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most careful, painstakin ,g, and efficient
officer. Owing to the unfortunate acci-
dent which recently betel Mr. Charles
Lee Steere, Mr. Hickling's capacity was
proved; for he left his place in this
Council and performed the duties of
Assistant Clerk in the Legislative
Assembly. I think it is derogatory to
the privileges of this House that Mr,
Hickling and other officers should be
taken out of the purview of the Constitu-
tion Act, and treated differently from the
officers of the Legislative Assembly. I
make a strong point of that. The objection
is minute; but this is, like the provision
for a joint sitting, a. sample of how the
Assembly. has attempted to make this
Council weak, attenuated, and powerless.

Amnendment put, and passed on the
voices.

Second reading thus negatived.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 23 minutes

after 10 o'clock, until the next day.

Legfitatibe azzembIp,
Wednesday, 10th December, 1902.

[ALL-KI03RT SITTING.J
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THE DEPUTY-SPEAKER took the

Chair at 2-30 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

PETITION-UNDESIRABLE IM04J-
GRANTS.

MR. LIOLA! AN presented a petition
from residents of Cue, Nanninle, Day
Dawn, and other places in the Murchison

district, praying the House to urge on
the Federal Government the desirable-
ness of strictly enforcing the law for the
prevention of undesirable inmnmigration.
The petition stated that during the first
eight months of this year 557 Asiatics,
an average of about 70 per month, landed
in Western Australia, with 1,015 other
foreigners--an %verage of atbout 27 per
month. The Commonwealth authorities
should be strongly urged to prevent any
farther influx of undesirable aliens, who,
th rust out of employmen t British su bjects
already settled in the State.

Petition receivedl and read.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By THE COLONIAL SECETARY: COPY

of Correspondencep relating to the
Estimates of the Electoral Department.

Ordered: To lie on the table.

QUESTION-MOTOR WAGONS AS
FEEDERS TO RA.ILWXYS.

Mn. JACOB3Y (for Hon. G}. Throssell)
asked the Premier: s., Whether he will
cause inquiry to be made as to the utility
of motor wagons for carriage of freight
over common -roads, and as to whether
such may he used with advantage for
conveyance of produce, ores, and general
merchandise for short or long distances,
for the purpose of acting as feeders to
the railways. 2, What would be the
total cost and tonnage power of such
wagons delivered in this State.

THE PREMIER replied:- Inquiries
will be made as suggested by the lion.
member.

KALGOORLIE LIGHTING AND POWER
SPECIAL LEASE BILL.

On motion by Ai. W. ATKINS, the
House resolved'into Committee to con-
sider the Bill, together with recommend-
ations made by the select committee.

IN COMMITTEE.
MR. ILLIENGWOlITH in the Chair; the-

MINISTER FOR MINES inl charge.
Clause 1--The Governor may grant

lease :
MR. ATKINS: In order that the

amendinents suggested by the select co in-
mittee might be put in proper form, he
moved that progress lie reported.

THE: MINISTER FOR~ MINES: The
people to whom the lease was to be

Immigrante.
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granted had made one or two suggestions
relative to the select comlmittee's report.

MELa. MORAN: On a point of order, the
Minister could not debate a motion that
progress be reportedP

THE CHAIRmAN: No.
Motion by leave withdrawn.
THE: MINISTER FOR MINES: Dis-

cussion was desirable in order that the
feeling of members generally might he
tested. As to the select committee's third
r~ecommendation, thle company suggested
that 10 workmen's cottages should be
erected instead of 15, since the smaller
number would answer immediate require-
meats. Of course, if 15 cottages were
needed, the company would be glad
to erect them. The company- moreover
desired to he allowed to charge, in
respect of the cottages, a rental not
exceeding 6 per cent. per annum on the
capital outlay. On that request he ex-
pressed no opinion. As to the fifth
recommendation of the select committee,
that in the event of a local municipality
or governing body desiring to be supplied
with power or light by the company
such power or light must be supplied on
three months' notice, at the lowest rate
charged to other customers on a similar
footing, the company desired that the
period of notice should be extended
to 12 months, since they might be
unable to meet a sudden heavy demand
owing to the impossibility of importing
machinery at short notice. His personal
view was that the period should be
increased to six months. Of course, the
company would be pleased to do any
business which might be offered.

Kit. ATKINS: Mr. Rogers, on behalf
of the company, had expressed himself as
quite satisfied with the condition that 15
workmen's cottages must beerected within
a year. With regard to subletting the
land and charging rent, he said he was
quite satisfied if they paid rent as we
asked.

TE PREMIER: The recommendation
did not provide that they should pay
rent.

MR. ATKINS: The representative of
the company said be did not want them
to pay rent so long as they paid for the
light. In both these cases Mr. Rogers
said the company were satisfied, but now
it appeared he had gone back on his
word. The company should stick to

what they said they were satisfied with.
He did not see why the company should

not have the six months' notice, which
seemed reasonable.

THE PREMIER: There was a pro-
vision for the erection of 10 or 12 or 15
workmen's cottages, and these cottages
were to be occupied by the employees.
It was not to be expected that the com-
pany would build the cottages unless
they got rent directly or- indirectly for
them. It would be an injustice to ask
the company to build and not obtain the
rent. If a man bad to be charged
indirectly by a reduction of wages, then
there might be trouble.

MR. MORAN: It would be il 'legal.
THEu PREMIER:- No. A reduction

could be made. The wages might be
£2 10s. per week, but men might be
employed at £2 per week and a house.
It was wiser to let the company charge
rent and to fix it on the outlay of capital.

MR. JOHNSON J: This was not the
proper time to discuss this matter. Hfe
was utterl 'y opposed to the company
building workmen's cottages, because the
companly were likely to put a value on
the privileges 200 per cent, more than
they were worth. From what he under-
stood, the company did not -want the
frontage to Federal Road, but the comn-
mittee recommended that. He also
thought that the laud was to be thrown
open for residential purposes. It was
understood that the land was not wanted
for the continuation of Clancy Street, and
that land would also be thrown open.

MR. ATKINS:. It was understood at
first that this land was to be excised, but
that if the company took the land and
built cottages upon it the men would not
be charged rent for those cottages. The
company represented that they did not
have sufficient room on their own block
to build workmen's cottages, and the
select committee agreed that they should
have an extension of the land.

THE MINISTER POE MINES:
There was some difference as to who
had authority to act for the company.
The person who saw him was M1r.
Crocker, who he believed was the regis-
tered attorney for the company in this
country. When the report was printed
Mr. Crocker came to Perth and saw him
(the Minister) in regard to thea Bill, and
he had mentioned to the committee 'what

in committee.
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Mr. Crocker desired. The object he had
in discussing the matter now was that
he intended to leave Perth to go to the
goldfields, and he wished the draft of thle
Bill to be made before he went away.
There was sufficient information before
members to allow the amendment to be
inserted in the Bill.

MR. MORAN: What was intended to
be paid for the workmen's cottages ?

Tnsu MINISTER FOR MINES:
Provision could be made in the Bill that
six per cent. be charged on the actual
outlay.

MR. TAYLOR : It appeared when the
committee drew up their report they had
before them sufficient evidence that the
company were perfectly satisfied to build
the cottages ; and it seemed strange that
we should depart from that report now.
If the committee had before them the
information which the Minister now
brought before members, a different
report might have been submuitted.

THER MrsxTRxe FOY. MiNus:- The
company were only given the additional
lease on the understanding that they
would build cottages.

Mn. TAYLOR: If the select corn-
inittee had thought the company would
not build the cottages, they might have
brought in a different report. They were
to build the cottages and not charge rent
to the employees. The select committee
recommended that this bit of land should
be given to them on certain conditions;
yet now the company wished to depart
from these conditions.

MR. JACOBY was not aware that any-
one but the company had expressed him-
self as willing to build these cottages and
let them absolutely free. It was men-
tionled. that the report was agreed to
unanimously; but that was not the case.
He took exception to two clauses in the
report. He disagreed more particularly
onl the clause about lighting. They
took absolutely no evidence to find out
whether the company could practically
carry out the desire of the committee in
respect to it. The attorney for the com-
pany said they were anxious for business.
The company were asking to be allowed
to charge 6 per cent, interest upon the
cost of erecting 10 workmen's cottages,
and he (Mr. Jacoby) thought it was only
a fair request.

MR. TAYLOR: The select committee,
he took it, agreed to the report, and de-
cided to give the land away on certain
modifications which were set forth in the
following parngraphs.

MR. HEOPKINS: The word 11unani-
mou sly" was wrong, but the report was
agreed to unanimously with one excep-
tion; and hie thoutght the conmmittee
would have been unanimous had the hon.
mem ber (M r. Jaco by) regarded the clau se
referred to in the same lighit as the rest
of the committee, namely that it was a
lease between landlord and tenanit. The
company had three large engines of enor-
mous power, two of which were lying idle.
They had power that would be going to
waste there for generations. He thought
the proposition of the commnittee a6 rea-
sonable one, except that he understood
there was a proposal by the Minister for
Mlines about the rate of interest, to simply
allow them to charge 6 per cent. upon the
capital invested. He did not think, much
exception would be taken to the proposal
regarding 6 per cent. If the company
did not avail themselves of the second
piece of territory, he hoped it would be
hianded over to the Lands Department
and made available for sale.

Mu. BATH: In asking for a portion
of land to erect houses, the company
wished, the attorney stated, to do so for
the convenience of the company. They
waLnted the men handy, and were willing
to build the cottages so long as they were
reimbursed for lighting and rates.

MR. MORAN: As far as the country
was concerned it would not matter
whether lighting or rates were paid, or
whether there was a charge of six per
cent. It might be better to charge six
per cent., because it would keep an entire
distinction between the men's living
accommodation ahnd their wages. 'The
company had a magnificent plant and
tremeudous power. There was uo hard-
ship in calling upon the company" to pro-
vide semni-public institutions like munici-
palities and others with electric light, if
notice with regard to fittings was received,
in exchange for the great consideration

g iven to them by letting theim have this
land. Mr. Orocker said the company
wanted more business, because the pre-
sent business did not pay them. The
company had done a magnificent work.
They were hard up for money, and could
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not get it until they obtained a decent
title.

MR. HOPKINS: A house that would
cost a hundred pounds would be let for
about eight or ten shillings a, week, Six
pet: cent. on a hundred pounds would ran
out to under 2s. 6d. a week.

On motion by the MINISTER FOR
MiN~s, progress reported and leave given
to sit again.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES.

IN COMMITTEE OV SUPPLY.

Resumed fromn the previous day; Mn.
ILLINGWORtTH in the Chair.

Wonns DEPAnTMEFNT (Hon. C. H.
Ilason, Minister).

Public Works, R314,156:

TkiE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Before the general discussion is pro-
ceeded with on the itemns of public works,
perhaps it would be advisable if I were to
give some brief outline of what has been
done and what it is proposed to do in
the way of administration. T recognise
that what the country and what the
House demand more than anything
else perhaps at this time is an improve-
ment in ad ministration, and I have
endeavoured as far as possible, without
waiting for the report of the Civil Service
Commission, to effect some improvement
in the administration of the Pu blic Works
Department; but I am sure the Com-
mittee will realise that in this respect I
have been somewhat handicapped, and I
may be permitted to point ouit that of
necessity I have been a very busy man.
For instance, there has been the Coolgar-
die Water Scheme, which it has been
my lot to take in hand, and I think I
may Say at its most critical stage, and
endeavour to push along, and 'it has
been pushed along. And if the Minister
had had no other work than that
during the last few months, be cer-
tainly would not have been entitled
to rank amongst the unemployed. Then
there have been the Fremantle Har-
bour Works, the stock-routes through-
out the country, every road and every
bridge in the State, water supply, not on
the goldfields only but every supply f rom
Wyndham to Eacha, the Cue-Nannine
railway under construction, the Menzies-

Leonora railway under construction, the
barheurs and rivers throughout the State,
and not only several other important
works, but of late the Working Railways
Branch in addition. And the Commiittee
will recognise: that I have been farther
handicapped, because shortly after I took
office there unfortunately occurred the
death of the Engineer-in -Chief;- and
throughout the whole time I have been at
the head of the department I have been
minus the services of the Under Secretary,
Mr. Jail, who was and hag been for many
years certainly the right hand, and I
think very often both hainds, of the
Minister. But in spite of this, economies
have been effected; and if the Com-
mittee notice a few increases of salary
on this year's Estimates, they are not
ordinary increases; they are increases as
the result of promotions. We have
heard much in past years as to the cost
of administration in the Public Works
Department. This, indeed, seems to
have been a favourite subject for attack.
If we took this year's estimated expend-
iture on works, and compared it with the
estimated expenditure on salaries, if wve
applied merely a rough and ready test
suh as that, and deducted the one sum
from the other, we should find the per-
centage of salaries to works to be 8 16.
But I have no wish to mislead the Com-
mittee; and that, I would say at once,
though a ready method, would not be a
fair test. I therefore propose to give an
actual statement, showing beyond all
shadow of doubt what is the true cost of
administration of this large department.
If we take the revenue estimates, the
total amount provided as revenue is
£2592,162. But from that ought to
be deducted, for the purpose of get-
ting the percentage of salaries to
revenue, such works as are nion-con-
structive; for instance, additions and
repairs, salaries themselves, grants to
road s boards and to mechanics' institutes,
rmaintenauce of general water supply.
etc. If we deduct items such as these,
which are really not construction works,
we have a total of £394,706. And we
must make a fair allowance for the cost
of administering those votes only. All ow,
for instance, one per cent, of the roads
boa~rd vote for the cost of administering
it. I am sure that any hon. member who
knows the work involved in controlling

[ASSEMBLY.] Public Works.
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that vote will say that one per cent. is
not an undue credit to take for its ad-
ministration. If we make that and
similar deductions, we find that the total
percentage on revenue works out at six
per cent. But that is not a fair test
for the department. We must take
it as a whole, and to get a fair test
must add together the expenditure upon
loan works and the expenditure out
of general revenue, place against that
the total cost of administration, and then
we shall have the true test of what the
Public Works Department costs. If we
do that, the percentage works out at 4-1;
and from inquiry I have made I can
safely say that percentage is, not equalled
in any of the Australiau States; in fact,
it is hardly approached by any: certainly
it is not surpassed. And if that result
can be obtained iii Western Australia, a
country of immense distances, where we
have to work under considerable dis-
advantages not experienced in other
States, I think we can fairly claim it is a
reasons,1le percentage. I should like to
point out that last year the estimated
expenditure out of revenue was £346,649,
and the expenditure dn administration
£38,660. This year the estimated expen-
diture out of revenue on works and
buildings is £692,162, and the estimated
expenditure on administration is £232,507
10s. So the net result is that the
Public Works Department will under-
take work to an increased value of
a quarter of a million of money,
with a. decrease in the cost of ad minis-
tration as compared with last year of
£1,152 10s. We do work to the value of
a quarter of a million, with a decrease of
expenditure in administration as com-
pared with last year of £1,152 10s. I
think those figures, which are absolutely
correct, will show thie Committee that an
attempt, at all events, has been made to
better the administration of the depart-
mnt. Members will find it is proposed
to spend £44,760 on roads. The grant-
in-aid to roads boards is increased from
£50,000 last year to £55,000 this year,
and the grant-in-aid to hoards who have
struck a rate is increased from £25,000
last year to £26,000. I think it will be
admitted that there is no better work,
and no work which is indirectly more
productive than the improvement of the
roads throughout the State. Included

in the item I have namned is the eon sider-
able grant I mentioned last night for
roads to the Caves in time South-West;
and I claim those roads will be a repro-
ductive work, inasmuch as I regard
those Caves as a great Asset of the State,
and a strong inducement to visitors
to come here. Moreover, we get an
indirect return in the shape of increased
railway revenue.

Mn. lIAsniE:- What is the amount to
be spent on the Caves road ?

Tiai MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
item to which I refer is £5,000; but I
do not now wish to enter into detail.
I Am eudeavouring to give a general
stalement, and wvill subsequently "answer
questions. We propose to muake a start
upon a road from Perth to connect with
Lake .Vinjar and the Wanneroo district;
and that, I have no hesitation in saying,
will be a distinctly reproductive work.
From information I have obtainied-and
I have a report from the Lands Depart-
ment-I am assured that there is at least
2,000 acres of swamp land there, admir-
ably suited for close settlement. The
sale of this 2,000 acres-and it can be
i-eadily sold at very good prices-will alone
make manifest that it is a profitable
unde-rtaking to construct this road. We
propose to expend £36,100 on bridges;-
£ 11,620 on har-bours an d ri ve rs; £026,184
on general water supply, and £4,010 on
Fremantle water supply. The last-
mentioned is a work which not only pays
its way, but Pays a vonsiderable suml
every year to the general revenue. 'We
propose to spend also out of the general
revenue £73,000 in railway construction:-
£55,000 on the Mfalcolcn-Laverton. line,
and £18,000 for the purchase of the
Darling Range railway. One thousand
pounds is provided towards making a
start with the building of an invalid
depbt; £5,000 towards the new Lunatic0
Asylum ; £7,000 towai-ds the Fremantle
Gaol ; and although I say in the Esti-
mnates that these itemrs arc merely on
account, I must ask lion. members not to
have too mnuch regard to the third columnu,
which reads, " Total liability authorised
to be incurred " ;because in many
cases these items have crept in without
authorisation, and the Committee is
not byv any means aslced to authorise
a total expenditure of the suing appear-
ing in the column. All I ask the
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Committee to do to these Estimates is to
authorise the expenditure for this year,
in the last column. There is an item of
£5,000 provided for the Perth Mint,
which it is said cannot possibly be con-
sidered as a reproductive item. But I
claim it as most distinctly reproductive;
because the volume of work at the Mint
has increased so rapidly, that there is
now an absolute want of space, and the
officers are unable to deal sufficiently
readily with the gold which comes in for
coinage. I may say the weight of metal
treated in 1901 was 48 per cent. greater
than in 1900; while that received in the
current quarter of 1902 exceeds the cor-
responding quarter in 1901 by 67 percent.
The Mint, though unable to deal quickly
enough with the gold, has nevertheless to
pay the value of the gold to the depositors;
hence the institution has to obtain over-
drafts from the hank. The interest paid
on overdrafts has increased from £2389
8s. in 1900. to £1,183 14s. in 1901, and
it is still increasing. The Master of the
Mint says:

At a moderate computation, the saving in
interest which will be effected appears likely
to be Dot less than £500 a year, while, if the
work of the Mint continues to increase, it will
be probably about double that amouint. It
appears to be safe, therefore, to say that the
cost of the new works wvill. in a few years be
covered by increased revenue, while, at the
least, the annual ga~in to the Western Ans8-
trs~lian Government must very largely exceed
the interest on the capital which will be re-
quired.

Therefore the Committee will see that
even that item of expenditure in con-
nection with the Perth Mint is distinctly
a reproductive work. On schools and
school buildings it is proposed to spend
£58,980, on technical school additions
and improvements £22,000, and £3,000
on making a start with the ahattoirs.
There is provided an item of £25,000
towards the erection of departmential
offices; and there again it is claimed
that this cannot be regarded as a repro-
ductive work. I think I shall prove to
the satisfaction of the Committee that it
is distinctly reproductive. Many mem-
bers may. be surprised to learn that the
Government are now paying in annual
rent of offices engaged by the public
service, no less a sum than £2,273.

MR. HoPiKiNs: For the whole service
of the State ?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: For
the service in Perth, The Government
are now paving in Perth for private
offices rent at the rate of £e2,273 per
annum. That in itself provides interest
on a sum far more than sufficient to build
another block of offices, which work will
therefore, as is easily seen, be a distinct
saving, The consideration of tost, how-
ever, is not the only one involved. In
consequence of offices being scattered
here, there, and everywhere, the various
departments, cannot be administered as
ty ought to be, because they are not

under the eyes of the principal officers,
and certainly not under the eyes of t he
Minister. Moreover, endless time is lost
in communicating between one branch
and another. An item of £8,000 is pro-
vided for improvement and maintenance
of stock routes. This is a most necessary
work. Shortly after ta~king office Ifound
that the stock routes-those in the North
especially-had been neglected for years.
Certain wells on the Northern stock
routes had not been attended tc* indeed
had not been seen, for two or three
years; and the routes were in a shameful
state. It is necessary to provide means
for getting cattle to market. Certainly,
there is no better method of cheapening
the cost of meat than to provide tho-
roughly good stock routes. The work
has already received attention. Gangs
of men have been sent out to put the
wells in order-hurriedly at first, to meet
the requirements of cattle known to
be on the road; and these gangs will
he followed by larger gangs who will
put the routes in thorough and permna-
nent repair. The Government propose
to have the stock rontes patrolled instead
of leaving them to the tender mercies
of drovers, as in the past. I regret to
say that the experience seems to he that
the drover travelling with a. mob of cattle
has a great deal to complain of concerning
the man who has gone in front of him,
but has no consideration whatever for the
man who is to follow him. It is found
that drovers in many cases adopt very
rough and ready methods of drawing
water from wells-methods which con-
siderably damage the plant, and render
the obtaining of supplies of water exceed-
ingly awkward, if not impossible,for those
who come after. I think members will
agree with me that if an example can he
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made of one or two drovers who are so
regardless of the interests of their fellow
men as to da wage plant on wells, it will bea
good thing, and exercise a deterrent effect
on others. An item has been placed on the
Estimates for the re-erection of cattle

'Yards and for the supply of water at
Wyndhamn, and also at the Three-mile
Camp. The item, although not a large
(oe, represents expenditure which is
uirgently necessary. I am given to under-
st-and that in connection with cattle
brought to Wyndharn for shipment great
difficulty is experienced in obtaining a
supply of water, and that in consequence
stock is shipped in a heated and parched
state, involving great loss both to the
shipper and eventually to the consumer.
I have now endeavoured. to outline the
principal items of expenditure on the
Public Works Estimates. As individual
items are reached I shall endeavour to
give all details that mnembers may require.
T have eudeavoured to post myself in
regard to particulars as well as a, busy
Minister can, and all information at my
disposal will be placed unreservedly and
cheerfully at the disposal of members of
this Committee.

MRt. JACOBY: Does the item for secret
purchase appear on your Estimates ?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: NO.

[General discussion ensued on the
Works Estimates, as followsj1

Mn. MORAN: Although the present
Government had acceded to power on a
platform of retreuchment and economy,
Minister after Minister rose to say that
the Estimates of his particular depart-
mnent could not possibly be cut down.
The result was that instead of a budget
of economny we had placed before us a
budget swollen by half a million. It was
Simply the old story: no Minister could
find fault with his own estimates.

THE MINISTRsi FOR WORKtS said he had
done that.

Mn. MORAN: If the view entertained
on both sidbm of the House, that financial
difficulty was to be feared in the future,
was correct, undoubtedly a great deal of
cutting down would have to be done by
someone. Even the Lands Department
Estimates, which everyone fondly hoped
would show evidence of econom~y, had
been largely increased, The Works Do-

partment Estimates showed a large
increase.

TaxE MINISTER FOR WORKS: On the
contrary, a large decrease.

MR. MORAN: What was the total
esti mate for works and railways ?

THE MlNrSTvR FOR WORKS: Was the
hion. member referring to salaries?

MR. MORAN: Whether the amount
on the Estimates was to The Spent in
salaries or public works mattered nothing
to the contention that the money repre-
sented the earnings of the people.

THE lvflNrsvna. FOR WVons: Would
the hon. member cut downapublic works?

Mit. MORAN: It was not a little
remarkable that the menmbers of an
Administration pledged to economy should
rise one after another to defend a tre-
mnendonusly increased budget. No doubt
the Minister for Works, who had a very
bard row to hoe, had effected certain
economies in the service. It was at pity
that the Minister had been compelled
to crawlI on his hands a~nd knees to
apologise for the conduct of the Com-
missioner of Railways, who acted as a
detective and ran people into gaol.
A time would come when the tame,
patient majority behind the Government
would be no longer patient or tame; or,
if they- continlued docile, they might not
come bacakfromn the country. No attemipt
bad yet been made to economise: a service
of over four millions disclosed no economy.
Members of the present Government ha~d
been accustomed to rail at the Forrest
Administration on the score of a service
of three millions4, which represented a
smaller expenditure in proportion, when
thle prospects of the State were somewhat
brighter and when it had more resources
to develop. The chief planks of Mr.
Lenke's pl;Lrforln uts disclosed in his policy
speech were Constitutional Government-
secret p~urchases were thou not thought
of -economy in administration, and
straightening-out of the finances. This
budget might be called a flattening-out
of the people. Ministers must recognise
that they were living entirely on suffer-
an cc. Durina two years of office, not-
withstanding political turmoiland trouble,
they m Light. have d one somet hing. It was
to he hoped that next year's surplus
would not be arrived at in the samne way
as was last year's, by a refusal on the part
of Ministers to carry out public works
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which had been authorised by Parliament
and for which the necessary funds had
been voted. The Minister for Works bad
no great reason to he pleased with the
comparative figures he had quoted. The
proportionate cost of administration miust
necessarily decrease as the total expendi-
ture on public works rose. An Engineer-
in-Chief who was necessary to supervise
the expenditure of four millions; of money
could not be dispensed with when the
expenditure fell to one mnilon. Our
public works were not carried out on a
basis of mathematical regularitv, and
therefore, the cost of administration must
tend to rise and fall. The figures which
the Minister had adduced afforded no
safe basis for seif-gratulation. The
Minister must convince himself that his
Engineer-in- Chief was fit for the position,
and that every officer was doing his work
thoroughly and well. Why should not
the proportion of cost of administration
to total expenditure be less in this State,
with its tremendous expenditure, than it
was in the Eastern States, where a nunm-
ber of officers had to be emiployed no
matter how small the expenditure on -new
works ?

THE MVINISTERI Fon WoaRs: Accord-
ing to that argument, given a State with
a larger expenditure on public works
than ours, its proportion of cost of
administration ought to be less than ours.

Mn. MORAN: If engaged in helping
in the administration of such a State hie
would use the same argument. He did
uot discredit the percentages stated by
the Minister, but he claimed that those
percentages were misleading. The country
wanted to know, quite irrespective of
percentages, that officers were doing their
work. Although it was useless to aniin-
advert on certain public works now being
constructed in Perth, he could not refrain
from saying that a. most inopportune
time had been chosen for the erection of
new Houses of Parliament and new
Supreme Court buildings. The money
ought to have been saved. One could
Only hope that the expenditure would lead
to some economy, but one had reason
for anxiety on learning that a large
block of offices was to be erected else-
where in spite of the fact that this
building was soon to be vacated. He
had always said and always thought
the time w as not opportune to go into the

building of Parliament Houses in Western
Australia: 20 years hence would have
been quite time enough to talk about
building a mansion for themselves. He
wished to impress on the Minister for
Works that he intended to ask questions
during the remainder of the time Parlia-
ment was sitting as to what it was
intended to do about the Mundaring
WeirF What amount was on the Esti-
mates for it? There should be a proper
understanding whether it was considered
advisable to clear the Helena watercourse
and to provide against a recurrence next
year of the miserable storage there had
been this year. He maintained that
instead of showing a sturplus the Minister
should utilise all the money hie had in
hand, if he could not get money by loan,
and spend a few 'thousand poun ds on the
catchment area. A very few thou sand
pounds would snag and clIear the Helena
River and its tributaries. He would not
miss an opportunity of bringing this
matter before the House, and he would do
so by question, and if necessary by motion.
We should endeavour to postpone any
catastrophe which might be staring us in
the face and try and make assurance
doubly sure. He hoped the Minister
would tell the Committee as the items
went through what money it was intended
not to spend, so that members would know
what was to be done. The Government
should not be guilty of passing items and
not spending the money. Members of
the present Government were glad of
accusing the Forrest Government of being
too fond of Yorm J. It was stated that
this form would not flourish under the
Leake and James Governmients; but
Form J loomed much larger under the
present Government than it ever loomed
before. He did not object to the Minister
stopping woers which were not urgent and.
spending upon works which were urgent.
He objected to going through the works
placed on the Estimates, and the next
year the Minister coming down withi
underdrafts amounting to £50,000 or
£100,000. He hoped in this great spend-
ing department care would be exercised in
dealing with roads boards, municipalities,
and grants for this, that, and the other
thing. Each department seemed to be
doing a bit on its own, -as if it could
not get to the bottom of the lucky hag.
He hoped next year the Minister would
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show even greater economy, and would
not schedule works which it was not
intended to go on with.

MR. DAGLISH: There was an abso-
lute necessity at the present time of
putting as many works which had already
been approved by Parliament and as
many as might be approved on the
Estimates, into active operation at once.
In our midst there was a fair number of
men seeking employment.

MR. MORAN: And coming here; and
if a soup kitchen were opened they would
keep coming.

MR. DAGTJSH:. Their numbers were
being added to each week, and only
last week the Government, through the
Premier, practically gave an invitation.
for thousands of others to come here.
One was satisfied if the public works
policy was carried on vigorously it would
absorb the local men out of employment,
hut all the time people were arriving f rom
the Eastern States. These people had
spent their last penny in seelfing work
there, and had come here when they had
only their piassage money or had to
borrow that to come here. If these
persos did not get work immediately on
landing they cried out; therefore he
would like to see the Government
not only pushing on with public works
hut taking steps to give a breathing
space for a little time by checking immi-
gration. The Government should warn
the Governments of the Eastern States
that this State could not continue to
absorb the people who were coming here;
then in a few weeks or a month th is State
would find emiployment for all its
citizens. He urged on the Government
to do that and at all events to put as
many works into active operation as soon
as possible. He wished to repeat the
request implied in the question put to
the Premier last week, that the Govern-
ment should do something to stem
imm~igration at the present time. If it
was not stemmed, there was a very bad
time in store for the State in a few
mnonths to come. He did not wish to
stand up as a prophet of evil tidings. He
was satisfied that the State could provide
for all. its citizens in a short tinie, but it
could not continue to provide for all the
surplus labour of the Easterni States, and
the sooner the people of the Eastern
States understood that the better for those

resident here. As for the administration
of the Works Department, he was glad
that the Minister was exercising admninis-
trative economy; but that economy was
tempered with increases to highly-paid
officiatls. We were told the increases
were mainly in the nature of promotion,
hut he could cite a number- of cases where
direct increases had been given ; at the
same time we knew a great deal of Ithe
work of the department was very unsatis-
factorily carried on. It was -unnecessary
for him. to go into details for the reason
that he did not think any words hie could
say could do more than impress. on the
Minister a careful investigation of his
department. In spite of reforms achieved
already, thme department still would repay

*the Minister for the closest attention
being given to it during recess. Ho was
hopeful the Minister would look into the
whole of the various branches and amnalga-
mate a number of them, and he houped the

*Government would not wait for the Civil
Service Conmmission to report, because he
was; satisfied if the Minister did so and
other Ministers followed the same
example, there would be some tens, if not
hundreds, of thousands of pounds wasted
beore the report was received.

I Item -Under Secretary for Public
Works, X600.

Mit. BATH: There was a footnote to
this iteni stating that the amount had
been increased by Form I to £2700.
What was the explanation?

THE MINIS'IER FOR WORKS: The
salary for the Under Secretary was £600
and would be £600 in the future. It
was increased by Form I to £ 700, making
provision for an allowance for the officer
who had to undertake the duties while
the Under Secretary was absent. The
Under Secretary was away on leave of
absence on full salary.

MR. JOHNrsoN: What was Mr. Black
I getting at the present time ?

'THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
The salary of the Chief Clerk, who was

*acting as Under Secretary, was £400 and
he received £ 0 as an honorarium for
doing Mr. Jull's work as well as his
Own.

Mit. TAYLOR: The Chief Clerk drew
£400 a year and he was capable of doing
Mr. Jull's work for £50, while Mr. Jul
was, receiving £600 ?
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THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: Mr.
Jull received 12 monthg leave of absence
on full salary, and during his absence the
Chief Clerk, Mr. Black, had been Acting
Under Secretary for Works, for which
he had drawn an additional £50 over
anid above his salary of X400.

Ma. TAYLOR: Het did not get mnnch
for it then.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Unfortunately that was the case. Mr.
Jull. would return shortly and Mr. Black
would then drop back into the position
of Chief Clerk.

MR. TAYLOR: Was it to be under-
stood that Mr. Black, the Chief Clerk
who received £400 a, year, was also doing
the 'work of the Under Secretary for an
additional £50?

Tffn MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Someone else had to act as Chief Clerk
in place of Mr. Black.

Itemi-Chief Clerk, £425:-
Mat. DAGLISH: Was the additional

£e25 promotion or an increase?
TuE MINISTER FOR WORKS: This

proposed increase was made in carrying
out a pledge previously given. The officer
was recommended in 1901 for an increase;
it was specially approved and he found it
was not given effect to, hut the officer
was informed that it had reached the
Treasury too late for action. A promise
had been made that the increase should
be given, and as it reached the Treasurer
too late in 1901 to be then given effect to,
he (the Minister) could hardly say it
reached himn too late this year. To carry
out the promise made, the increase was
put on the Estimates.

MR. DAGLISH: Were there any
deserving officers who were receiving
lower salaries tham the chief clerk, who
had not been put down for increases in
this departmente W as the promise that
the Government would recommend Parlia-
ment to increase the salary, or that the
increase should be givenF

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: Of
course the promise was that the Govern-
ment would recommend the increase to
Parliament. There were, he regretted to
say, many deserving officers in the service
who had not received increases of salary.
[Maaraa: More deserving ?] He did
not say mnore deserving. This officer had
been a great number of years in the

service, and had had no increase since
18 97. It would, he thought, lie admitted
that the Public Works Department was
at least as important as others, and that
its chief clerk had at least as much work
to do as others. There was no reason
why the chief clerk in this department
should receive a less salary than was
received by the chief clerks in other
departments. The chief clerk in the
Lands Department received £425. The
chief clerk in other departments received
equal, if not higher, amounts.

MR. JACOBY: What was the policy
in connection with these inc.reases? In
the case of an officer filling a certain
office, and doing the samie class of work
year after yenr, did the increases go on
gradunally, or was there some classifica-
tion. whereby whilst an officer was doing
a, certain work hie received the valuc of
that work V He had noticed this anomay
right throughout the service. It a man
did work, and did it efficiently for a few
years, he always got a rise, and then
another rise, andl so on. If the work was
woith £400 in 1891, why should. it he
worth wore in 1902 ? What would
happen if the public service commission
said that this work should be done for
£350 ? It was grossly unfair to pick out
one or two officers and make increases
in view of the fact that the Government
had promised that before doing so they
would wait for the report of the commis-
sion, and that whatever recommendations
the cornmission made would he retrospec-
tive. He did not object to an increase for
the higher officers, because absolutely the
efficiency of the service depended upon
the higher officers. Unless we paid well
the men who had to occupy these respon-
sible positions we should never get the
class of men desired.

MR. BATH: The Minister had stated
that a promise was given that Parliament
would be recommended to make this in-
crease in the salary of the chief clerk in
his department;i but he did not in any
way by his own expression of opinion
justify the increase. He had stated that
the chief clerk should receive as much
as those in other departments, but
this was not a question of one Minister
following the example of others. He did
not think the increase was justified under
the present circumstances, and he moved
th at the item be reduced by £25.

CASSEMBLY.1 Chief Clerk,
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Tnnj MINISTER FOR WORKS:- It
-was to be hoped the Committee would
not agree to this reduction. The officer
was fairly entitled to the increase, other-
wise it would not be on the Estimates.
It was hardly fair of the Committee to
harp continually on the fact that they had
set their face .against any increases
because of the work about to be done by
the Civil Service Commission. If that
was all a Minister had to keep in his
mind, there would be no decrease in the
cost of administration, inasmuch as there
would be no reduction in the numbers.
If we took the cost of administration as a
whole, and if, as he had shown, in spite
of there being a great deal more work
the work would be done at very much
less cost, because several officers had been
done anay with altogether, surely it was
not an unreasonable thing to ask that
some extra payment should be given to
those officers who remained. Manifestly
it -was unfair to get rid of some men and
give more work to bothers, and plead that
the existence of the Civil Service Com-
mission was a bar against granting an
increase of salary which theMistrcn
sidered one fairly entitled to. He agreed
with the member for the Swan (Mr.
Jacoby) that there should be some limit;
that there should be a salary to a position
in the service, and that whilst a man
remained in that position and his duties
were not increased, he should receive no
more than the limit attached to that office;
but in this particular office that iiuit
had not been reached. He doubted very
much whether the, work of the chief clerk
in other departments was nearly so great
as the work of the chief clerk in this
department. Yet those departments paid
their chief clerk the same sumu as he
thought this officer was fairly entitled to
receive. The officer had had extra work
put upon him, and he asked the Coin-
mittee not to refuse this small increase
which the officer had been led to expect.

MR, BATH:- If retrenchment was to
be brought about by overworking some
of the other salaried officers, that was a
class of retrenchment the Committee
should set their face against. In carry.
ing out the reduction of items the Gov-
ernment were only carrying out the policy
to which they had pledged themselves,
and we looked to the Civil Service Com-
mission to save us from the necessity of

making increases in the future. It did
not follow that because we set our faces
against increases, we should also set our
faces ag-ainst decreases in the number of
officers.

Mi&. TAYLOR: The Minister had
proved the case for the increase in this
item. He did not think the salary of
£4U25 at year too high for the chief clerk;
but he would vote for the reduction of
the item on the same ground as he voted
against every other increase. It had been
said the Government were going to
economist in every particular, but we
found increases amongst the higher-grade
officers. If the chief clerk was capable
of doing the work of another officer who
had hitherto been drawing £600 a year, lie
should he placed in the position of that
officer, and receive his salairy ;but he
objected to increasing salaries before we
received the report of the cornmission. If
the commission was no good, why not do
away With itv

[At 4-15, business suspended for 1b
minutes.]

Amendment passed, and the item re-
duced by £25.

Item - Clerk (travelling auditor),
£250:

Mia. PAGLISH: This item of ex-
penditure ought to fall under the Auditor
General's Department; the salary, more-
over, was insufficient for the work per-
formed. Te officer audited the books
of all employees of the Railway Depart-
ment handing money; his duty was
also to report on the work of those
employees, and as his report necessarily
went to a departmental superior thbe work
could not be eharacterised by that degree
of independence whjich was essential to
its success. Reports mnight be, and there
was reason to suppose that they fre-
quently were, pigeon-holed instead of
being acted on. One would be glad to
know what action the Minister proposed
to take.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS agreed
to a great extent with the hon. member's
remarks. So far back as May last he
had im~pressed on the Auditor General
the desirability of Ihavinig the accounts in
question audited by an officer under the
Auditor General, and an arrangement
was understood to have been arrived at
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thot this particular offic(-r should he taken
over, but unfortunately that arrangement
had fallen through. He had again im-
pressed on the Auditor General the
desirability of taking over this officer,
against whom there was no word of com-
plaint, who bad done his work well, and
who had frequently drawn attention to
matters requiring the careful considera-
tion of his superior. That superior ought
to be the Auditor General.

MnI. HOPKINS: In view of recent
goldfields prosecutions, the transfer of
this officer was urgently necessary. The
salary was altogether inadequate to a
position of such trust. Because one
officer's salary was raised, all other officers
need not necessarily receive increases.

Item -Engineer-inChief, £1,200:
Mu. HASTIE : This offiver was under-

stood to have been appointed at a, salary
of £1,000 a year, but he was set (lown on
the 'Estimates for £1,200.

TH KMINISTER FOR WORKS: That
Mr. Palmer had been appointed at a
saary of £ 1,000 a year was; quite correct.

MR. MORAN: Yes; and a big boast
had been mde of it.

THE MI1NISTER FOR WORKS:- The
hon. member (Mr. Moran) was usually
fair, hut that statement was distizictly
unfair. Moreover, it was not his (the
Minister's) practice to boast. The late
Engineer-in-Chief, Mr. O'Connor, having
been originally appointed at a salary of
21,25O, it was c-onsidered only' right that
,11r. Palmer, who bad given eminent
satisfaction in the performance of his
duties, should he raised to a salary equal
to that paid to the late Engineer-in-Chief
when first taking up the position. A
salary* of £1,200 was hy no means too
large for the office: it wats very doubtful
whether for the same salary another
officer as efficient as Mr. rainier wvas to
1)6 secured.

MR. MORAN: The Minister had stated,
both in th is House and through the Press,
with a certain degree of unction that Mr.
Palmer had been appointed at a salary
of £1,000 a year, and was fully satisfied
with that salary. Mr. Palmer had started
here at a salary of £500 or.£400, or-

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: At a very
low salary.

Mn. MO0RAN, Mr. Palmer had still
to make his name.

THE MINISTER roa Wonss: No; Mr.
Palmer had made his name before coming
here.

MR. MORANJ: No doubt Mr, Palmer
would eventually prove himself a most
efficient man; but he still had to prove
himself. The late Engineer-in-Chief
when first appointed was a specialist and
a man of renown, and had undertaken
much work that 'Mr. Palmer would
scarcely have the temerity to embark on.
Mr. O'Connor had been called on to con-
struct practically the whole railway
systemn of this State. Unquestionably
Mir. Palmer's record was not equal to
Mr. O'Connor's. The Minister ought to
have stuck to his original intention, and
paid Mr. Palmner at salary of £1,000 a
year, until, by completing the work of
reticulation in connection with the Cool-
gal-die Water Schecme and by the execu-
tion of other undertakings, the present
Enginee r-in- Chief had proved his fitness
for the high posiiieh now held.
It was inconsistent with the belief
in an early cessation of the loan policy
that Mr. Palmer should be called on t'o
do works as great and important as those
undertaken by Mr. O'Connor.

MR. ATKINS:- Mi-. Palmer's record in
India was that he was one of the best
enginieers among those employed by the
Indian Government, and it was well known
thbat he carried out some of the lar-gest
irrigation works in that country.

MR. MoRAN: Where was the evidence
as to those large Works?

THE _MINiSTER FOR WORKS:
Nothing could be gained by drawilng
com1parisons between the present and the
late Engineer-in-Chief. Mr. Palmer came
to this State with a very high reputation;-
lie was a. gold-medallist of his college in
India, and he broughit high testimonials
from the Indian Government. Those
test imonials, which could he produced at
short notice, showed that i2Nr. Palmer had
charge of large and important works, and
carried them out to thbe entire sati sfaction
of the Indian Government, The late
Engineer-in-Chief was undoubtedly a
great engineer, but it did not follow that
there could not be a worthy successor to
him; and hie (the Minister) claimed that
the pre sent Engineer-in-Chief was in every
way a fitting successor to Mr. O'Connor.
As to what had been said about Mr.
Palmer faithfull-y carrying out the plans
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of his former 6hief in this State, Mr.
Palmer was not only qualified for the
duties of his high office, but the salary of
£91,200 a year proposed on the Estimates
was very moderate. It was easy to say
that in carrying out a policy of economy
this increase of salary should niot have been
made; buiwben Mr. Palmer was appointed
Engineer-in-Chief at a. thousand a, year,
he accepted that rate of salary under
protest, and on the understand ig that if
hie gave satisfaction in the position an
application for an increase would be
favourably considered. That application
had since been made, and Mr. Palmer was
well entitled to the increase now proposed.
It would be false economy on the part of
the Committee not to agree to this
increase, which would be money well
spent.

Mn. DIAMOND: In considering the
amnount of salary for the present Engineer-
in-Chief, it should not, be overlooked that
the late Engineer-in-Chiief was grossly
underpaid for the position he held and
the responsible duties he performed.
After the explanation given by the
Minister, it would he un reasonable for the
Committee to refuse this increase in Mr.Palmer's salary, for if he was worthy of
the position he certainly should be worth
£1,200 a year or more.

MR. MORAN: It was seen now that
the criti(-isms were not valueless, for we
had learned what members didl not know
before, that Mr. Palmer accepted that
position of Engineer-in-Chief at the salary
then offered, but agreed to the salary
under protest. This threw a different
light on the subject, if it implied a
promise that Mr. Palmer would receive
an increase if he gave satisfaction, and
this accounted for the increase appearng
on the Estimates. But how were ordinary
members to know all this? F e placed
no value on gold medals and things of
that sort in connection with professional
work. In criticising this increase, he
thought the increase was rapid; because
when Mr. Palmer accepted a, position in
the public service of this State in the
engineering branch, he did so at abont
one-third the salary he was now to
receive; and if he was content to accept
that salary on first joining the service,
and having then the same ability he
possessed now, it was a fair criticism to

say that the increase of his salary to
£1,200 a year was certainly rapid.'

MR. HOPKINS: The late Engineer-
in-Chief was receiving £1,500 a year
towards the close of his career; and that
was a small salary in comparison with
what was paid to the managers of some
of our leading mines. Yet what were
the qualifications of those managers in
comparison with the qualifications n eces-
sary for an Engineer-i n- Chief of this
State'? Engineering ability in this State
was, in his opinion, not sufficiently re-
munerated.

MR. MORAN: On the general question
of economy, members were entitled to
question this increase, and that was why
he had done so.

MR. HOPKINS: The qualifications
of the late Engineer-in-Chief were of a
high character; and without making
comparisons between him and the present
Engineer-in-Chief, the salary of £ 1,200 a,
year now proposed was reasonable to
start with.

MR. MORGANS-. It was unfortunate
that comparisons should be made between
the late and the present Engineer-rn-
Chief. The late Engineer-in-Chief was
the most underpaid professional man in
Western Australia. Had he been in the
employ of a private firm or a large
mInng com pany, he would have received

a sal ary of at least £56,000 a year.
Therefore it was unj iistifiable on the
part, of the Government to have retained
Mr. O'Connor's services for so many
years at so small a salar ,y. With regard
to Mr. Palmer, it Was not a question of
the increase of his duties, but the increase
of his responsibilities; and the salary now
proposed did appear to be very moderate.
Many mine managers in this State were
drawing £3,000 a year, and they had
other privileges in the way of making
reports and so on, which in some cases
increased their salary to £25,000 a year.
He knew fromn his own experience there
were underground managers in mines
drawing salaries of £1,000 a year. Com-
paring the responsibility and the amount
of work they had with the work and the
responsibility of the chief engineer, the
salary to the chief engineer on these
Estimates was very small. The engineer
should, within a very short time, look for-
ward to an increase. Of all the positions
in the public service the Most responsible
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was, he thought, that held by the
engineer.

MR. THOMAS: Whilst we employed
a Royal Commission at an expense of
£5,000 a year, he was not going to vote
for any increases. In lots of places in
the eastern districts men had been filling
positions worth £2,000 or £3,000 a year.
If a man retired from such a position
and a young man who had his spurs to
win was appointed, he 'was not paid the
salary or promised the salary which had
been given to his predecessor, but he
started at a lower salary, 'knowing full
well that if his services w arranted it his
salary would be gradually increased until
it amounted to the same as that received
by his predecessor. Every time an
increase had been before the Committee
he had either moved for a reduction of
the amount or supported any other
member who moved for a reduction. An
interim report of the Public Service Com-
mission had been brought before us,
showing that some hundreds of public
officers had been examined and that
careful inquiries had been made in various
parts of the State.

THE CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must not discuss the work of the eoin-
miss ion.

Mn. THOMAS said he hadl never been
called to order on this point before. In
discus~sing the Estimates he could not say
that the engineer, Mr. Palmer, was not
worth £21,200 a year, because one knew
he was worth that amount. While
never attacking one item as to the indi-
vidual who was filling the atice, now hie
was attacking the principle of raising
salaries in face of the fact that we had a
commission sitting to inquire into these
salaries, and he claimed that he was not
out of order in drawing attention. to these
matters and protesting against these
increases whilst that highly-paid. commis-
sion was carrying on its investigations.
If the commission reported that salaries
should be increased, he would be pre-
pared to support the Government in
giving increases which the comm1nission
reported officers were! worthy of, and he
would be prepared to allow of those In-
orease's being retrospective. He believed
Mr. Palmer was worth more than the
Government proposed to pay him, but
there was a principle at slake, and in
order to test the feeling of the Committee

he moved that thbe item be reduced by
£200.

MR. MORAN: It was to be hoped the
hen. meniber (Mr. Thomas) would not
press this reduction. We had learnt
from the Minister what we ought to have
known before, that there was a clause
stipulating there was to be an increase
at an early date after the appointment.
He did not deny that the position of
Engineer-in-Chief was worth £1,200 a.
year. Mr. Palmer had a rapid ascent
from a ver 'y humble place to a high place
in our service. One was pleased that the
consensus of opinion appeared to be that
this officer was wefl worthy of the posi-
tion. As far as was known to the world
before, we did not know of Mr. Palmer
being an engineer eminently suitable to
fill the position of Engineer-in-Chief,
since he started in the service in a very
humble capacity. It was quite possible
we might have amiong our engineers
others with testimonials equal to those of
Mr. Palmer. He hoped these discoveries
would not be mnade too often.

MR. DAGLISH4: As he understood,
what was promised was not that an in-
crease of £200 should be given within
three months' time, but that if an appli-
cation for an increase were made it would
be considered.

MR. MORAN:- What was the promise
actually made?

Mt. DAGLISH: That was the promise
as the Minister stated it. 'He asked the
Minister to repudiate that, if it was
wrong.

TaE MINISTER P0on Wounis: The hon.
member was repeating what he (the
Minister) stated to the Committee.

MR. DAGL1SHt Assuming that
X 1,500 was a fair salary, as -we mxust
assume it was, which was paid to the late
Enginleer-in-Chief, it was reasonable that
a new appointee should work up to that
salary, not by leaps and bounds, but by
reasoniable increases from time to time.
An increase of £200 wats recommended
really before the Engineer-in-Chief had
bad time to prove his absolute fitness for
the. posi tion. One did not say at word
against the officer's qualifications. One
knew he had very high diplomas, but he
had not had time to prove that he wasIeminently suitable for the position. Even
if he bad proved it, a smaller increase
than £200 a year might have been offered.
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He (Mr. Daglish) had been voting against
every increase in salary on these items,
and whenever an increase was brought
before the House and a reduction pro-
posed from any' quarter, he intended to
support the abolition of the increase. He
thought no injustice would be done if we
reduced this item by £200.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:

Ayes
Noes

Majority against . ..

21

14

AYES. NqOS.
Mr. Daglish Mr. Atkins
Mr. Ilastie Mr. iah
Mr. Holman Mr. Butcer
Mr. Momi Mr. Diamond
Mr. Namson Mr. Ein
Mr Taylor M r (4rdinor
Air. Thom.s (Teller). Mr. Gordo.

Mr. Gregory
Mr. Hayward
Mr. Hicks
Mr. Hopkins
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Ringemaill
Mr. McWilliams
Mr. Morgaz
Mr. Oats
Mr. Phillips
Mr. Eason
Mr. Throssell
Mi. Yelverton
Mr. Highs. (Teller).

Amendment thus negatived.

Item -- Principal Engineer, Roads and
Bridges Works, £460:

MR. THOMAS: Had this officer been
appointed ?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
officer had been appointed. The officer
was the oiie who appeared previously as
district engineer. He had been promoted
to the position of principal engineer in
consequence of reorganisation. He would
now have entire charge of the roads and
bridges work. Although individual in-
creases appeared, the fact was that this
department of Public Works would be
called upon to do this year a quarter of a
million pounds' worth more work than it
did last year, and it would be done at an
expenditure of £21,260 odd less for
salaries than last year.

MRs. JACOBY: Would not an attempt
be made dluring the year to carry out a
little better inspection with regard to the
expenditure of money granted to roads
boards throughout the StateP If there
was any department where there was a
considerable amount of money badly
expended it was, he thought, this depart-

nient. Before any grants were made for
roads in this State the Minister should
have a report from one of his own officers
as to the advisability or otherwise of the
roads being constructed. He had Seen
instances where roads bad been built at
great expense and used b 'y practically
very few people, whilst in other cases
grants had been refused in relation to
roads where a tremendous amount of
traffic would be served. In agreat many
cases the construction was exceedingly
expensive and the Work exceedingly poor.
If the salaries of these officers were taken
out of the roads vote and these officers
apportioned to groups of districts, the
work put in would save more than double
their salaries, and we should have far
better road construction than at the
present day. The most extraordinary
specifications lie had ever seen bad been
drawn tip by roads boards, some of
which were not able to pay an engineer,
and they were their own engineers, and
exceedingly bad engineers. He could not
blame the roads boards, because they were
not themselves able to adequately pay anl
engineer, but if the Minister were to
divide the roads boards districts into
groups and appoint an engineering super-
visor for each group, it would come to a
veryv small amount for each board to pay
and would result in an enormous saving
to this State.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
in very many cases the votes made to

Iroads boards were not expended to the
best advantage, he was well aware. He
had had under consideration for some
time past the question of appointing
travelling inspectors and also a travelling
auditor. He hoped to be able to arrange
a scheme of that sort, and hie recognised
the necessity for some such action.

Mit. RASTIE: It was to be hoped the
Minister would make an appointment of
a travelling inspector at. a very early date.
Grants bad within the last few years been
made of a few hundred pounds in eases,
and it was doubtful whether £2 of the
amount had been spent upon the roads
indicated. The money had been spent on
other roads and for other purposes. He
had no doubt it was a common occurrence.
The authorities had got the money for a
specific purpose, but then they changed
their minds as to the relative importance
of different roads and did not spend the
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money upon the roads for which it was
granted. Then they required money to
payv their own officials' expenses. If an

inspector were appointed, no doubt he
would be able to arrange so that these
things would be made better.

Mn. NANSON: While it would be an
advantage to send an auditor to the
different roads districts, he could not
agree that the administration of the
boards and their expenditure of public
money were anything like so bad as
stated by the member for the Swan (Mr.
Jacoby). In the Murchison district, the
roads boards were doing good work; and.
their road-work was more ec!onomical
than that undertaken bv officers of the
Government, and was only half as costly.
The Minister should hesitate before
sending an engineer into those districts
to direct the roads boards in expending
Government grants on roads. There
might be some necessity for that in the
Swan district, but not in the part of the
Murchison which he represented.

MR. JACOBY: In making the sug-
gestion that engineers appointed by the
Government should direct the expendi-
ture in a. group of road districts, be knew
that this was in accordance with the
wishes of roads boards generally. Govern-
ment supervision would insure better
work, with more economy in road-muaking
and maintenance; and the salary of an
engineer, apportioned among half-a-dozen
roads boards, would not be a burden to
any of them. He had seen Government
roads built far cheaper than similar roads
made by roads boards. The systcen he
had suggested was in operation in South
Australia, where the roads were known
to be excellent.

Mn. YETLVERTON supported the
suggestion as to a travelling engineer.
The necessity for a travelling auditor had
also been shown in many cases where the
funds of local bodies had been misap pro-
priated by secretaries. No doubt this
was caused by the lack of knowledge on
the part of members who -were not
familiar with proper systems& of keeping
accounts, and so did not give sufficient
attention to financial details. In appoint.
ing a travelling supervisor for looking
after roads, it was not desirable to
appoint a, red-tape offcer such as those
employed in the Works Department; but
it would be beneficial to the roads boards

and to the Goverrnnent to have the
services of a man practic.ally experienced
in road construction. He believed the
roads boards would be only too glad to
have the services of such a man.

Ma. HOPKINS: Before the Minister
could do any-thing in the direction sug-
gested it would be necessary to establish
here a board of municipal surveyors, who
would have to give certificates of service
to those men now practising. After all,
this matter was in the hands of roads
boards, who could appoint and pay
practical engineers for looking after the
construction of their roads in cases where
the work was of sufficient importance.
There were numerous capable engineers
in this State only too anxious to get that
work; but the tendency had been for
roads boards to employ a practical road
supervisor, and to leave most of the work
to him.

MR. THOMAS:- The Minister was
understood to say that the amount pro-
posed to be expended. on roads and
bridges this year was less than last year
by X1,250; but on looking through the
Estimates, he found there was an actual
increase.

Item - Principal Engineer, Harbour
and Rivers, £750:-

MR. ATKINS: This appeared to be a
new appointment; but instead of bring-
ing n. man from outside the departmient
at a high salary, the high salary should
have been paid to someone in the depart-
ment capable of doing the work.

Mn.. MORAN: It was apparent there
had been a big increase consequent on
the promotion of Mr. Palmer to the head
of the engineering division. Art increase
of £50 was given to the new principal
engineer of harbours and rivers; and the
"1principal engineer of roads and bridges"
was apparently a new item, or it might
be an increase. The expenditure on the
harbours and rivers staff last year was
£1,263; yet the Minister proposed to
expend abo ut double that amount on the
staff for the current year. This increase
did njeed some explanation. The vote as
a whole showed a gigantic increase. He
was satisfied that a marine engineer could
do the work of harbhours and rivers in
addition to the engineering work of the
Fremantle Harbour; yet a principal
engineer of harbours and divers was
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appointed at £750, and this was exclusive
of the Fremantle harbour works. Some
big economies might be effected in this
branch.

MR. THOMAS: Had the principal
engineer for harbours and rivers been
appoinzted ?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:. Yes.
MR., JACOBY: Two small engineering

departments, that of roads and bridges
with that of harbours and rivers, might
be amalgamated. There would also be a
coosiderable decrease in the work of both
these departments before long, and Surely
one engineer at the head could supervise
the work of both.

THiE MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
prindipal engineer for harbonrg and rivers
was Mr. Dillon Bell, who appeared also
in the Architectural Division as super.
visor of public buildings receiving £,700
a&year. From that position he was trans-
fer-red to the Harbours and Rivers
Department. When Mr. Grainger was
appointed as Chief Architect, at a salar~y
considerably more than Mr. Dillon Bell
was receiving as head of the department,
it seemed to him (the Minister) unneces-
sary and not economical to keep in that
department a superintendent of public
buildings at £700 a year as well as a
chief architect. Mr. Dillon Bell had been
brought to this State spcially in connec-
tion with harbours and rivers work, and
he was at one time (under Mr. O'Connor)
assistant engineer for the whole State.
As there was some important work now
going on in connection with harbours and
rivers, it seemed best that Mr. Bell should
be placed temnporarily in charge of this
branch of -work. this was merely a
temporary arrangement, and was far
from showing an increase in the cost as a
whole. Nothing would have been said
had he allowed Mr. Dillon Bel to remain
in his former position; but because better
use could be made of his services in
another departmont for the time being,
this transfer was now pointed out as
an unjustifiable increase in the Harbours
and Rivers Department. The fact was
that by transferring Mr. Bell from the
Architectural branch £2700 a, year was
dropped in the transfer, and £825 was
dropped in another transfer, making
£1,025 a year saved. Mr. Bell was to
draw temporarily 43750 a year.

Mnt. HASTIE moved that the item be
reduced by £50, thereby striking off the
increase. It was not to be assumed that
this officer would work harder for tho
increase of £50 than he did before.

MR, MORAN: The explanation giren
by the Minister involved two more ex-

-planations. A i officer having been taken
from one (lepartmnent and transferred to

-another, how was, it that the Harbours
and Rivers Department wa-s able to get
on withouit his servics previously ? It
appeared also that one officer hadl been
in excess and was practically at super-
numerary in the Architectural depart.
ment before this transfer took place.

Tasr MINISTER FOR WORKS z
The only explanation he had to give was
that which he had made. In trying to
effect economies in the department, he
thoughit that Mr. Bell's services could be
better employed in harbours and rivers
work than in architectural work. Mr.
Bell was formerly the head architect. It
was considered advisable to appoint an
officer in that department as Chief Archi-
tect for a6 term, at a higher salary than
Mr. Bell was receiving as head of the
department. Mr. Bell had been s, long

Itime in the service. and gave great satis-
faetion to previous Ministers. Tie was
quiet, unassuming, and not having
pushed himself in the service as others
had done, lie had not advanced as some
had done who were more pushing. It
would have been manifestly improper to
let the head of the Architectural depart-
ment draw a salary lower than that of
another manu in the same department.

-Mr. Bell was more at home in harbours
and rivers work, though as an architect
he had given great satisfaction in regard
to buildings. Mr. Bell's position in the
liar bours and rivers branch was tem-
porary, and it was hoped the Committee
would not press for wore details. An
increase of £950 bad been made to his
salary, and he was einrently worthy of
it. Still, Mr. Bell was known to be so
modest in regard to his services and
qualifications, that he would noit desire
to have his salary increased unless the
Committee were unanimously in favour
of it.

Mn. MORAN ac-cepted the explana-
tion that Mr. Dillon Bell as head of the
Architectural department had been " a
round man in a. square bole," because he
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was mere used to harbours and rivers
work. As the Architectural branch had
been overmanned while he remained the
bead of it, Mr. Grainger inight well have
been doing the same work previously as
lie was doing now, and thus have saved
another salary during some years past.

MR. HA9TIE:- It was plesing to
hear there was one officer in the service
who was partictularly modest as to his
qualifications. He (Mr. Hastie) had
never yet met an officer of that kind. He
did not know Mr. Dillon Be]), but he
hoped the Committee would agree to
strike out the increase.

Amendment passed, and the item re-
duced by £50.

Item-Resident Engineer. Harhnnrand
River Works, £375:

Mit. JOHNSON:- This officer, for whom
provision was made in a previous year,
appeared to have been since appointed,
and he got an increase of X560.

TaE MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
sum of £401) was provided last year;
and on Mr. Rowland. beiug promoted to
that position, his salary was fixed at
£375 instead of the £.400 previously pro-
vided.

Ma. HOLJMAN moved that the item
be reduced by £50.

Amendment passed. and the item re-
duced.

Item-Draftsmian, £200:
MR. THOMAS: £200 was provided

last year, but not expended. Presumably
no appointment was made. These Esti-
mates were brimming over with drafts-
men, and he did hope the Committee
would consent to strike out this item for
another draftsman.

Thas MINISTER FOR WORKS pro-
tested against the Commit-tee taking in
hand the rednction or striking out of
items in this promiscuous manner. He
was expected to effect economy in this
department. The department this year
undertook a quarter of a million pounds'
worth more work, and they did so at an
expenditure in salaries of £21,250 less than
last year. If economies were to be effected
it was manifest it could not be without
reorganisation, and without giving a few
increases in some directions. However,
this particular item was not an increase.
It was making provision for a draftsman,

and the same provision was made last
year. The amount was not expended last
year, but it was put on the Estimates as
a provisional item, in case necessity
should arise, It would not be spent this
year unless necessity arose. It was purely
a precautionary item. Unless the pro-
vision was there, what was hie to do if
such an appointment became necessaryP
They had no spare draftsmen knocking
about the Public Works Department at
present, nor did he intend to have in
future. He asked the Committee to let
the item stand with an assurance that it
would not be made use of unless it was
absolutely necessary.

MR. THOMAS: The Harbour and
River Works 'vote bad been increased by
overl100 per cent. The amount expdaded
last year was £1,263 17s. 9d., and the
a-mount proposed to be expended this year
was £2,477 10s.

MR. JAcoB3Y: And not so much to do.
MR. THOMAS: This was exclusive of

the Freman tie Harbour Works, lie pre-
sumed. Last year the Fremnantle Harbour
Works were included. He would like to
know what all these people were doing to
whom we paid in the aggregate £22,500
per annum. Did they inspect the other'
harbours in the State and give reliable
reports to the Government? If so, he
would like to know if they had been sent
to Fsperance, and whether they had given
reports to the Government, and if they
had, whether the Minister would place the
information received at the disposal of
-members.

THE M~INISTERPFOR WORKS: Was
it necessary for him to explain that the
engineers of harbours and river works had
to do all the necessary work in connection
with all the harbours and rivers of the
State, including the harbour of E sperance.
The member for Dun das (Mr. Thomas)
knew full well that some of these officers
had visited Esperance, and had reported
on works necessary to be done there. If
the hon. mnember would ask him for any
particular report upon any particular
work, he would be most happy to supply
him with it. He was sure the hon. memi.
ber would regret if, in consequence of this
provision not being made, some farther
necessary work in connection with the
harbour at Esperanee could not be
undertaken.

Amendment negatived.
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Item-Messenger, 9 months at £40
per annuim, £30:-

Mas. THOMAS: We had any quautity
of messengers throughout these Esti-
mates. He moved that the item be
struck out.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS. If
some provision of this sort was not muade
for a mere hey to run messages, messages
would have to be taken by an officer whoF
received a much higher salary. Tere-
fore, if the amendment were carried it
would he false economy.

Mn. Tuorrs: There were plenty of
messengers all over the pla-e.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: An
item of £30 for a maessenger was one
that need not be called attention to.

Amendment negatived.
Ms.- JACOBY said he wished to refer

to the Width of Tires Act. It was
highly important for the roads of this
country that the Act Should be enforced
throughout the State. At present the
option was left entirely with the roads
boards to enforce the Act. There would
be a tremendous Saving regarding expen-
diture and maintenance if the Act were
enforced. A proportion of the boards
already enforced it. He suggested that the
Minister for Works might reduce the
grant to those beards which did not
enforce the Act. The cost of maintenance
of roa~ds in districts where the Act was
enforced was from 50 to 75 per cent. less
than where the Act was not enforced.
In maintenance £100 would go two
or three times farther in those dis-
tricts -where the Act -was enforced than
would otherwise be the case. Some
time ago the Government cut up a
quantity of land at Swan View, which
sold at from £50 to £60 a block. He
believed the Government had received to
date something like £5,000, but it was
absolutely impossible at the present time
for the purchasers to get to the blocks.
There was no access to the York Road,
and there were five or six people waiting
to build, but it was impossible to get
their material there. If the Government
would take steps to have this road made,it would cost about £260, and the result
would be the employment of a large
number of people.

Item -Roads and bridges tbroughout
the State, £55,000:

Mu., HASTIE: The amnount for roads
and bridges throughout the State was
£55,000, that being in addition to a large
number of particularly generous grants.
Item 105 related to grants in aid for
roads boards which had struck a general
rate. Unless he was wrong, it mneant
that those not in the habit of striking
rates would get a very large sum. of
money, and those who were would get
£6,000 altogether. [The MINISTER FOR
Woan~s: No.3 He would ask for special
informiation ufl that item 105. He under-
stood that the item £955,000 included
£5,000 to be spent between Busselton
and the Caves. He presumed that would
come out of the £55,000.

MEMB3E: There was a special item for
that.

MR. THOMAS: What was the mean-
ing of the increase of £65,000?P

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS-. The
item last yea r in aid of roads and bridges
throughout the State wats.£50,000. That
was found to be altogether too small to
do the necessary work that the roads
boards throughout the State had to do,
and it was found possible to increase it,
thonogh not to the extent he would have
liked. The£255,000 was a vote for grants
in aid of roads boards as a whole-those
which did not strike rates and those which
did. The extra vote of £6,000 was
an extra granat in aid as an additional
encouragement to those roads board s that
did strike rates. The roads hoards which
struck a. rate got their share of the
£55,000, and they also had divided
amonigst them the extra £6,000. The
object of the Government was to offer an
inducement to roads hoards to strike a
rate, and so help those who helped them-
selves.

Item-Albany Bridge over the Mill-
brook, £150:

MR. THOMAS asked for inform atiou
with regard to bridges across rivers. He
knew what had happened in the past.
He had seen two or three bridges over a
river where one good bridge would have
answered all purposes. He was not
referring to this one particular item, but
the whole matter of these bridges over
rivers.

Ma. PHILLIPS: The bridge over the
Irwin River at Mountain's Crossing be-
longed to the main road, over which most

Annual Estimates:



2843 Annual Estimite8: [SEBY] RasadBigs

of the traffi passed, but it had boon con-
demued by the Government and by the
roads board for something like two
years, and at present people were not
allowed to take more than 30cwt. over
the bridge. This item was greatly needed
for the welfare of the district.

Item - Fretuantle road bridges (2),
lighting and maintenance, £40:

Ma. HOLMAN: Why was only £,150
spent on this item last year, whereas the
present amount was £4600?

MR. HIOHAK: The amount was required
for maintenance.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: Al-
though £9150 us . 8d. was on the Esti-
mates for last year, there was a. liability
of £197.

MR. THOMAS: One could under-
stand the Committee passing votes for
struggling outside communities, bnt it
was absurd for Perth and Fremantle, two
of the richest communities, he supposed,
on the face of the globe, to come and ask
the Committee to pass a few paltry sumns
like this. He moved that the item be
reduced by.£203.

Amendment negatived.

Itemi-Guildford, Helena, River Bridge,
£4,900:

Mn. THOMAS asked for information.
The amount voted last year was £2,560.
Only,£475 was expended, and there was
a liability of £3,769, making a total of,
roughly, £4,500.

Ma. JACOBY; How was it that the
estimate was so far wrong as to the ac-tual
cost of the bridge? The old bridge was
condemned and this was a new bridge to
replace it. That work had to be done.
The old bridge was dangerous.

Mn. THOMAS said he was satisfied.
Mn. JACOBY: One would like to

know bow the enormous under-estimate
was accounted for.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Estimates for last year were not at pre-
sent before him, but he hardly thought
that £2,550 was shown as the esti-
mated cost. He should he vecry much
surprised if it was so, because he knew
from his own knowledge it was always
estimated the bridge would cost con-
siderably more. The bridge happened to
be in his (the Minister's) constituency,
but he would like the member for

*Dundas (Mr. Thomas) to bear in mind
that it was authorised and taken in hand
some considerable time ago. The work
was absolutely necessary. The old bridge
was condemned; in fact the greater part
of it was burnt down. He regretted very

Imuch that the work had cost so much
money, but it could not be done for less.
It had been carried out by a firm of con-
tractors, and a prominent member of the
House would bear him out in saying the
work that firm did was done at a reason-
able rate.

Msmnn: What about extras?
THE; MINISTERFOL WORKS., There

were no extras.

Item - Perth Causeway widening,
£2,000:

MR. THOMAS: Were aniy of the local
bodies helping the Government? If so,
what help were they giving, and upon
what terms?

TEEn MINISTER FOR WORKS:
The local bodies were not providing any
assistance, and be did not consider they
should be asked to do so. The widening
of the Causeway over the river was
necessary, in case the tramways shouild
run over there to connect Perth with
Victoria Park, and it was considered
almost necessary to widen the Causeway
in any case, the tratfc being very
extensive. However, if the tramway
should run. over there and connect with
Victoria Park, he certainly, if then
Minister for Works, would endeavour to
obtain some proportion of the cost from
the Tram way Company, but not from any
local body.

Item--Upper Chapman, Bridge over
Mt. Erin Creek, £100:

MR. HOLMAN: Were all these
bridges necessaryP There were places
where, at certain times of the year, the
teams were forced to hang up for a week
or two, and people in that part of the
country never asked for bridges, but we
found in these agricultural districts
where there was at suspicion that a cart
went over a creek at some time or other
they required a bridge over that creek.
He had been on the 'Murchison where, if
they had only had a bridge over certain
parts, they would not have had to go a
month or five weeks without having flour
to eat. People hadl lived out on the
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Murchison for a month without a scrap
of flour. It was time that this system
of building bridges where they were not
required was stopped.

At 6-30, the CHAIRMAN left the Chair.
At 7'30, Chair resumed.

Mu. HOLJMAN asked whether an in-
spection was mnade before works of this
kind were put on the Estimates? For
the North Murchison district be had
made applications for works he con-sidered absolutely necessary; but he
found that nearly as much money was
spent in making inspections as would
have done the work. As to the neces-
sity for this bridge over a creek, he ha
seen places on the Murehison where
teams had to go 10 or 15 miles out of
their Course to avoid aL creek in winter;
therefore he objected to the spending of
money on small bridges in agricultural
districts where the work might not be so
necessary as were bridges in other dis-
tricts.

THE MINISTER POP. WORKS:
Every case of the kind was inspected
before the work was proposed on the
Estimates. The remark applied not only
to this bridge, but to all such cases.

Item-Upper Irwin, bridge over Green
Brook. on the Enanty Road, £600-
amended verbally on motion byx the
MINnSTaa FOR WORKS.

Items (3)-Sussex (Caves district),
Margaret road, £1,000; Eusselton,
Yalingup Road, £6,000; Road between
Yalingup and Lake Caves, £3,100:

MR. HOLMAN, referring to these and
other items, said about £18,000 was to
be expended on roads and ina connection
with the Caves in the South-West. He
objected to this large expenditure on
works of luxury, at a time when there
were unemployed in the country. The
money could be expended to better ad-
vantage in other works. He was told the
roads in the Caves district were in fair
order for bush roads.

MRm. BATH: It was a question whether
it was advisable to spend money to
enable people to go to pleasure resorts.
There had been criticism against the
Government because they were spending
so much money on public works, and there

were other criticisms because they were
not spending sufficient to provide for the
unemployed. The Government should
devote attention to those works which
were really reproductive, rather than ex-
pend large sumns ou making roads to
Caves and other pleasure resorts.

Ma. JACOBY: Illustrated books and
photographs of the Caves in the South-
West should be distributed on seagoing
boats, and be supplied to hotels in the
Eastern States, as an effective means, of
attracting visitors to these Caves, and in
that way benefiting the country. Expen-
diture in Connection with the Caves would,
in effect, be reproductive.

Mn. DIAMOND supported the making
of roads to the Caves. He had already
suggested to the Government that a book
should be published called " Health and
Holiday Resorts of Western Australia."
He knew a large Dumber of intending
visitors would probably spend a holiday
in this State if facilities were provided
for getting to the Caves in the South-
West. He had seen the famous caves in
South Australia, in New South Wales,
some in England, and some in other
places; but none of those countries had
such magnificent caves as these in the
South-West of this State. The road
from ilusselton to the Yalingup Cave was
in a, bad condition, and be 'was sure there
was no road on the goldfields as bnd as
that. Years ago be bad advocated in the
public Press that an area of country, to
be called a "National Park," should be
dedicated for the enjoyment of the people,
on a scale similar to that of the National
Park which was so popular in New
South Wales. This area of country
should include the Caves in the South-
West, and would also be beneficial by
preserving the flora and fauna of Western
Australia. Having a magnificent asset
in theso Caves, we should not haggle
about an extra thousand or two for a
work so important as the waking of roads
and providing proper facilities for en-
abling visitors to see the Caves.

MR. JOHNSON: It was all very well
to speak of beauty-spots in the Sussex
district; but the question was, could we
afford to spend vast sums of money on
Caves in the South-West? He did not

-dispute that they were beautiful; but
these Estimates proposed to spend about
£10,000 on roads leading to the Caves,
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and the Government ])Yoposed to spend
other sums on the Caves, making together
about £18,000. Also in Perth the Gov-
ernment proposed to spend about £21,000I
on public parks and gardens. Would
our finances stand all this ? Hle main-
tained they would not. Hie was pre-
pared to do a little this year towards
making roads to the Caves, and a little,
to improve the Caves, but hie would not
vote for spending £18,000 on these ob-
jects. There were industries in the
country to be developed, and money could
be better spent in encouraging the gold-
mining andi the agricultural industries
than in works of ornament and luxury.
He hoped the Minister would assist the
Committee, by explaining how these large
sums could best be reduced, so as to do
part of the work this year.

MR. F. REID supported the items in
their entirety. He had seen one of the
Caves4, ad he was so unfortunate as to
have to travel over one of the worst roads
he had ever tried. There was no road on
the goldfields so had as that, and though
some members seemed to dispute what he
was Baying, he was talkcing of what he
had seen, and not on hearsay. He gave
his unqualified support to the. proposed
expenditure for making good roads to the
Caves, but would not. support the expen-
diture of so much as £218,000 this year
in that district. These Caves were a
national asset, and if proper facilities for
reaching them were made, the Caves
would attract a great number of visitors,
and in that way benefit the country.

Ma. JOHNsoNq: What about the unem-
ployed ?

MaL. REID: If anything like £l8.000
were spent on roads to the Caves and in
improving the Caves, that money would
employ a large amount of labour, and by
attracting visitors to the country we
should do good not only to that dis-
trict but to others. While he objected
to spending the ful~l amount this year,
he thought it would be almost criminal
for us to leave these Caves without pro-
viding proper facilities for enabling people
to visit them.

Ma. THOMAS protested against so
much money being put on the Estimates
for what he considered to be luxuries.
A sum of £250 had been passed for
making a portion of the road from
Esperance to Norseman, in accordance

with a resolution previously passed for
the development of the geographical trade
of each district. The Government were
asking the Committee to spend £210,000
on making roads purely for attracting visi-
tors from Ceylon and other places to see
the Caves. He would not vote for works
of an ornamental or luxurious character.
Members were not prepared to spend
nearly £60,000 on luxuries, when there
were lots of things for which money was
required to alleviate suffering and dis-
tress. We had the- unemployed trouble
looming ahead of us, and it behoved us
to see that everything in the form of
luxury in these Estimates was wiped
off.

Mst. HOLMAN: There were, in his
opinion, a great many roads on which
this money could be spent to more ad van-
tags than on this particular road. At
Lake Way after heavy rain the roads
were simply impassable, and the same
was the case at Peak Hill. It would be
much better for money to be spent on
roads in the back country to allow food
to be taken to the people than for it to
be spent on the road mentioned in the
item. It would be better to spend the
money in light railways than upon this
road. There would be ample time in
years to come to spend mnoney on pleasu re.

MR. FOULKES: Having travelled
down to the C1aves be could support this
item, and one of the chief reasons for
supporting it was that it would -alleviate
suffering and distress. Albany was, he
believed, practically the coolest place in
the State. In Perth and Fremantle,
during January, February, and March,
the climate was exceedingly hot, and if
we wanted to keep people in the State
during those months, it was absolutely
necessary that we should provide facilities
for their going to cool places which would
be beneficial to their health. There were
many women and children who felt the
summer heat most intensely, and a great
many of them were residents of the
goldfields. These roads would be made
not only for the few residents living in
these southern districts, but practically
for the benefit of the people residing in
the districts of Kalgoorlie, Murchison,
Perth, and Fremantle, and even Kanowna.
These Caves would be a great acquisition,
and be the means of 'keeping many people
here. At present this State was one of
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the dullest places in the whole Common-
wealth as regarded health resorts.

MRt. HASTIE said he had had the
pleasure of travelling along the road in
question and seeing the Caves, and also
the pleasure of going over a, large num ber
of the goldfields. That road was abso-
lutely the best he had travelled along for
months. The member for Kalgoorlie
(Mr. Johnson) said that Western Aus-
tralia. could not afford to spend this
X18,000, of which the £1,000 referred to
was a part. Re disagreed with the hon.
member there. This country could afford
to spend the money, but it could only do
so by depriving other good and useful
things of the amount of assistance
required. The cave he saw was a par.
ticularly beautif ul one, and lie would like
to see it improved as much as possible.
But whatever we did for these Caves
would benefit a comparatively small sec-
tion of the people. The work -was not
a reproductive one in the ordinary sense
of the term. We had already spent, be
believed, over five or six thousand pounds
on the Caves this year, and we were going
to add another X18,000. *As a result of
that expenditure almost ever 'y mionth new
Caves were being discovered, and the Gov-
ernment were being asked to expend
money in improving these Caves. Where
we should finish he did not know. The
member for Sussex (Mr. Yelverton)
would doubtless barrack for as much
money to he spent in his district as he
could get for it. Other members bad
approached requnisitions made from their
districts in a very different spirit. There
were some holes in the rijad under con-
sideration. The driver of the conveyance
by which the parliamentary party travelled
had instructions to be sure to take them
through the deepest part of every hole he
possibly could. The road was just as
good as the roads required to he used by
the majority of the people in this State.
When we came to the next vote, £6,000,
he would move for a reduction. He was
Lssuniing that the Margaret road was3 in
the samne state as the road from Eusselton
Lio Yalingupi.

MR. TAY'LOR: Though he had not
travelled over this particular road he had
travelled over the road referred to in the
next itema, which he took to be a similar
road. He had travelled over mniles and
miles of roads in this State which were

worse than that road ever was. The
party started away from Busselton. at the
rate of miore than 15 miles an hour over
the roughest portion of the road, which
jolted some of the members almost to
pieces. After people got from the main
portion on to the sand and limestone
country it was pretty rough, but nothing
so bad as membhers. would make the Com-
mittee believe. On the return journey
when they came back at a reasonable
pace, the road was anything but
rough. He had travelled over hundreds
of miles of country with roads twenty
tdmies worse than that. He objected to a
large expenditure on these Caves. He
regarded the Caves as a beautiful place
for any persons in the hot parts of the
State who wanted to go to a cooler
climate; bus only a very small percentage
of the population would have the pleasure
of visiting the Caves, and when people
had once viisited them they would not be
in a hurry to visit them again, for there
would be nothing new to see. It was
purely a luxury. There were goldfields
where men had been struggling for six or
seven years and where no money had been
expended. The roads should 6e made to
the Caves, but lie did not think the
amount named should be spent. There
was, an item of £6,000 to make about
14 miles of road. The road was about
18 miles in length, and he thought that
about four or five miles had been already
made. He would vote for a reduction of
the vote as a whole. An expenditure of
nine or ten thousand pounds* on roads
there would be too great.

MR. JOHNSON moved that the item
be struck out. He was prepared to be
absolutely fair in this matter. He recog-
nised that these Caves deserved a certan
amount of attention from the Govern-
ment, but we could not afford to spend
£C10,000 upon these roads at the present
time. H~e would be prepared on the next
item to spend £5,000 on the road which
as far as he could understand was the
main road to the Caves. He was not

going to bring the unemployed question
into the subject; but we ha~d wives and
families to-day practically starving, and
in the face oif that could we afford to
spend this large sumn of money on work
which would not be reprod uctiveP

MEL. JACOBY: Every penny of it would1be spent in wages.
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MR. JOHNSON: There were other
things which would give more employ-
meat. People on the goldfields could not
even afford to (ome to Perth to see the
public gardens. This item should be
struck out, the next item should be
reduced a thousand pounds, and the
following item should he struck out.

Mn. MORAN: In New South Wales
there were cheap fares from all parts of
the State to its beauty-spots, and that
brought in an enormous revenue. The
expenditure of this money on this beauty
spot in Western Australia, which would
he second to none in the world from allI
we could gather, would be one of theI
most reproductive expenditures we could
go in for. Last evening he fought hard
to give the goldfields a 3s. 6d. water
supply, so that they could have their
gardens. Was he supported lyv the so-I
called goldfieids repre-sentatives P Ufewas
deserted. Reference had been made to
people not being able to enjoy these caves.
Members on that (Opposition) side of the
House fought to prevent the Government
from increasing the gold fields rates, but
most of the goldfieldst members supported I
those who supported the railway rates.
If hie had his way. ho would reduce the
railway rates so as to attract holiday- i
makers to the Caves and other pleasure
resorts at suitable seasons of the year.
He would apply cheap rates not only for
bringing people f rom. the goldfields to
visit these Caves and enjoy the heautitll
climate of the South-West, but would
endeavour to attract people from all parts
of the State, while also attracting visgitors
from outside. In this way any money
spent on the opening-up of these Caves
and waking them accessible by good
roads would be reproductive; and he
would vote for these items as a. wise and
good expenditure, and a timely one nowI
that 'we had money to spend. People on
the goldfields had all too few chances of
visiting places like the Caves. Let us
give them the opportunity to go there for
a few shillings.

Mn. BATH: The member for West
Perth had been crying like a neglected
child. In opposing the large amounts
proposed to be spent on roads leading to
the Caves, Labour members considered
that the money could be devoted more
judiciously to useful purposes elsewbere.
The money, for instance, might be applied

towards the more complete reticulation of
the goldields for the water supply. As
to beauty-spots, the Government had
spent generously on these, especially
in the coastal districts; and as to any

gain in railway fares by attracting visitfors
to the Caves, only a portion of the rail-
way fares would he actual profit. The
policy of New South Wales, in providing
cheap railway fares to the Blue Rioun-
tains, had not brought any profit he ever
heard of while residing lin New South
Wales, but he believed there had been a
large loss.

Mn. MORAN:- Then the hion. member
was speaking in opposition to cheap rail-
way rates for the goldfields.

Ma. BATH: If the Governmehit were
called on to run the railways and every-
thing at, cheap rates, we must soon come
to the end of our tether. We bad not
yet reached that degree of socialism.

TEiE MINISTER FOR WORKS sug-
gested that there had been too much
discussion on the question of the Caves.
The amendment for striking out the first
of these road items, £1,000 for the Mar-
garet road leading to the Margaret Caves;
was an item on which there must he
admittedly some expenditure to improve
the road, because if the item were struck
out it would be impossible to do any-
thing to that road. It had been sug-
geite-d that he should agree. to somie
compromise; but no compromise would
be possible in striking out the whole of
the first item.

Mn. JoHNeON: The proposal to sitrike
it out was to get an expression of
opinion.

THE& MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
opinion he had to give was that the pro-
vision of £1,000 in that case was neces-
sary and justifiable. It was admitted
that in the Caves we had a valuable asset,
and everyone who had visited these Caves
remarked on their beauty, and said it was
a disgrace that the roads to themi should
he left in such had condition. If access
to the Caves were improved, we shoul4l
have any quantity of visitor-s to thie
Caves.

Ma. THOMAS: Would not a tram1way
he cheaper than spending all this money
on roads?

Tax MINISTER FOR WORKS:- It
was admitted that the Caves were worth
all the attention we could give them, and
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that the money spent will be returned to
us tenfold by the increased number of
people who will visit the Caves and
expend money in doing so. In regard to
the next item, Busselton-Yalingup Road,
£26,000, possibly there would be some
means of arriving to some extent at a
compromise. Ho would not be prepared
to go very far in that direction even in
regard to this item, but he would accept
some slight compromise on it.

MR. YELVRRTON: The conservative
tone of members on the Labour bench
was surprising. As to the Margaret
Road, this was a case in which the expen-
diture would provide employment for
many men now in want of work; and if
the Government would let the mating of
that road in sections, labouring men
would be benefited even mnure by doing
the work in that way than if it were let
in one large contract. The opening of the
Caves would be beneficial not only this
year bat for many future years, especially
in regard to railway receipts. Last
summer a large number of visitors
went to the Caves, and he believed
that this summer there would be ten
times more. He travelled over the
Yalingup Road last Sunday with the
member for the Murray, and they counited
eight coaches full of passengers. Another
member informed him that he counted
18 carriages and coaches laden with
passengers, on another day. As to the
Margaret Road, members who had spoken
against it could not have travelled over it.
That road would give access to the Lake
Cave and the Mammoth Cave, which were
pronounced by competent authorities as
the finest caves known in the world. Mr.
d ull, Under Secretary for Public Works,
informed him that he had visited all the
principal caves in Australia, and said
the New South Wales Government spent
£C60,000 on the Jenolau Caves, also that
large sums had been spent on the caves
in South Australia. He had heard also
that in America considerable sums were
spent on caves; and in England, caves
had been opened recently, he believed in
Cheshire, and tens of thousands of pounds
spent on them. The distance from
Busselton to Yalingup was 194f miles;
from Yalingup to the Margaret Caves
about 22 miles more; or tbe distance
from Busselton to the Margaret Caves
(not via Yalingup) was about 45 miles.

Not only in connection with the Caves
would the making of these roads be
beneficial, but there was some splendid
land among the hills surrounding the
Caves, particularly suitable for intense
culture, especially fruitgrowing and root
crops. The making of these roads would
open up that excellent land, and when it
was put under cultivation it would be
immensely benefic.ial to thecountry. The
Caves were not only a benefit to the
Sussex district, which be represented, but
they were a national asset, and we should
render them accessible to the people of the
country. Facilities should not only he
offered to people on the goldflelds but in
all parts of the cutyfor visiting the
Caves in the South-West, and these
facilities would also attract many visitors
from outside the State, some of whom
would probably settle in the country. In
reference to the unemployed question, he
did not know of many cases in which
works would be more beneficial to men
out of employment than the making of
these roads, on which hundreds of men
c(uld be employed. Not only would the
Caves be a pleasure resort, but they would
be a good investment for the State. We
had very few pleasure resorts in this
country, and we should make the best
use of them. The member for Kanowna,
had the audacity to state that he (Mr.
Yelverton) must have used persuasion
with the Ministers for Lands and Works
for inducing them to propose a large
expenditure on these Caves. He bad
never spoken a word to the Minister for
Lands on the question; and as to the
Minister for Works, he spoke to him only
a few moments. He believed those
Ministers recognised the justice of the
case, and did not need persuasion.
While the Yalingup Cave was beautiful,
it was not to be compared with the Mar-
garet Caves, to which the item referred.
The climate in the vicinity was almost in-
comparable. The amounts proposed to
be expended would be returned to us in
railway fares and many other ways.

MR. HOPKINS said he understood
the Government had arranged to establish
a State hotel in the vicinity of the Caves.
That was an experiment, and he did not
approve of it as a monopoly. In New
South Wales, very cheap fares to the
Blue Mountains were available at certain
times, particularly on Saturdays. The
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beauty-spots all over this State should be
opened, and we should not desire to see
our people going to the Eastern States to
spend their holidays. Hie wanted to see
every beauty-spot, as also every port, in
this State made accessible to the people;
and he did not wish to see any monopoly
such as that which appeared to be con-
temiplated in connection with a State
hotel at the Caves. As to opening other
places in the State, there were beautiful
Caves in the neighbourhood of Jurian
Bay, north of Geraldton, which were said
to surpass the Caves in the South-West.
That hay also afforded the only shelter for
ships along that part of the coast, and
the district deserved attention. If there
was room for any cutting down of
these road items, we might do it
in the second item, an amount of
.26,000 for the Busselton-Yalinguip Road.
The bulk of the goldfields p)eople could
not visit these Caves, neither could the
bulk of the people in Perth, for financial
reasons. It very often happened in
places like Australia that those persons
who could afford to enjoy these privileges
one ,year were exempted perhaps the
following year. We had, he believed, a
period of prosperity in this State, and if
these beauty-spots were opened up they,
would be availed of, not only by the
public in this State but people in the
Eastern States. He (lid not look upon
this as providing a cheap retreat for
tourists. If he did that, lie would not
support one item. The tourist was always
prepared to pay for the privileges he
obtained. He did not think it was ever
contemplated by any reasonable business
man that the Caves were to be thrown
open to the tourist to inspect them free
of charge.

Mn. JOHNSON said he had all the
information he desired. He had admitted.
that he had never been in the Busselton
district, and had never visited these Caves.
He moved the striking out of the item InD
order to find out exactly which item we
could reduce to the best advantage with-
out the district being injured in any way' .
He found now that £1,000 was absolutely
necessary, and that by expending £1,000
we should be opening up absolutely the
best of the Caves. Therefore he wished,
by leave, to withdraw his amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Item - Sussex, lBusselton - Yalingup
Road, £6,000:

MR. JOHNSON: As a number *of
members had travelled alone the road, he
trusted some member who had done so
would move that the item be reduced.

MR. HASTIE moved that the item be
reduced by £5,000. The Cave he saw at
the beginning of the year was opened up.
A very large portion of it was available to
tourists from outside the State, and also
to persons who lived in the State; and if
£1,000 were spent on the Margaret Caves
doubtless they would soon be opened up
too. We had probably' 40, 50, or 60
Caves, and we might be asked to open up
a6 very large number. We ought to con-
centrate our energy on the two Caves,
which would be sufficient to please all
those people who would visit there from
the goldields and Perth, as also from
outside. He and others had been repre-
sented as looking at this question from a
particularly selfish point of view, and as
grudging this expenditure. We had,
however, never declared that this district
should not have some attention, but had
protested against the idea that all we had
to do was to spend a little money almost
anyhow, on the general assurance that it
would come back in the " sweet by-and-
by " tenfold. We haod been told that the
people in New South Wales spent large
amounts on Caves and holiday resorts,
and had reaped handsome benefit. From
the reports he bad seen of their railways,
the railway system on account of that had
not particularly paid its way. He hoped
the Committee would not fo~olishly spend
the amount of mioney which at present it
had the privilege of disposing of. The
member for Sussex (Mr. Yelverton) said
that this would provide employment for
people who had not any. The sanme could
be said of a thousand and one things in
this State. If we employed people, we
wanted to do so on someting of a repro-
ductivernature. He hoped the Committee
would agree to very considerably reduce
the item. If £1,000 was spent'0on that
road, which was only 18 or 19 miles, the
road would be very much improved, and
the hon. member knew that if next year-
or some other year farther assistance was
required, he bad only to appeal to a very
sympathetic Government. The hon.
member told its we had a muagnifi-
cent national asset. He had heard
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that about almost eve"- other thing
in the State. The only way we could
make use of that asset was to go
there and gaze and express our admira-
tion. It had been represented that
we had only to make the road for the
place to be almost overwhelmed with
visitors, but that had not been the experi-
ence of other parts of the world, and he
did not believe it would be the experience
of this State.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

7
23

Majority against ... 16
kmae NOE'*.Mr. Bath Mr. Atkins

Mr. Hagtie Mr. Botcher
Mr. 1Holun Mr. miamond
Mr. Johnson Mr. Ewing
Mr. Taylor Mr. Fo.l&..
Mr. Thorau Mr. Gordo.
Mr. Wallace (Teller). Mr. Geor

Mr. H=yw~
Mr. Higha.
Mr. Hopkins
Mr.' Jacoby
Mr .es
Mr. Mclonald

Mr. McWilliams
Mr. Mne
Mr. O'connor
Mr. PhillipsMr. 

Rason
Mr. Reid
Mr. Smith
Mr. Velverton
Mr. Mo.n (Teller>.

Amendment thus niegatived.
MR. HOPKINS moved that the itemn

be reduced by £2,000.
Ma. THOMAS: The hon. member had

told us his object was to do something.
so that people with their wives and
families should not go East but be able
to visit the beauty spots in Western Aus-
tralia; but he (Mr. Thomas) knew full
well that the people from the Eastern
Goldfields bad to go East during the
summer to see their wives and families.
If we were to devote this £C5,000 or
£6,000 towards opening up something of
permanent importance to the State, some-
thing that would be permanently repro-
ductive, in order to bring the wives and
families of those men who at present
could not afford to bring them here, we
should be doing more good than by
spending this amount on a road to a
beauty spot. He would suppedt the
reduction by £2,000; but if any member
proposed t o reduce it by £3,000, he
would support that.

MR. NANSON said be was at one
with the Government in wishing to give
facilities for visiting these Caves : but it
was possible for a difference of opinion
to arise as to the exact amount which
should be spent in any one year for that
purpose. We had onily a small vote of
some £50,000 altogether for roads and
bridges. We had a revenue of over
£8,000,000 as compared with what it was
in the old days when the revenue was
something like.£1,500,000 to £2,000,000;
but although the revenue had increased
enormously, the amount wve expended out
of general revenue on roads necessary for

=opening up the country was very much
smler proportionately' than that which

used to be spent. We had to recognise
in dealing with this vote of £650,000 for
roads and bridges that ain attempt should
be made to distribute it throughout
the State with some degree of equality.
All the votes for £21,000 and upwards
for roads went either for the suburbain
roads around Perth and Fremantle or in
the South-West. When Sir John Forrest
was in office it used to be declared that a
great amount of expenditure went in the
direction of Bunbury. We found still
that a- very large and undue amount of
expenditure went towards the South-
West portion of the country ;and the
whole of the couintry north of Perth, the
whole of the Victoria district, and the
whole of the country served by the Mid-
laud railway was in comparison shame-
fully neglected. He thought that the
vote for developing the country round
about these Caves could easily be reduced
this year without causing any great harm
to that portion of the State. The money
was wanted for far more necessary work
in other portions of the State. In his
own district there were portions in a
state of stagnation because of difficulty
in getting produce to market. He had
no doubt that every member who repre-
sented a northern district could tell an
equal tale. Had the amendment been
one to reduce the item by £3,000 hre
would have voted for it.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
These amounts had not been arrived at
in a haphazard way. They were esti-
mates of what the cost of the work
would be, and they haed been arrived at
mainly through the assistance of a board
appointed to deal with the caves. The
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member for Murchison (Mr. Nanson)
said the Government proposed to spend
on roads and bridges a paltry *£ 50,000,
and had compared it with the very' much
larger amount which used to be spent.

MR. NANSON : A proportionately larger
amont.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: Un-
fortunately £50,000 was by no means
correct. What it was proposed to spend
on roads and bridges this yearamounted to
over £80,000, and the Estimates showed
it. It had been moved to reduce this
item by £2,000 and to maoke the amount
£4,000. He hadl suggested that he would
be prepared to) accept any reasonable
compromise. He looked upon ti as a
reasonable suggestion and thought that
£4A,000 would be as much a the Govern-
ment could reasonably spend this year
with advantage. But let it not be
imagined for a moment that this sum
would complete the work. He did not
think it would. If it could be made to
do the whole work, it would be. He
would be prepared to accept the amend-
ment.

A mendmentt passed, and the item re-
duced by £2,000.

Item-Sussex, Road between Yalingup,
and Lake Caves, £8,100:

MR. JOHNSON: We had not heard a
word in favour of this sum for the road
between Yalingup and the Lake Caves.
We could not afford to spend this
amount; consequently he proposed that
the item be struck out.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

9
21

Majority against ... 12
Arns. NOES.

Mrt. natn Mr. Atkins
Mr. Butcher Mr. Diamond
Mr. Hanti. Mr. Ewig
Mr. Holman Mr. Foulkes
W. Naneon Mr. Gordon

Mr. Reid Mr. Gregory
Mr. Taylor Mr. Hayward
Mr. Thomas Mr. Hopkins
Mr. Johnson (Teller). Mr lacb

Mr. James
Mr. McDonald
hMr. McWillicams
Mr. Monger
Mr. Mora
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Phillips
Mr. Hason
Mr. Smith
Mr. Wallace
Mr. Yelrertoa
Mr. High.i (Teller).

Amendment thus negatived.
MR. TAYLOR moved that the item be

reduced by £2,000.
Mn. HOLMAN supported the amend-

ment. If the Government could not
grant £50 for at health board in response
to his request, the State could not afford
to spend large sums of money on roads in
the South-West for visiting a pleasure
resort.

MR. THOMAS supported the amend-
mnent, because having passed £5,000 for
expenditure in connection with the Caves,
that amount should be enough for this
year. He understood the length of road
to be made was about 20 miles, which
would make the expenditure equal to
about £2150 per mile. That was excessive,
because.£50 a mile should be adequate
for such light traffic as would pass over
that roafd. Comparing this with the
road from Esperauce to Dundas, the
Government were spending £250 on a
length of 120 wiles over which 1,500
people required their goods to be
carried. The Government. therefore,
were proposing to spend seventy times as
much on a road to a pleasure resort in
the South-West as compared with a
necessary road from Esperance to Norse-
muan. As one experienced in the work of
roads boards, he knew that £50 per mile
should be ample for the road proposed in
this item.

[MR. HARPER took the Chair.]

MR. HAYWARD: As one experienced
in road-makinig, he knew that £160 a
mile would not be sufficient to make a
decent road where it was pr-oposed to make
this road.

MRn. NANSON supported the amend-
mnent, because it was far more necessary
to spend money in providing good stock
routes for bringing stock and produce to
market than providing roads over which
holiday people might travel in the South-
west.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: Re-
plying to the last speaker's remarks on
stock routes, the reason why those routes
had got into bad condition was that
nothing had been done on them for some
years pat. Finding this was the case,
he had proposed on these Estimates a
sum suifficient for putting the stock moutes
in good order; and in like manner he
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had proposed at sumn sufficient for making
this necessary road to the Caves in the
South - West. It wats suggested that only
a certain amount should hew expended Lhis
year on roads to Caves. The question
was, were these roads to be madee If
so, they' should he Mtade while nmoney
Was available. These itemns. though not
intended as relief works, would have the
effect of providing labour for a consider-
able number of the unemployed; and
there was no work in which they could
be more readily employed than in the
formation of these roads.

Ma. WALLACE supported the amend-
ment, and concurred in the remarks of
the member for the Mlurchison (Mr.
Nausea). It was mnore necessary to pro-
ride stock routes than to provide roads
to Caves in the South-West. It was
urgently necessaryv to provide appnacwhes
to railways in many parts of the State,
and particularly in the Greenough dis-
trict, where the railway ran along the back
flat, and a line of saudhills divided the
front from the back fiat, making access
to the railway extremely difficult. People
at the Greenough had been asking during
the last 16 years to have roads made
across those sandhills, and in response to
requests only a little had been provided
by the Government in each year; whereas
for these roads in the South-West the
estimate was not for at portion but for
the whole of the work in one year. He
did not approve of the policy of providing
only a portion for a necessary work in
one district, and providing the whole
amount for a less necessary work in
another district. Another urgent request
for money was in the case of the Lennon-
yulle towusite, where a gully ran through
it, and the people asked for money to
provide proper drainage, so much needed
in winter. They asked for £480, and the
reply was that the towusite being in the
district (if a roads hoard, that board
should levy a rate sufficient for the work.
That was imperilling the health of 700 to
800 people. He thought tha. 480 was
asked for to drain that township. lHe
would not support the total abolition of
this vote. He believed the work should
he carried out, but not in one year. Ho
was opposed to the allocation of a large
sum of money to one particular work,
whilst other wvorks of different kinds in
the State were starving for want of a6

paltry £200 or £300. People in agri.
cultural districts should have assistance
to get their produce to market.

Ma. YELVERTON: As one who bad
knowledge of roads boards and some
knowledge of road making, he asserted
that a road from Yalingup to the group
of Caves could n ot be con struceted of ] inie-
stone or good gravel for less than £13 10s.
or £4 per chain. The road from Bussel-
tonl to Yalingup could not be constructed
for less than about £5 per chain, because
of the difficuir in getting material.
Boring the lasi three or four years ten-
ders for the construction of portions of
that road ranged from £5 5s. to £6 per
chain, for small lots. As to the question
of stock routes, be wau heartily in accord
with opening up stock routes, but he did
nut see that the hon. member in support-
in g the open inug up of stock routes should
oppose the construction of roads between
these Caves. The fact that there was
not a larger amount on the Estimates for
stock routes should not cause a reduction
of this item.

MR. TAYLOR: If £24,000 were spent
on the Yalingup Caves, that would be
sufficient. for one year, and on subsequent
occasions Money could be voted to open
up the other Caves. He had visited the
Yalingup Caves, and was satisfied that
he would uot see anything new if he
visited the others. A work of nature like
that was practically the same as another
of a like character, though one Cave
mighL be more picturesque than another.

Ma. THOMAS: If we opened the
whole of these Caves in one year, we
should have people visiting them once
and once only; whereas if we only opened
up a portion of them this year and
allowed the Lake Caves to stand over
until next year, we should have an added
attraction to bring the same people back
over our railways. The Minister wats
surprised at the action of the Labour
party, and referred to the Government
having the question of the unemployed in
their minds. When, however, these Esti-
mates were p laced on the table of the
House not a line had appeared in the
newspapers telling us there was a likeli-
hood of sucht a thing as the unemployed
trouble occurring in Western Australia.

MR. BATH: Even if we did not pass
this amount for the improvement of the
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road to the take Caves, the Minister
would be able to find many channels in
which to expend that money. The money
could be spent to greater advantage, and
in places where the expenditure would
cause the employment of a great many
more men. We had aul item for the con-
struction of a road from the Mundaring
Weir to the railway station at a cost of
£9650. This was a road, he took it, over
which a great amount of material used
for the pumping station would have to
be cardied, and yet we had only £9650 for
it, whilst we had £83,000 devoted to the
purpose of taking tourists to the Lake
Caves. The member for Boulder (Mr.
Hopkins) stated that at the present time
members of the gold~fields community bad
to send their wives and families to the
Eastern States in order to secure a
change. We had heard Perth, Albany,
]Bunbury, and Fremantle vaunted to the
heavens, but now we had the pleasure
resorts of the State decried in this
manner.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result-

Ayes
Noes

Majority a gainst..

20

10

AYE@. NOES.
Mr. Bah Mr. Atkins
Mr. Butche Mr. Diamond
Mr. Hastie IMr. Ewing
Mr. Holman Mr. Foulkes
Mr. Johnson Mr. Glardiner
Mr. Nanson Mr. Gordon
Mr. Ntid Mr. Gregory
Mr. Taylor Mr. Hayward
Ur, Thomas JMr. Jacoby
Mr. Wallace (Teller). Mr. James

Mr. Kingsmll
1Mr. McDonald

Mr. McWilliamns
Mr. Monger
Mr, Moran

Mr: .. o
31r. Smith

M.Telvorton
Mr. Eighns (Tleo.

Amendment thus negatived.
Mu., JOHNSON: The road which had

been under discussion was he understood
to connect the Yalingup Cave with the
Margaret Caves. The previous amnend-
meat having been negatived he now
moved that the amount be reduced by
£1,100. This would leave the amount
to be expended £2,000, which shouild be
ample for this year.

THE PREMIER moved that the ques-
tion be now put.

Motion passed, the amendment put,
and a division taken with the following
result:

Ayes
Noes 20

CASSEMBLY.) Boads.

Majority against .. 9
ATzs. NES.

MNr. Bath Mr. Atkins
Sir. Butcher Mr. Diamond
Mr. Enstie Mr. Ewing
Mr. Hfolman, Mr. Foulkes
Mr. Hopkins Mr. Gardiner
Mr. Johnson Mr, GJordon
Mr. Nansona Mr. Gregory
Mr. Reid Mr. Hayward
Mr. Taylor Mr. Jacoby
11r. Thomag Mr. James
Mr. Wallace (Teler). Mr. KNmlitl

Mir. McWilliams
Mr. Monger
Mr. Horn
Mr. Phillips
Mr. Boson
Mr Smith
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Telvertou
Mr. Higham (Teller),

Amendment thus negatived.

Item-Victoria Park and South Perth,
Suburban Road repairs, £500:

Mit. HOLMAN: Last year £600 was
passed for this work, but nothing was
spent. This practically only showed that
in many cases amounts were pass;ed for
works that were not absolutely required,
while in other parts of the country, as
members knew, there were necessary
works which did not find a place on the
Estimates. He moved that the item be
reduced by £800.

TE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
This was a main road to South Perth,
and was largely uased by the people of
Perth and the people of South Perth.
Though the money voted last year was
not spent, that was no reason why the
amount for this year should be reduced.
The Estimates were passed at so late a,
period last year that this money could
not then be spent to advantage; there-
fore the full amount appeared on this
year's Estimates.

MR.- GORDON: Some members had
been talking about the necessity to find
employment for the unemployed. Here
was a work close to Perth, which would
be very convenient to the unemployed.
and he hoped the item would be passed,
as the work was necessary.

Amendment negatived.

Itei-Wanllfroo (North), Road con-
struction, including extension of main
road to take Pinjar, £5,000:-
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Mn.. THOMAS asked for informnation
as to this expenditure. The total amount
required according to the estimate was
X10,000, and if the £5,000 now asked for
were passed this year, that would com-
mit us to the expenditure of the full
amount. Without desiring to reduce the
item for this year, he moved that the
figures £210,000 in the fourth column of
explanation should be struck out, so as
not to comlmit the House to the full
amount estimated for the work.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS asked
members not to. consider they were bounid
by any figures appearing in the columns
of' explanation, the full amount of the
estimate having been prepared at a pre-
vious period, since which timiethe work had
been revised. He had pointed out that
this work would be reproductive and
might be regarded as an investment;
because according to a report made to
the department, the land in that locality
consisted to a large extent of rich swamps,
some of the land bring equal to the best
in the Harvey' River district for irriga-
tion purposes. The proposed road would
open a considerable area of land highly
suitable for close settlement, and coml-
prising at least 2,000 acres of rich agri-
cultural land close to the city of Perth.
Therefore it was a good business propo-
sition to mat-e that land available for
settlement by constructing a road, as thle
whole of it was Crown land and had been
reserved fromi sale for the pu'~rpose of close
settlemnent.

MR. THOMAS: Had not the Coi-
inittee the right to strike out any item in
the explanation col u mn showing the total
estimated liability?:

THE CHAIRMAN: That column was
only given for information. The Com-
inittee were dealing with the estimate.

Ma. THOMAS: That being the case,he asked the Committee not to vote for
any item at all.

Ma. JACOBY: There had been ninth
agitation ini the Wannerco district for
communication. There was good land in
the district. It was particularly rich,
and there were from eight thotuad to
twelve thousand acres of swamp land
suitable for intense culture. Similar
land in the Osborne Park estate belong-
ing to a private company was being sold
at £80 per acre. If the Government

gave acess to the land in thle district
they would be able to recoup them selves
for the money spent on the road. It was
purely a business transaction. The Gov-
emninent had an area of laud which was
absolutely utseless at the present time
because there was no access to it. If
£10,000 was spent on roads the Govern-
inent would very quickly receive £20,000
back. There was considerable settlement
in this district, but the pecple were
unable to take their produce to market.
As soon as it was known that the Govern.
ment intended to give road facilities to
this district many people went there to
spy out the land, and if the land had not
been reserved the whole of it would have
been taken up. He believed it was the
intention of the Minister for Lands to
cut up the whole of the land into small
blocks, and if put -up for auction the
Government would get back sufficient to
pay for the making of the roads and leave
sufficient land for future sale. The
country was very fertile, and suitable for
growing vegetables, At the present time
i t took three horses to bring in about
seven cwt of vegetables, and although a
large quantity of potatoes were grown in
the district the people had to feed pigs
upon them. Potatoes could be grown
in abundance, but no facility existed for
conveying them to market. As a business
propo~sition, this item should coni mend it-
self to the Committee. The expenditure
would benefit a large numiber of settlers,
besides opening up new Crown lands.

Mn. NANSON! Doubtless this was a
good proposition, but none the less he
intended to move th at the item be reduced
by £,2,000. The amount was intended to
cover a period of 12 months, and six
months of the financial year had already
expired.

THE MINISTER Foit Wonxs: This road
would not take 12 months to make.

MR. NANSON: In fairness to other
portions of the State, an endeavour
sho uld be made to keep) votes at a lower
level and to distribute the money avail.
able more widely, so that the greatest.
possible good might be done over the
widest possible area. It was unpleasant
to him to'move a reduction in an item in
which the member for the Swan (Mr.
Jacoby) was interested; but be none the
less felt bound to make an appeal on
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behalf of the smnall farmers who had been
induced by the Government to go much
farther afield thani Wanneroo, in the ulti-
mate, if not immediate, hope that roads
would be made connecting their holdings
with the railway system. Every member
representing a country constituency must
know of numerous instances where the
expenditure of even £100 on road con-
struction. would be productive of infinite
good to struggling settlers. A sum
of £218,000 was to be spent on the
small area around the Caves, and many
thQusands of pounds were to be spent in
the neighbourhood of Perth. Though
this item represented a good business
proposition, numerous other good pro-
positions scattered about the country
found no place on the Estimates. He
urged the reduction of the item in the
hope that the Government, if they intro-
duced Supplementary Estimates, would
bear in mind the neglected portions of
the State, which had not large metro-
politan interests at their hack. The
neglected Victoria district, which was
handicapped enormously by the existence
of a land grant railway, ought to have a
special claim on the Government for
liberal treatment in regard to roads. Sir
John Forrest's estimates, although it
could be contended that they favoured
Perth and the South-Western district,
were infinitely preferable to the Estimates
of this Administration. It was to be
regretted that more northern members
were not present, and that those who
were present would not do more for their
portion of the State. If only by Way Of

prtshe moved that the item be reduced

Mn. THEOMA.S supported the amend-
ment. A large agricultural centre in his
district was in crying need of facilities for
the conveyance of its produce to market.
While not denying that the expenditure
of this item would result in benefit to a
large number of settlers and also to the
State as a whole, he joined with the
Leader of the Opposition in the state-
ment that £5,000 could not be spent
in the few months of the financial year
still to elapse. The Minister would do
well to agree to aL reduction by £2,000.
An important agricultural district in
the Dundas electorate had no roads at all.
Hay was brought from Northam to Cool-
gardie, and thence 120 miles by road to

the N~orseman market. The Northani
hay averaged 18 or l9cwt. to the acre,
and that of Grass Patch and Salmon

IGums S6cwts.; yet the farmers at the
last-mentioned places, though only 50
mniles from Norsenman, were, for want of
a road, prevented from competing with
the Northam producer. The whole of
this roads vote should be equally dis-
tributed, or if any district were favoured,
favour that farthest away I oom a rail-
Way.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:z It
was admitted that this road to Lake
Pinjar was a good business proposition.
If so, to reduce the item by £2,000 would
be unwise; for the larger the contract let
the cheaper would the road be eventually.
The longer completion of the work was
delayed, the longer before any return
would be received fromu the outlay.

MR. WALLACE. The Minister's stand
on this item was in contrast to his atti-
tude in reference to other suggested
roads; for he maintained this was a
splendid business proposition, from which
the State would reap a, large revenue by
making a road to a swamp. What about
land from which the State had already
received much revenue, and to which no
roads were made ? Why dlid not the
Government consider land already sold,
instead of spending this money on a spot
in the desert?

MiU. JAoOBY; Which would sell for
cash down .

MR. WALLA CE : There was no ques-
tion of cash. People in the.Murchison and
Greenough districts had for years been
asking in vain for roads, though by the
promise of roads they' had been deluded
into settling there. This was the same
old game of centralisation. He would
support the reduction of the item, and
was inclined to move that the whole vote
be struck out.

Amendment, put, and A division taken.
Mr.. MONGER: Were members pri-

vileged to read newsppers in the pre-
cincts of the House?

Tnu CHAIRMAN: There was no Stand-
ing Order against it that he knew of.

Division resulted as follows : -
Ayes .. .. .. 9
Noes ... .. .. 20

Majority aga~inst 11 i
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A~xs. OEs.
Mr, Blath Mr, Atkins
Mr. Hustle Mfr. Diamond
Mr. Hlolman Mr. Ewing
Mr. Hopkins Mr. Foulkes
Mr. Nanson Mr. Gardiner
Mr. philips Mr. Gordon
Mr. Reid Mr. Gregory
Mr. Thomasi Mr. Hayward
Mr. Wallace (Tetter). Mr' Uighsvu

Mr. James
mr. Johnson
mr.1Rinanti
Mr. Mc onal
Mr. McWilliams
Mr. Monger
Mr. Moran
Mr. Mason
Mr. Taylor
Mr, Teleireon
Mr. .Jacoby (Teller).

Amendment thus negatived.

Item-Barack street Jetty (Perth),
£21,000:

Hit. THOMAS asked for information.
THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:-

This itemn was provided for a much-
needed want at, the foot of Barrack-
street, that being a, new jetty. There
were proposals mnade by a company to
erect a jetty, but those proposals were
not regarded favourably by the public,
and they were withdrawn. It was
necessary to have a. new jetty provided
there.

Mn. MORAN: Open to everyone ?
THE MINISTER FOR, WORKS:

Open to everyone, and not for the sole
use of any particular ferry company, or
any particular individual.

Item-Perth, reclamation of foreshore
below Bazaar Terrace, £2,000:

MR. THOMAS believed in the reclaina-
tion of land. Presumably this land when
reclaimed would belong to the Govern-
ment. [The MINISTER: Undouibtedly.]

Items-Water Supply:
Mn. HOLMAN- Referring to water

supply, members had been under the
impression that the water supply at
the Murchison was ample for all require-
ments. He was sorry to admit that such
was not the ease. Water there in some
partis was nfit for humabn consumption,
and during the summer weather there
would probably be an amount of sickness
owing to the water being unfit for use.
He had made a representation as to the
advisability of making provision in the
future for a supply of water for the Mur-
ehison. There was a place 12 or 13 miles
from Cue called Jack's Well,nand for anex-

penditure of two or three thousand pounds
an ample supply of water could be
obtained. At Murehison not only was
the water supply they got at a depth
brackish, but the deeper the wines went
the more the supply was decreased owing
to drainage. Only a, few months ago the
Cue Council bought a well, but they
found they b ad not a supply owing to the
fact that one of the adjoining leases had
sank deeper than the well, the result
being that they were draining that
ground. He had asked the Minister to
have inquiries wade in the district around
Jack's Well with the idea of reserving a
large area so as to get a water supply in
the future, That was a great deal higher
than Cue and the surrounding district,
and the water could be reticulated by
gravitation. At tie preseut time the
cost of water on the works ran f romn 2s.
6d. down to is. per hundred gallons.
That was considerably higher than the
amount at which it was intended to
supply water on the Eastern fields. In
a great many mines they had not fresh
water for use in the boilers, the result
being that the boilers were damaged by
the use of salt water, and mining was
considerably retarded. The water at
Naunine was also very poor, and if the
scheme he advocated were earnied out they
could pump water on to Nannine and
give fresh water. This for a few thousand
pounds could be wade a source of supply
to Murchison. Re suggested that an
area of land should be reserved around
Jack's Well for water. A good supply
of good water at a shallow depth could
be obtained by making a big dam and
banking it up. There were mites and
wiles of country on which water could be
reserved. We knew the damage done to
railway engines by the uise of different
waters. BY Pipes laid on from Jack's
Well we could have a supply of water
right down the line.

Tun MiNISTER FOR WORKS: The
necessity of improving the water supply
at the Murchison was realised, and
he was having the necessary inquiries
made as to what it was best to do. Ina
regard to the Jack's Well scheme that,
suggestion was advanced by the member
for Cue (Mr., I'llingwortb) some few
years ago. He believed that particular
project was inquired into and condemned
by the Government Geologist.
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Item-Stock routes, improvements and
mainte-nance, £8,000:

Ma. PHILLIPS strongly impressed
upon the Minister the desirability of
starting these works almost at once.
There was also an item 11Mingenew,
general purposes, well sinking, etc." Did
he understand that was for stock pur-
poses, too? Very little money baa been
spent on the main route. Was any money
to be spent now on thina route?

THE M1INISTEIR FOP. WORKS:- The
item was for the improvement of the
northern stock route generally, It was
intended to effect the necessary improve-
ments on the whole of the route. The
work was already in hand.

Item - Itingenew, general purposes,
well sinking, etc., £400:

Kit. WALLACE askied for informa-
tion.

THE MINISTER: The sum of £400
was intended as a grant to the roads
board, which had jurisdiction over 120
miles of road, only three and a half miles
of which were mnacadamnised. It was a
grant to assist the hoard to improve the
road and sink sonic wells

MR. PIITPS: Was the Miniater
aware that on the stock route from
Mingenew to Mullewa. there was not a
drop of watter? Grave complaints had
been received from drovers who had lost
stock aloug this route.

MR. WALLACE: Where was the
we-sinking to take place? There was a
roadls board known as the Upper Irwin
Board; and, little farther on, there was
the Irwin Roads Board. These boards
had jurisdiction over a large area, and
there was a fair population in the dis-
tricts on which the board could levy
a rate. These boards, would also receive
assistance from the £55,000 for roads
and bridges. The boards should be
asked to do what other boards were
doing-raising revenue b *y taxation to
carry out works. An amount was being
voted to Mingenew for general purposes.
The town of Mingenew had one of the
best water supplies in the whole State.
There was a spring which was overflow-
ing. The Government bad made tanks,
and, by reticulation, had run the water
into these tanks, wh ich were 10 or 12 feet
high, and the townspeople drew their
water from this supply. As to sinking

wells, fairly good water could be got at
20 feet, while a little farther away, by
sinking six feet, salt water was obtained.
A, water supply was not required at
Mingenew.

MR. PHLZPs: It was Understood that
it was not necessary to give a water
supply to Miugenew; but the stock route
from Mullewa, to Cue required water.

MR. WALLACE: The item for the
supply of water to the township of
Mingenew was not required, but for all
members knew, provision was mnade under
this item for a. rater supply. The
Minister fur Lands should have sup-
plied information to the Minister for
Works, so that members should know
what the amount was for. There was a
vote down for boring for water at
Yardarino. This bore was put down tot
find coal.

MR. PHwILLIS: It was for water.
Mn. WALLACE: The previous Minis-

ter had informed members that the bore
was put down to search for water; but it
was put down to try to find coal. First
of all, a bore was put down at Dongara
to find coal, and afterwards at Yardarino,
hut Sir John Forrest had informed the
Committee that it was put down for
water. Not far from the bore was a
spring in the river.

MR. PHILLIPS: The hon. member
was, entirely wrong about the Yardarino
bore. The bore was put down to supply
the water to the small farmers along the
banks of the river, where people had to
sink 60 or 70 feet t4 obtain water. The
hion. member evidently referred to the
Irwin main spring, but he (Mr. Wallace)
referred to another spring, between the
Irwin and the hon. memb er's station.

Item- Water Supply and Boring gener-
ally, £2,500:

MR. WALLACE: Of this amount a
sum of £1,614 had already been spent,
so that only £900 remained for the pur-
post-s of water supply and boring during
the coining year. Was any particular
work proposed to he carried oute He
understood that there was, some likeli-
hood of the Government undertaking the
work of boring for artesian water in
pastoral districts.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: So
far no proportion of the item had been
earmarked, save in respect of existing
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liabilities amounting to.£1,614. A sug-
gestion as indicated had been made, but
the cost of such work if undertaken
under an'y but the mast exceptional
circumstances would presumably be borne
largely if not wholly by the pastoralist to
be benefited.

MR. WALLACE:- The expenditure on
this item was not likely to be productive
of benefit, seeing that the one bore at
Yardarino had cost £1,052. In certain
northern districts the proving of artesian
water would make much country now
regarded as dry available for stock
raising.

MR. HANSON: Undoubtedly, this
item wats ridicuously inadequate to the
work, and afforded a strong contrast to
the expenditure lavished on the city and
other centres of population.

THE MINISTER FR WORKS: There
was farther provision for this purpose on
the Loan Estimates.

MR. HANSON: Even so, it was a. pity
that the Government did not take a
broader view of countr 'y requirements.
If the back country flourished, centres
of population would continue to flourish,
but if the former were starved for the
benefit of tbe latter, towns and cities
-would soon feel the pinch of bad imes.

Mn. FOUJLKES: Cottesloe suffered
greatly from the want of a water supply.
and he regretted that the district wats
neglected. The Estimates ought to pro-
vide at least £20,000 for baring and
water suppiy. Even if farther provision
was made on the loan Estimates, it was
still a pity that the Revenue Estimates
did not propose a larger appropriation.
He hoped the Minister would recognise
the importance of the matter in connec-
tion with any Supplementary Estimates
which might be introdue.

Item - Gooseberry Hill Railway,
£18,000:,

MR, HOLMAN: This large item would
have his support if lie could be assured
that it represented the only expenditure
to be incurred by the Government in conm-
neetion with the purchase of the Goose-
berry Hill railway. Would the purchase
involve the necessity for the expenditure
of nearly as large an amount on repairs
and upkeep within the iiext 12 months?

MR. NANSON: This item being
tantamount to a Railway Bill, the

Minister might consent to report progress.
*On previous occasions the Committee had
adjourned in order that £50 or £100 in-
creinents might be discussed, and we
might well pause at this stage before

pasing items involving large questions
of policy.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: One
*would be glad to report progress if any
progress had been made. Perhaps this
and the following item might be post-
poned, but even that was not necessary
or justifiable in view of the fact that the
purchase of the Gooseberry Hill railway
and the constr-uction of the Malcolm-
taverton railway formed part of the
Government programnme and policy. No
surprise was being sprung on hon
members.

Ma. HANSON said he would be per-
Ifectly willing to continue if the Govern-
ment would allow these two items to
stand over.

Tax MINISTER FOR WOnKS: Plenty
of members were present.

ME.. NANSON: It wats to be doubted
whether the Chamber would be raised
in the eves of the country if it passed
items involving the expenditure of up-
wards of £70,000 almost on the hour
of midnight. if the session had not
been prolonged, or if the proposal were
to construct two such railways out of
loan, there would be full discussion.
What chance was there of these items
being adequately considered? The country
would not be edified by seeing the
House proceed to the discussion of
important questions of policy at this
hour of the night, after endless time had
been devoted to the discussion of small1
items of salary.

Mn. JOHNSON: Why should this
Gooseberry Hill railway be bought P

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
After all possible inquiries, cautiously
prosecuted, thle Government were con-
vinced that the purchase of the line
would be a profitable undertaking. The
property was valued by the railway
officials at considerably more than the
purchase-money, £18,000; and the traffic
would pay workcing expenses and interest
on capital, leaving a margin of profit.
Something was due to the settlers in the
district, who when they went there
distinctly understood that, the railway

iwould soon be acquired by the State.
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The locality must become a great health
resort for the people of Perth and district.
True, expenditure might be necessary to
bring the line up to Government standard
and make it more workable; but this
would be provided out of ordinary revenue,
in the vote 11Additions and improvements
to open lines."

MR. NANSON : Surely the Committee
bad never been asked to spend £18,000
on the strength of such scanty informa-
tion. To the line he was not opposed,
but such an item must not pass without
adequate explanation, and the Minister's
remarks were of a most genera] character.
Why not give the figures, particularly the
sum at which the line was valued ?

TnE MINISTER FoR Wonxs: That
information had been laid on the table
months ago.

MR. NANSON: Let us have it now.
The statement that the works would pay
interest and working expens-es. was another
generality. What were the estimated earn-
ings? What was the volume of traffic
and the class of trafficP Would it con-
sist mainly of timber, or were the staple
products of the district apples and straw-
berries? What extent of Crown land would
bo wade available for settlement; and how,

mayprivate landowners would be bene-
fieIf the precedent now being estab-

lished were adopted in future ther-e would,
it seemed to him, be great danger that we
might pass large sumns for public works
out of revenue with more facility than
we would dream of passing them if they
were not coming out of revenue. 'We
should be just as c-areful. with regard to
expenditure out of rei'enue as we shoulld
be in relation to sueb expenditure out of
loan funds. He was glad to hear there
were papers on the table. He hoped thbe
Minister would give him information.

MR. HOPKINS: When a proposal
was before the House to build the Esper-
ance railway the Premier said we not
only wanted to know what the probable
receipts of the railway would be if it were
built, hut what the permanent receipts
would be. Be (Mr. Hopkins) was in the
samne position with regard to this.£18,000.
He wanted to know what the interest
would amount to, what the working
expenses would he, what sinking fund
would be required], and what was the
probable life of the railway as it stood at
the present time. Before asking the

Committee to autborise a sum of money
to purchase the line, the Government
should be able to say they knew the rail-
way was right, that they knew what
profits had been earned, and they would
continue to get profits. It was advisable
to, if possible, postpone these two items.

Tan MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Seeing that these particular itemns were
very large sums he thought the request
to postpone themn was not unreasonable.
Therefore, hie was iprepared to acc;ept the

Pproposal to postpmie the consideration of
them on the understanding that we went
on with others. He moved that they be
postponed.

THE CHAIRMAN:- These postponed items
could only be considered at the end of
the Estimates for works and railways.

Items postponed.

Itemi-Miscellaneous Surveys, £2300:
Mn. THOMAS: Why had these sur-

veys been increasedl Last year they were
1estimated at £100. Was it not possible
to get these surveys done by some of the
other surveyors in the department ?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Although £100 was provided for last
year, £245 was spent. [Ma. THomA~S:
That he knew.] That went to show that
X100 was not nearly sufficient. There-
fore, £2300 was not at all an extravagant
provision to make. There was a, liability
of £175, in addition to the expenditure
of £245.

Item - Menzies - ILeonora Railway,
claims for goods Inst or stolen in transit,
£900:

MR. HOLMAN: This seemed a large
sum. He would like to know why it was
anticipated that sutch a, large sum would
be lost or stolen.

Mat. THOMAS: Had the Minister
items in proportion to the length of rail-
ways for goods he reckoned to be lost by
his own mien or stolen by his own ment on
the other ra&ilway lines P

THEm MINISTER FOR WORKS:
This item was to meet claims for goods
lost or stolen in transit. The member
for Dundas (Mr. Thomas) had ito right
to suggest that they were lost or stolen
by what he was pleased to term his (the
Minister's) own Men. He (the Minister)
had not a monopoly of thieves. On the
contrary, he thought he had just as
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honest men employed in thte construc-
tion branch as anj other body of men,
but unfortunately claims for goods wo-uld
arise on any railway. He regretted to
say they arose in undue proportion on
this particular railwa 'Y. He bad noticed
how these claims were mounting up, and
had called attention to it and taken steps
which he thought would remedy the
amount of pilfering that had been going
on in the past. Severe examples had
been made of a few, which he trusted
would. have a deterrent effect on the
many.

MR. THOMAS: When would the mul-
way be taken overP

THB MINISTER FOR WORKS:
About January.

Item-Mezies-Leonora railway traffic,
expenses during construction, £1,200:

MR. THOMAS: What would the ap-
proximate receipts against this amount
beP

TnE MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
working expenses would amount to about
38 per cent. of the revenue received.

Other items agreed to, and the vote
passed.

Public Buildings, £278,006:
Item-Government. Electrician, £850:
MRt. JACOBY: It was time u. little

more interest was shown by this officer
in hiswiork. Members had suffered fromr
the bad lighting of the Chamber. This
officer was in charge . of all electrical
appliances in the Government buildings,
he supposed.

Two MINISTER FOR WORKs: Not in
charge of the power.

MRt. JACOB3Y, Half the electric bells
in the Assembly building- would not ring,
The Minister had promised to make
inquiries about this matter, but had not
dlone go.

THjE MINISTER FOR WORKS: If the
bells were put right one day, they were
wrong the next.

MR. JACOBY:. There would be % good
many electrical appliances in the new
Parliament Houses, which hec hoped would
be superior to those in the present
Assembly buildings.

Item-Chief Inspector of Works, £476:
Mit HOPKINS: There was an increase

of £26 in this item.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: Mr.
Harwood was one of the hardest-worked
officers in the service, and had received
no increase for six years, but his work
and responsibilities had iucr-aed greatly.

MR. THOMAS: Every Minister had
stated that economies had been effected
in the departments, yet the sum total
showed a considerable increase.

Tux, MINISTER FOR WORS: It was
not, so in his department.

Mn.. THOMAS moved that the item
be reduced hr £25, and he did so as a
lprotest against the repeated increases to
be met with on the Estimates in the
higher salaries, anad no increases in the
lower salaries. If the Royal Commission
reported that this officer should get an
increase, hie was prepared to vote it and
make it retrospective.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

7
.. 20

NT on.A fr a n.~
4 

,-,~-~~.1"~ 'V ~1 Q

AYES. NOS.
Mr. Hantie Mr. A tkins
M1r. Hoiman Mr. Diamond
MJr. Johnson Mr. Ewing
M r. neid Mr. Foulkes
Mr. Taylor Mr. Oardiner
Mr. Thowas 3Mr. Gordon
Mr. Wa~ILee jralc7). Xr. Gregory

Mr. Hayward.

Mr. Kingsmil]
Mr. McDonald
Mr. MOW illiams
Mr. Monger
)Jr. Moran
Mr. Phillips
Mr. Rason
Mlr. Sith

Mr: Highamn (Totlor).
Amendment thus negatived.

Item-Chief Architect, £1,000:
MRt. McDONALD: W.Vhat was the

reason for the increase in this salary?
THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:

The increase set down for the Chief
Architect arose in this mnanner. Mr.
Grainger, who had shown his capacity in
the service of this State for many years,
had had the task of designing several most
important buildings.

MR. JOHNxsoN: And had had some
very nice trips.

Tusm MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Trips designed at all events to acquire
information by which the State might
benefit.
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MEMBER: Mr. Grainger had learned
his profession, then, at the expense of
the Govermuiert?

Tiae MINISTER FOR WORKS:
That remark could be dealt with at once.
Anticipating some such insinuation, he
had come down prepared to reply.
M r. 0-rainger was a most excellent
officer; and to prove this bey' ond doubt
a detailed statement of the prizes which
this gentleman had won in open cotmpe-
tition before coming to this State, and of
certain works which he had supervised
elsewhere, should be placed before the
Committee. Mr. Grainger gained the
first prize for the design of the Princes
Bridge, Melbourne, which work cost
£2150,000. and had been done under his
supervision ; lie obtained first prize for
the Sale swing bridge, which cost
£20,000, and the construction of which
he supervised; he sectured first prize for
the design of the Albert Bridge, Adelaide,
which coat £12,000 and was built under
his supervision; first and third prizes for
the Equitable Store building, Melbourne,
which cost £40,000 and was erected
uder his supervision; first and second

prizes for the design of the Freemasons'
Hall, Melbourne, which cost.£45,000 and
was built under his supervision; first
prize for the design of the Presby-
terian Church in Melbourne, which cost
£220,000; first prize for the Congrega-
tional Church, Launceston, Tasmania,
which cost £10,000, and the erection of
which he supervised; first prize for
design of the Auckland Library and Art
Gallery, which cost £235,000 and was
built under his supervision; first prize
for design of the Fremantle Town Hall,
which ost £C16,000 and was erected
under his supervision. He obtained first
and third prizes for designs of the Brie.
bane Public Offices, which cost £100,000;
first prize for design of the Art Gallery
at Maryborough, Queensland; second
prize for the design of the Clarendon
Street swing bridge, Melbourne; and also
second prize for the Brisbane Town Hall.
Farther, Mr. Grainger obtained first
prize for a design for drainage and water
supply for Benalla., Victoria, a. work
costing £20,000 and carried out under
his supervision; also first prize for water
supply systems for Sale, Bairnsdale, and
Shepparton, Victoria, all of which works
were carried out under hi; supervision.

In -addition to the above, Mr. Grainger
had erected mercantile buildings for
Messrs. Dalgety & Co. and Messrs.
Ferguson and Mitchell, and residences
for the Hon. J. H. Anugus, M.L.C., Sir
Thomas Elder, Mr. R. Barr Smith, and
the Hon. L. Stirling. Such was the
record of the gentleman who was alleged

I to have learned his profession in the ser-
vice of this State. Moreover, Mr. GrainDger
had executed plans and specifications
for the Adelaide Outer Harbour Works,
for plant and works for the Portland
Cement Co., for wool sheds and' plant at
Hill River, Mount Remarkable, and
Mount Bryan stations for the Hon J. H.
Angus, and for plant and buildings for
Hayeroft's -Gold Reduction and Mining

ICompany. Whilst employed here Mr.
Grainger had designed and carried out
the Royal Minit buildings, the Govern.
ment Rouse ball-room, public offices at
Geraldton, Coolgardie, and Kalgoorlie,
thle new Public Library and Art G3atlery of
Perth, the new Supreme Court buildings,
and the new Houses of Parliament. It
was true that Mr. Grainger had made a
good manmy trips to various places for the
purpose of acquiring information to be-
used iu connection with public buildings
which this State proposed to erect. The
benefit of that information could be
derived by the State only by retaining
this officer's services, and if the salary
had not been increased those services
would ha~ve been lost. This was not a
matter of hearsay or make-uip, but a
matter of' undoubfed fact. The question,
therefore, to be decided was whet-her it
was better worth while to pay Mr.
Grainger at salary of £1l,000 a year for at
certain time, or to lose his services and
with them too the benefit of all the infor-
mation which had been acquired at some
cost to the State. The Government
decided that by far the better course

Iwould be to enter into an engagement with
Mr. Grainger to pay h im. an anual salary
of £1,000 for three years, at the end of
which time the officer would have no
claim whatever for service, or pension, or
accrued leave. Certainly, it could not be
argued that Mr. Grainger had learned
his business in this State. On the con-
trary, the proof was clear that to all
intents and purposes Mr. Grainger was a6
leading architect and engineer, and was
so regarded by those best able to judge,
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long before he entered the West Aus-
tralian Government service.

MR. WALLACE: The Minister had
not prompted him to put the question,
which had been asked in consequence of
a recent question as to the Supreme
Court buildings. Had the Chief Archi-
teot been as capable as appeared from the
credentials read by the Minister, there
would have been better workmanship and
quicker despatch in connection with that
structure, where a great bungle was said
to have been perpetrated. The member
for the Murray (Mr. Atkins) could tell
the House that the State was put to great
expense by reason of defective plans, the
alteration of which was costly and in-
volved delay. The professional members
of the Royal Commission on Donnybrook
freestone could satisfy the House that
in the selection of atone for the Supreme
Court and Parliament Houses this officer
showed a want eithe-r of ability and pro-
fessional knowledge or of integrity. In
the former edifice there would not be
found the class of work for which the
State paid or which was intended; and
the stonework would be a failure, proving
that the State had paid dearly to demon-
strate to this officer that his knowledge
of the materials used in the Supreme
Court buildiug was not so profound as
he made out. As to his going abroad
for information, there were numerous
instances of professional men paid to
comne here, on whom the State had to
spend thousands. of poundls so that they
might tour thle world to acquire infor-
mation. The country contained many
renmarkable architectural failures.

Mut. THOMAS moved that the item
be reduced by £850, the amount of the
increase. All these proposed increases
should be swept away. He did not attack
the Chief Architect, in whose competence
lie believed, and of whom be was a close
personal friend. On principle he attacked
the increase.

[MR. HARPER took the Chair])
MR. JOHNSON: Was it twoe that an

agreement had been made between the
Chief Architect and the Government,
giving the officer a three-years engage-
ment at £1,000 a year ? If so, it was no
use discussing the increase.

THto MINISTER FOR WORKS:
The Government had either to give Mr.

Grainger a three years' engagement at
£C1,000 a year or to lose his service at
a time when the information he had
acquired at the cost of the State was. of
great value.

Mn. TEESD ALE SMITH conmpli-
mnented the Minister on retaining Mr.
Grainger. This officer had held the
highest positions an architect could
attain in Australia, and was as good a
man as could be procured. At any time
within the last three months Mr. Grainger
cou ld have obtainved anlother position at an
increase on a thousand a year, by going
to South Africa. As a man who had
carried out large and important works
Mr. Grainger held a position equal to
any in Australia, and the sum, which
could be saved in three years by such
a reduction as that proposed, which would
amount to £1,000, would perhaps be lost
on one item of such works as Mr. Grainger
would he employed upon.

Mn. JOHNSON: Mr. Grainger's
supervision of public buildings hero was
far from satisfactory. The Supreme
Court buildings were not carried out
accordhing to the original plan. If this
,gentleman was such a capable architect
vtrelv he could draw his plans, and if he
was a good supervisor he could see his
plans and specifications cardied out. It
was specified that in this building Donny -
brook stone was to be used. Tests were
made of that stone, and it was found to
he the best stone we had in Australia;
better than the Pyrmont stone in New
South Wales. [Ma. WALLACE:- Inl sOme
respects.] If the evidence with regard
to this was examined-

Ma. THOMAH called attention to the
state of the House.

[Quorum formed.]
Mn. JOHNSON: Tests made proved

that the 'Donnybrook freestone was equal
to anything in Australia, yet after tenders
had been called and the contract signed
for the erection of that building in
Donnybrook stone, we found that the
contractor absolutely neglected to get, the
quarry o pen to SU pply stone necessary for
the erection of t14 building. The price
for Donnybrook stone mentioned by the
successful ten derer in connection with
the building was considerably lower than
that mentioned in the next tender. It
was so low that he (Mr. Johnson) ques-
tioned very much whether it was possible
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for the contractor to put the stone in thatI
building. If the Chief Architect had done
his duty, if he was really a capable officer,
he m ust have recognised in going through
the schedule that the contractor had not
a good price for Donnybrook stone, and
that it was to the contractor's interest not
to put -Donnybrook stone into the build-
lag ,. He believed that the contractor
recognised. that delay would be his best
weapon to get the Donnybrook stone cut
out. Hie eventually succeeded in getting
the Donnybrook stone cut, out. The
tenderer who gave the second lowest
amount submitted a price for Donnybrook
stone which was. £2,000 hi1 1,her than that
named by the suaceasful tenderer. When
the Donnybrook stone was cut out of the
Supreme Court buildings there was a
redaction in the price, according to the
successful tenderer, of £5,000, but if the
next price had been accepted we should
have had a reduction of £7,000 on the
price. The successful tenderer put in a
low price for Donnybrook and a high
price for stucco. He was able to get
Donnybrook stone struck out and stucco
introduced. Yet we found the atrchitect
neglected to keep this man up to the
scratch and make him open the quarry
to get the stone for the building. The6
only evidence given for cutting out the
Donnybrook stone was that they could
not get it for a long time, and that owing
to the temporary character of the Supreme
Court buildings it was necessary that the
new buildings should be rushed on in
order to give the Judges a proper bu ilding
to sit in. So far as draftsman ship work
was concerned, the work was carried out
by the Chief Architect in a highly satis-
factory manner, but the supervision of
the building was totally neglected. Then
we camne to the Kalgoorlie budlding. If
the Chief Architect carried that building
out, it was an absolute disgrace. A mnan
who allowed that work to go in was not
fit to hold any office under the Govern-
ment. The building was now absolutel
falling (lawn. Hie could not vouch fr
this, but it had been said that the tower
would be found across Hlannan Street
some of these days. Apart f rain that, he
k-new, however, thatthe work was gradually
falling down. The work was absolutely a
disgrace, and if that was a specimen of that
officer's supervising work, he was not
capable. When before the commission

the Chief Architect agreed that Donny-
brook stone was one of the best stones we
had in Australia. He went farther, and
stated that owing to the colour and the
necessity of getting the building done he
could not put Donnybrook stone into the
building, although he would like to do so.
He promised that he would put Donny-
brook stone into the new Parliament
Houses. Had that been carried1 out? We
found that instead of Donuybrook stone
going into the building a totally inferior
article, namely Rottnest stone, was being
put into it. We ought to have a. different
state of affairs in connection with the
erection of our public buildings in this
State. The Government were not justified.
in increasing the salary of t his officer and
giving him an engagement extending over
three years.

Ma. JACOBY.- Donnybrook stone had
considerably damaged the appearance of
the building. He believed it was con-
tended that there were some quarries at
Donnybrook which would give a better
stone than that put into the Supreme
Court. He was afraid that the hon.
member (Mr. Johnson), in his desire to
criticise this officer, had wade statements
which apparently should not have been
made. He had an apportunin- of inspect-
ing the stone which had gone into the
Supreme Court buildings, and it was not
suitable for use in public buildings. The
officer was quite justified in taking the
steps he did and advising other material
to be substituted in lieu of the stone.
Personally he had great confidence in the
Chief &Aitect, and the Government were
justified in retaining his services, although
he could not consent to any increase, see-
ing the conrse he had followed right
through the Estimates.

Ma., EWING-: It was not intended
to oppose the increase, for it was useless
to do so. The member for Kalgoorlie
was justified in some of the remarks he
had made. The Chief Architet did not
force the contractor for the Supreme
Court buildings to open his quarry in the
best manner possible. Now the matter
had been brought under the, notice of the
Minister before it was decided what stone
should be used in the Parliament House
buildings something might be done to
open out the quarries at Donnybrook so
as to obtain the best stone available. Mr.
Grainger had promised that Donnybrook

Public Buildings.LASSEMBLY.)



Annal stiate EI DEEM ~a,190.] Public Bufildings. 2869

stone would be used in the Parliament
buildings. The Government shoulId spend
a certain amount of money to see if a
better stone could be found at Donny-
brook, but he aid not siee that the stone
used in the Supreme Courts spoiled the
building. Those who had read the report
of the royal coinmission on Donnybrook
freestone Must come to the conclusion
that the commission was satisfied that it
was the best freestone existing in the
State, and he hoped the Government
woufld give the Donnybrook quarries a
fair chance and see if better stone could
be obtained at a lower depth. It was
not a question of durability, for the Ch ief
Architect had stated that the stone was a
lasting one. If the question of colour was
overcome the Chief Architect no doubt
would recommend its use in the Parlia-
ment House buildings.

Up.. HASTIE: The Minister had
pointed out that Mr. Grainger was one of
the best, if not the best, architect in
Australia. One was puzzled how it was
that this State for years had been able to
retain the services of such an officer for
£600. Why had not the Government
recognised the transcendent abilities~ of
Mr. (1rainger earlier? Members had been
informned that if the Chief Architect left
the service the State would lose a valuable
officer and the plans which he had in hand
would be lost. Yet the Minister for Works
had maide an arrangement by which this
officer retired at the end of three years.

Tn fTNJSTER FOR WORKS:. Not
necessarily.

MR. HASTLE: It was certain that the
State would be erecting buildings at the
end of three years, and the trouble with
the architect mnight recur. There was no
doubt the Government had a perpetual
engagement with Mr. Grainger so long as
that officer wished to remain. He did
not know the officer, but scarcely two
people agreed as to his abilities; soe
condemined him while others declared he
was a particularly good architect. That
would not prevent members taking ob-
jection to the increase in this officer's
salary. it was only now that the Govern-
ment had recognised that the services of
this officer were worth £360 more than
thi~y were a year ago. He was not sa-tisfied
with the explanation given by the Minister
and he hoped the Conmmittee would strike
out the incr~ease.

M[u. NANSON: It was understood the
reason the Chief Architect was to receive
an increase was that unless the Govern-
inent gave the increase, he would leave the
service of the State and go elsewhere.
That story was beginning to be a little
monotonous. It was t he same story
which we were told last session, and we
had already been given the samne story
about the Inspector General of Schools
and about a high official in the M1ines
Department. On the nest occasion when
a Governmnent servant asked foran increase
of salary and said that if he did not
get it h;e would leave the service, the
Government had better proinptly toll
that officer he was at liberty to go.
Undoubtedly, the farther the excuse was
allowed the greater would he the number
of civil servants finding a demand for
their services in other parts of the world.
If anything would check the tendency,
it would be to let civil servants availing
themselves of the excuse go and get
employment elsewhere. Was there any
reason to suppose that an equally good
man could not be obtained in Mr. Grain-
ger's place at the old salary ? Mr.
Grainger came here at comparatively a
very low salary, and certainly had not
made his repuPtation in Western Aus-
tralia. Hle was not to be blamed on that
score, because the best architect in the
-world couild not erect imposing or inaguifi-
cent buildings without sufficient funds.
However, it would be absurd to miaintan
that Mr. Grain ger since coining to
Western Australia had added one iota to
his reputation by the public buildings
erected by him here. If a man as good
as Mr. Graingercould besecured for ±650
a rear, and if Mr. Grainger found that
the value of his services had appreciated
so consaiderably, the better course would

1be to let him go and get somebody equally
q ualified in his place. It was not a little

1remarkable that our Government service
should aGttract the best talent in the
world. We had the best Engineer-iu-
Chief in the world, the best Chief
Architect in the world, and the best

Inpcor General1 of Schools in the world.
Thes getleenhad been attracted to

the State not by the bait of high salaries,
but by the bait of low salaries, with which

*they were quite content until a few years'
Iresidence in a, small place had imbued
Ithem with possibly an extravagant idea
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of their talents. If Mr. Grainger's salary
was fair when he came here, it was fair
now, particularly in view of the fact that
public works operations were slowing
down. In spite of the uselessness of the
proceeding be could not refrain from
entering his protest against Ministers'
actions as contrasted with their words.
The increases granted to highly-salaried
officers would spread discontent through-
out the lower ranks of the service.. There
was a, lack of sympathy for lowly-paid
officers, but an abundance of sympathy
for highly-paid officers. The fairer and
more equitable course would be to declare
that none of these clamorous demands for
increases should be acceded to until the
Royal- Coin mission had reported.

Mat. TEESDALE SMITH: In order
to disabuse the mind of the Opposition
leader, he wished to state that his firm
had offered Mr. Grainger a salary of
£1,000 a Year and a percentage on profits
to act on its behalf in South Africa. Mr.
Grainger, if the Government had not
offered him. an increase, would have been
away in Sout h Africa now.

MR. HOPKINS entirely' disapproved
of the view taken by the leader of the
Opposition, whose aspersions on prac-
tically the whole of the civil service were
not likely to be indorsed by either the
Committee or the community. Un-
doubtedly, the civil service contained
drones, just as this Assembly, for ex-
ample, contained drones. After all, for
what purpose did responsible government
exist, if we could not trust Ministers to
do what was best in the interests of their
departments ? Any capable Minister could
discriminate between the men who de-
served to be well paid for their work, and
those who ought to be discharged as
unfit. The tendency to plaWe all Men Oin
one level was the ruination of Govern-
ment services. The member for Wel-
linigton (Mr. Teesdale Sinith) would bear
him out that a con tractor in tendering
for a work was concerned only with the
total, and didl not trouble about the items
of his schedule: indeed, the aim was to tie
the schedule up in such a fashion that no
one hut the contractor himself could inter-
pret it. Mr. Grainger had sup1 ervised the
construction of Prince's Bridge over the
Yarra, and the Spring Bridge at Sale--
probably, with the exception of the
Hawkesbury Bridge in New South

Wales, as fine monu4ments of engineering
skill as could be found in Australia, In
addition, there was the testimony of the
member for Wellington (Mr. Teesdale
Smith), a well-known business wan; and.
the positions which Mr. Grainger had.
Occupied were ample testimony to his
being underpaid. This confirmed what
he (Mr. Hopkins) had maintained last
session-thatthe salaries paid to engineers
in this country were a disgrace. It was
well we bad a Ministry with backbone
enough to make necessary increases
regardless of consequences.

MR. HOLJMAN supported the am end-
ment. It was peculiar that all the
brilliant officers whom. the Government
could not do without were ",top notchers.'
Who bad heard of second-class officers
or ordinary mien with whom it was im-
possible to dispenseF If an officer who
came here originally at a nominal salry
thought he could run the country and
dictate to the Government, the sooner
he was got rid of the better. To allow
such dictation was a great mistake.
What would happen if this officer were
to die?

Tasv MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Committee should not assume that. Mr.
Grainger had dictated to him as to his
salary, or that such dictation would be
allow;ed. Conceiving it is his duty to
retain this officer's services, he had done
so with great difficulty. There had been
no attempt at'*1 bluff " on Mr. Grainger's
part: it was a question of giving the
increase or losing the officer; and results
would prove that the decision was right.

Amendmvent put, and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Major
AYES.

Mr. Hwastie
Mr. II ohuan
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Nauson
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Thomas
Mr. Wanlce (Toiler).

71

+U ce

NOS.
M1r, Dinmond
)lr, Faidhee
Mr. Gardiner
Mr. Gordon
Mr. Gregory
Mr. Hlayward
Mr, Hopkins
Mr. James
Mr. XirgsI
Mr. M~nl
Mr. Monger
Mr. Ima
Mr.lhiip
Mtr.Dac
Air. Heid
Mr, Smith
Mr. Yeirerten
Mr. Higham. iTsllorl.

[ASSEMBLY.) PubUc Buildings.
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Amendment thus negatived.

Item-Assistant Architect, £325:
MR. THOMAS:- Why this increase of

£125 ?
THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:

Some members coin plained that officers of
minor rank had not received any recogni-
tion. In this instance he had endeavoured
to recognise merit. The officer, Mr.
Beazley, was one of the prize-winners for
designs for the Houses of Parliament;
he had had Do increase for years, and was
a mast deserving official, To say that
£300 a year wats a salary sufficient for a
man of Mr. Beazley's quaifications would
confess one's inability to judge what a.
good servant was worth to the State.

Mn. THOMAS: What were the Public
Service Commission doing ?

Tun@ MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Repeatedly hie had stated that large
economies had been effected in this depart-
ment in spite of these increases given to
those who deserved them. This might be
seen from the total of the Estimates.
No reorganisation, no better system of
administration could be arrived at unless
we recognised merit and rewarded those
officers who were called upon to do more
work.

Item-Inspecting Officer, £300:-
Mn. POULIKES: There was a small

increase of _e2 8s. 5d.
THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:

£300 was provided last year, and.£300
this. Last year £2297 Us. 7d, was
actually spent. He bad not the details,
and could only assume that the officer
did not work the whole of his time, or
that he was not appointed at a date
which would give him the whole year's
Salary.

MR. THOMAS: The subject of public
buildings wag one which was bound to
give rise to aL great amount of discussion.
He thought the present would be a con-
venient time to postpone the business
therefore lie moved that progress be
reported and leave asked to sit again.

Motion (progress) negatived.

Item-Perth Central Police Courts,
£4,000:a

Mit. THOMAS: In the fourth column
there was an amount of £212,000, What
was going to be the total cost of this

workP According to various details on
these Estimates, public works officers
had been asked to give plans and careful
estimates as to the cost of the work. He
understood that those estimuates had been
given, and that afterwards this No. 4
column was used by them to put in items
in excess of the previous estimates.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:-
These new p~olice courts were intended to
stand on the site of the general police
reserve in Beaufort Street, in connection
with the main offices of the police. It
was intended to obviate the necessity of
bringing prisoners through the busy
portitons of the streets aa'Y by day or
several times a day. The design included
two police courts, a, coroner's court, the
necessary offices for the legal profession,
witnesses, police, etc. It was in sections.
It was prop~osed to erect first the police
court. The amount in columnn four was
the estimated cost of the complete design.

Mut. NANSON: The Government Iwro-
posed to spend something like £80,000
altogether upont bricks and mortar, by
far the greater portion of which was to
be spent in Perth. The expenditure of
that £80,000 was towards an expenditure
of £300,000. If we commenced buildings
this year, tiwy would have to he comn-
pleted sooner or later. Although 'we had
been told the Committee were not comi-
mitted to the fourth column, we knew
that when we commenced a building we
must com])lete it.

THE MINISTER Yon WoaRs: These
were exceptions.

Ma.- NAN SON: Those explanations had
been beard beore. They came up here
year after year. The central police courts
were ultimately to cost £212,000. Only a
few years ago the Committee passed a
sum for building a police court.

Mu. HOLMALN called attention to the
state of the House.

[Bells ruing and quorum formed.]
Mn. NANSON: Only a few years ago

the Committee sanctioned the building
of the present police court in Barrack
Street.

THE PREMtIER: A longv time ago.
MR. NANSON: About six years ago,

he believed, and lie doubted whether it
was six years since the building had been

Iactually in use. Was it not sufficient at
Iany rate for some years to come for the
mnore pressing needs of the case? It

Annual Betimate8.
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was not a question as to whether
there was need for this particular build-
ing, but whether there was not a greater
need to spend that amount of money
in some other direction. The present
police court met all requirements, and
the expenditure of £12,000 could be
used for some more important work
for the benefit of the country. No
one would seriously argue th at the country

drvday benefit by multiplying the
police courts. It migh~t be necessatry to
have police stations in back country dis-
tricts in which to house offenders, but in
Perth we had a. very good police station.
He did not know if in consequence of
the new legislation which had been in-
troduced this session that the police court
in Perth would have more work to do, and
that larger premises would therefore be
required. All that had been advanced by
the Minister in support of the item would
not obviate those persons who had to be
charged before, the court being brought
through the streets. A great number of
persons who were charged at the police
coilrts were not brought through the
streets at all. When it could be proved
that we no long-er could do with the
existing police court in Perth, then it
would perhaps be convenient to have a
building closer to the police cells.

Tins MlNxSTRx FOR WoRss: There was
the noise.

MR. NANSON:; If the noise was to be
held as the reason why a Government
building should be removed, then it would
not be long before the Government offices
would hare to be shifted out of town. It
wILs not a certainty by any means that
the revenue would continue at its present
high level. The duties collectable under
the sliding scale were a diminishing
quantity, and it was a question of policy
whether the Government should spend
large sumis of money now in bricks and
mortar. Members should test the ques-
tion on the first considerable item on the
Estimates.

MR. FOUILKES supported the itemn
becausehe 'knew that. the police court was
built iii one of the worst laces in Perth.
The magistrates complained continually of
the noise; it was impossible for magis-
trates often to hear what was being said
by witnesses. The huilding was open on
three sides, which rendered itumore subject
to the noise. The site was too valuable

for a police court building. The Govern-
inent could sell the land for more than
sufficient to build a new court.

Mr. NANSON: The Minister had
given no explanation to the Committee.
We were told that the noise in Barrack
Street, a wooden-paved thoroughfare, was
so great that it prevented business being
done. The Law Courts in London faced
the busiest part of the Strand, and was it
not absurd living in a small place like
Perth to talk of the noise in Barrack
street interfering with the business of the
Court?

Ma. Du~mxnn: The actual court rooms
in the London Law Courts were not near
the street,

MR. NANSON:- The courts were not
quite near the street, hut the volume
of sound in the Strand was larger than
that in Barrack street, therefore the in-
convenience from the noise would be
greater in London. There were a great
many complaints made about the incon-
venience of the Law Courts in the Strand;
but no one suggested because those build-
ings were not perfect, that nevvLaw Courts
should be built away in St. John's Wood.
The only reason given was that the
noise was objectionable, and that the con-
veyance of prisoners from the police
station to the court was a. troublesome
matter. Tn London and elsewhere it
was not considered absolutel y essential
that the police court should be imme-
diately alongside the police v eils. Were
we justified at present in incurring the
expenditure of this money? An argu-
ment advanced by the member for
Claremont (31r. Foulkes), who was the
mouthpiece of the Government on this
occasion, was that as a business proposi-
dion it was advisable to build a new court
and to sell the site of the present court.
[Mr. Foulkes: The present site might be
sold,1 If the recommendation was of
any value, the hon. mnember must desire
it should be acted on. The p)resent cen-
tral position was desirable for a. police
court, which was by no means concerned
only with criminals but which transacted
business for large numbers of the public.
The Government apparently were at a
loss to know how to spend all the money
they had. d

Trio MINISTER FOR WORKS; It
had long been understood that the pre-
sent police court was wholly in adequate.

[ASSN-MBLY.] Perth PoUce Courts.
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The Press had frequently complained
that owing to noises from the street the
police court proceedings were at times
inaudible. Moreover, the court was
frequently so crowded as to become a
positive menace to health. In view of
these circumstances better provision was
manifestly necessary, and that provision
,cold be wade adjoining the police cells
in Beaufort Street. The present site,
which was of great value, could be put to
better use.

MR, NANSON said he was still un-
convinced. Complaints in the Press bad
reference to the acoustic qualities of the
room, any deficiency in which was due
not to noises in Barrack Street but to
faulty designing by the Architectural
Division. Notwithstanding complaints
in the Press, the newspapers had always
been able to give accurate and full re-
ports of police court proceedings when
occasion arose. The circumstance that a
majority of the Committee might be with
the Governmecnt did not shift him from
his view.

Ma. THOMAS: The Estimates bad
now been considered at great length, and
more work had been done since the House
met than would be got through in two
days at an earlier stage of the session.
A ccordingl v he moved that progress be
reported.

[1835 o'clock, am.]

Motion (progress) put, and a division
taken with the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

5
18

Majority against ... 18

AYES.
Mr. Holomn
Mr. Jacoby
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Nansou
Mr. Thom.. (Telle).

NOES.
Mr. Diamond
Mr. Ewing
Mr. Foulkes
Mr. Gardiner
Mr. Gordon
Mr. Gregory
Mr. Hopkins
Mr. James
Mr. igianinl
Mr. McDonald
Mr. Plmp
Mr. RaSOn
Sir. Reid
Mr. Smith
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Wallae
Mr. Yelverton
Mr. Hligh.a MTeNle).

Motion thus negatived.
MR. THOMAS :. Why was it proposed

to erect these new buildings?

THE PREMIER: The Government
would not add to the explanations already
given.

Mu. THOMAS moved that the item
be struck cut. The expenditure was not
necessary, and the money could be de-
voted to better purposes. True, there
was a revenue and an expenditure ap-
proximating to four millions.

Tan CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must confine himself to the item of police
courts.

MR. THOMAS: There was no neces-
sity for this expenditure on police courts.
The item was in keeping with the Esti-
mates ats a whole. Both revenue and
expenditure showed gross extravagance
which the counitry could not afford.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Divide on
the item.

MR. THOMAS' That he would do
when he thought proper.

THE CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must keep to the point, or he would he
asked to resumne his seat.

MR. THOMAS: The present police
courts were quite suitable. True, those
who used them complained of noises from
without; but similar noises were audible
in this Chamber. Even if the courts
were unsuitable, that did not show the
necessity for spending e4,000 this year
and an ultimate total of £12,000. At
the present moment we were building
new Houses of Parliament on the bill,
and if a place was wanted for a police
court, he asked the Government to con-
sider whether a portion of this building
could not be utilised for that purpose, or
if this building was not suitable whether
a portion of the Legislative Council build-
ing in St. George's Terrace Could not be
used for it. Whilst the country was
crying aloud for money to be spent an
public works of more utility in the
country districts of this State, for the
development of the industry of the State,
and also for the relief of the suffering and
distressed, he objected to voting for the
building of a police court the necessity
for which he could not see. Hle would
like to know whether in order to save the
little noise Of the tires$ of cabs running
in front of the present building, they
were going to incur the risk of more
disturbance by the whistling of steami
engines. He moved that the item be
struck out.
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MR. NANSON: The Premier was
hardly justified in refusing to give any
information with regard to this vote.
[THE PaamnE: The hon. member (Mr.
Thomas) did not need the information.]
The question the Committee should ask
themselves was whether it was not pos-
sible to go on in the old building, and
to spend the money proposed to be
expended in this item on works that
would really tend to the development of
Western Australia; because we all knew
there was great difficulty at the present
time in going upon the loan market. It
was not very many years ago that the
Committee were discussing the question
of putting up the existing police court,
and no doubt precisely the same argu-
ments were used as to the necessity
of putting up that building. At
that time there was quite as great a
rush of business as at present. The
building had been put up, and six
years later members were told that it
was practically useless and st) little
adapted to the requirements that a new
building should be erected. If the
Treasurer instead of having to deal with
a large revenue, had to deal with a
revenue which was below the require-
ments of the State would the Govern-
ment say that a new police court was
necessary?

MR. THOMAS called attention to the
state of the House.

[Bells rung and quorum formed.]
Mn. NANSON: If the Treasurer was

faced with a deficit and could not scrape
together sufficient money to carry on the
needs of the country, would there be- on
the Estimates an item of £4,000, with a
contingent expenditure of £212,000 for a
new police court, because the noise in the
street disturbed the court, and because
the building was not near the cells? The
new police court was to be erected in a
position which would be worse in regard
to noise than the present site. And when
the money now asked to be voted was
expended, the Government might still
say that the noise disturbed the court.
The new site was in close proximity to
the railway station, and to the State
School which was not the quietest place,
especially a boys' pla,'yground; and in
addition there was the noise from the
tramns passing along the street close
by.

MR. THOMAS moved that progress be
reported, and leave asked to sit again.

Motion negatived.

[2 o'clock, am.]

THE PREMIER: The erection of a
police court was necessary. Complaints
bad been made from the time the court
was built as to its unsuitableness. It
had always been difficult to conduct the
proceedings of the court in consequence
of the noise. The place was also con.
gested ; it was far too small. The pre-
sent court was proposed a year before it
was built, and the inrush of population
had gone on ever since. To-day there
was not nearly enough room there. More
accommodation was required for the Local
Court. Thousands of people had to go
to the Local Court in the course of a year
to deal with ordinary summonses. The
police station had now been shifted to
near Roe Street, and the police court
would form a portion of the original
scheme. The building would not stand
in Roe Street, but back from the roadway.
That position would be advantageous
because the court would be in direct con-
tact with the cells. Under present con-
ditions much expense was incurred in
the maintenance of the van known as
" Black Maria.' Moreover, a crowd of
people usually congregated at the police
court when prisoners were being disem-
barked from tbce vehicle.

MR. NANSON: Prisoners were exposed
to p)ublic gaze on the railway station
when being sent to Fremantle.

THE PREMIER: That had been so
until recently; hut at his instance a
change had been made and prisoners were
now put aboard the train at West Perth.
The item represented money which would
be well spent. In his opinion, the new
police court was necessary and would
prove of real service.

Item-Additions and repairs to exist-
ing buildings (magistrates' residences),
.£500:

Mr. THOMAS: The fourth column
showed £1,000 and the fifth column
£500. Was the intention to spend £1,000
in the erection of new buildings?

THE: MINISTER FOR WORKS: As
had been explained in a great many
instances, no regard need be paid to
items appearing in the fourth column,
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which had not been revised as it should
have been. Only £500 was to be spent,
and that amounit was not too large in
view of the fact that the capital value of
the buildings in question amounted to
£18,500.

Item--Albany hospital, addition for
matron's quarters, etc., £200;

Mn. THOMAS: While prepared to
accept Ministerial assurance as indicating
the belief of the Ministerial mind, he was
not prepared to accept them as state-
ments of fact. Had the departmental
officers been instructed to prepare speci-
fications, drawings, and estimates of costs,
and was the amount to be spent £200 as
shown in the fifth column or £400 as
shown in the fourth column?

THE: MINISTER FOR WORKS: A
rough estimate had been prepared, and
according to that the cost was £400.
Closer inquiry, however, had led to the
conclusion that a sum of £2200 would
suffice. Increased competition in the
building trade had resulted in a lowering
of prices.

MR. THOMAS: It appeared, then,
that the sum to be spent on the Albany
hospital was £200, and not £2400?V

THE MINISTER FOR WoUKe: Yes.
MR THOMAS: In every case where

figures appeared in the fourth column he
would ask for explanation.

THE CHUJRpAN: If the hon. member
would just ask, instead of announcing
his intention of asking, he would be in
order. At present the hon. member was
out of order.

THE PREMIER: The bon. member's
(Mr. 'Thomas's) statements were merely
iteration and reiteration.

ME THOMAS: An assurance was re-
quired from the Minister that work--

Tax CHAIRMAN: The bon. member
should ask straight-away, instead of say-
ing be was going to ask and so wasting
time.

MR. THOMAS: Interruptions by the
Premier and other members were pro-
ductive of delay.

THx CHAIRMAN; Let the hon. mem-
ber continue his address, without making
these irrelevant remarks.

Mr. THOMAS: There should be an
assurance from the Minister that next
year this fourth column would be

eliminated, so that the Committee might
not be misled.

Item-Cue Hospital, Matron's Quarters
and other improvements, £450:

MR. THOMAS: There was a total
liability authorised of X900. Was that
the original rough estimate?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes;
and it was reduced because a wooden
instead of a stone building was decided
on. The same remarks applied to the
next item.

Item-Invalid Dep6t, £1,000:
MR. WALLACE: Where was this

situate ?
THE MTNTSTER FOR WORKS: A

site bad not been determined, though it
was recognised that a better building was
needed.

Item-Lunatic Asyvlum, £5,000:
MR. WALLACE: The estimated cost

was £80,000. Were we justified in erect-
ing such a costly building, and would
voting the £25,000 commit the country to
the total expenditureP

TaE CHAIRMAN: The Estimates were
in the outer column, and it was oniy to
these that the Country was comimittd if
Parliament passed the items.

Mn. THOMAS: Then apparently no
attention was to be paid to the fourth
column. He must therefore ask for a
full explanation as to the lunatic asylum.
As £65,000 was not sufficient, wvhat was
the total estimate?

Tan MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
proposal was to build the asylum in
sections ;therefore the ultimate cost
could not be stated. But for a smaller
sum thani £80,000 could be provided an
asylum which would meet present re-
quirements.

MR. THOMAS: On such a big work
the information given was insufficient.

THE CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must accept the explanation given, and
must not discuss it.

MR. THOMAS asked for fuller infor-
mation. What would be the total cost,
and what the scheme of construction ?
True, if we passed the X5,000 the
country was not committed to farther
expenditure; but the preliminary work
once started would] determine the character
of the remainder. Before we started to

Annuttl Batimaim: lunatic Asylum. 2875
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put up a building we wanted to, first of
all, sit down and count the cost; and
before be voted to embark upon an
expenditure of £5,000, he wanted to know
from the Minister somewhat definitely
where that £E5,000 was going to land its.
The Minister had not given full enough
information to allow of our passing this
vote.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: One
statement had already been made by him,
and he would make aniother. T1he hon.
member asked him to give him more
information as to the Cost of this lunatic
asylum. He regretted that he could not
give him very much more than he had
given. It was proposed to make anl early
start with the asylum, and to build th~e
asylum in sections at as low a cost as
possible. The Chief Architect, and the
medical officer who had to deal with the
insane in this State, had only just re-
turned from a visit to the other States
for the purpose of acquiring complete
information as to asylums there. There-
fore the building plans and the complete
estimates of the asylum proposed were
not ready, so he could not state what the
actual cost of the completed asyl um would
be.

MR. JACOBY: Where was it to be built?
TUB MINISTER FOR WORKS: On

the Conmmonage. It was hoteci to make a
start with the work. For £40,000 wve
could, hie knew, supply two female wards,
two male wards, and Ll1 the necessary
administrative offices. He could not give
the Oommittee at this Stage more in-
formation than lie had done. They mighit
be sure that no more than £5,000 would
be spent, and with that a considerable
start could be made

MR. JOHNSON asked the Minister to
exercise a little care in the erection of
this building. We knew that if we passed
the vote, the Chief Architect might get, a
huge idea into his head, draw an elaborate
plan, and practically bind us to comp~lete
the plan, owing to the fact that we had
started it and had spent £5,000. That
sort of thing had been done, and itinight
be done again. He hoped the Minister
would exercise care in seeing that we did
not have a huge unnecessary building
started with this £5,000.

MR. NANSON: Fart of the financial
year was over, and the planis were not yet
drawn, and it had not been decided what

form they should take. Under those
circumstances it was doubtful whether it
was possible to make a start this year.

THE N INISTE R FOR WORS: The land
had been acquired.

MR. NANSON: How much?
THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: Fifty

acres.
MR. NANSON: It would be almost

better to vote sufficient for clearing the
ground and drawing the plans, and when
the plans had been agreed to the Govern-
ment would be able to come before the
House at the beginning of next session
and submit those plans and let the Corn.
mittee see what was going to be done for
the money. The Government could go
on with clearing and fencing the land,
and could make other preparations.

Item - Midland Junction Hospital,
£1,'000:

MR. WALLACE moved that the item
be struck out. He believed that if we
had a hospital at Midland Junction it
would be the first step to the erection of
a large hospital there. No doubt the
people at G-uildford and in that locality
were fighting hard to have a hospital in
their mnidst. When the temporary hos-
pital at present existing was insufficient
they should make uise of the Perth public
hospital. There was no necessity for a
casualty ward, for there was the. conveni-
ence of the train service to Perth. If
ambulance cars were provided the patients
could be brought to the Perth hospital.
The vote for a casualty ward was the first
step towards a large hospital being erected
at the place. He moved that the item be
struck out.

MR. THOMAS: This was an important
item under discussion. Should we have
a hospital at Midland Junction or not?
To give time for consideration he moved
that progress be reported.

Mot-ion (progress) negatived.

[240 o'clock, am.]

MR. THOras called for at division, and
the Committee divided.

THE CHAIRMAN : There being only two
members sitting onl the side of the ayes,
he declared the division off.

MRt. THOMAS: Last session when the
member for Boulder and himself were
sitting on one side in a division, that
division was recorded.
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THE CHAIRMAN: Having the power, in
this case be preferred to use it.

THE TREASURER: This was not the
beginning of a hospital at Midland
Junction. There had been an agitation

for a hospital at Midland Junction for
some time; but the Government were in
accord with the views of members that it
was very undesirable to perpetuate these
hospitals throughout the country. Owing
to the shifting of the railway shops to
Midland Junction a large number of men
would be employed there and accidents
would frequently occur. It had been
decided, instead of erectinig a hospital
there to have a Casualty ward. The item
was rather in anticipation of the shops
being erected. There would be no addi-
tions made to the ward so far as the Gov-
ement were concerned. The Guildford
hospital was being wiped out altogether.

MR. JACOBY: It would be wrong to
move the hospital from Guildford if there
was to be a, hospital in that locality at all.
Midland Junction 'was very flat, and
notoriously hot. It would be a bad site
for a hospital; not to be compared with
the site at Guildford. The Government
might establish at Midland Junction an
ambulance outfit, which, in proper hands,
was quite as efficient as a casualty ward.
This casualty ward was the beginning of
a hospital.

THE TREASURER: It was a small hos-
tal for surgical cases.

MR. JACOBY: Was the ward for
temp1 orary treatment until the patient
could be sent to a proper hospital, or
would the patient stay in the casualty
ward during his sickness ?

MR. HOPKIcNS Local circumstances
would control that.

MRt. JACOIBY: It would be well to
have means of giving immediate relief at
Midland Junction, and then to remove
the patient to the Perth hospital.

MRt. THOMAS called attention to the
state of the House.

THE CHAIRMAN : Having recently
counted the House, he refused to count it
again.

MR. JACOBY: If there were appliances
at Midland Junction so that first aid could
berendered, and doctors were oloseat hand,
that would he quite sufficient, for patients
could be sent on to a proper hospital.
Take his own case. He was tremendousky
smashed up; but having received first

aid Ie was taken on a stretcher a con-
siderable distance by train to Guildford.
Medical assistance being available at

IMidland Junction, ambulance appliances
would suffice. Patients could be moved
to the Guildford hospital, and later to
the Perth hospital. As the founder of
the St. John's Ambulance Association in
Western Australia, he knew something of
what he was talking about,

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
mn who had to decide when doctors
disagreed was universally regarde~d as
unfortunate. He (the Colonial Secre-

Itary) preferred to accept the advice of
qualified medical practitioners, who held

Ithat ambulance appliances would not
furnish all necessary aid. The Guildford
hospital was on the site of a hotel, and
the lease was terminable in a year. The
hospital was a small, movable building,
which would answer the requirements of
Midland Junction.
I MR. JACOBY: The Fremantle work-
shops had only five accidents a year.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
accommodation proposed to be provided
was considered necessary in view of the
fact that a large number of men would
be employed in dangerous occupations at
Midland Junction.

MR. JACOBXY: The work was not
dangerous.

TaE COLONIAL SECRETARY: In
view of the increasing population at
Midland Junction about to be employed
in work involving considerable liability
to accident, a sum of £1,000 was not
more than sufficient to provide a casualty
ward adequate to the circumstances.

MR. JACOBY: No attempt would
have heel] iade to establish a hospital at
Midland Junction but for the fact that
the place had for its mayor a very active
gentleman who was a medical practi-
tioner. The expert advice teiidered to
the Colonial Secretary was very much
interested. The Medical Department, in
particular, had shown no desire for
economy. While he did jiot propose to
move an amendment that the item be
struck out, he thought it would be better
if cases of accident at Midland Junction
were, after treatment, transferred to a
proper hiospital.

TaE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
The remarks of the member for the Swan
(Mr. Jacoby) must not pass without con-
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tradiction.. As a matter of fact the
mayor of Midland Junction, Dr. Elgee,
so far from tendering the Colonial Secre-
tary interested advice, had given no
advice whatever. The question of a
hospital for Midland Junction had been
on the tapis before Dr. Elgee became
mayor of Midland Junction at all. *Years
and years ago the place had been pro-
mised a hospital, and a large hospital
too. There could be no two opinions as
to the necessity for a casualty ward at
Midland Junction, seeing that some
hundreds of men would shortly be
employed there in connection with com-
plicated and dangerous machinery. Was
it not apparent that in spite of every
precaution accidents mast happen?

MR. JACOBY: HlOW many accidents
had happened at the big foundry which
made the pipes for the Coolgardie Water
Scheme?

THn MINISTER FOR WORKS: In
the best regulated workshops all the
world over accidents did happen fre-
quently, and everything, even life itself,
frequently depended on prompt attention.

MR. JACOBY: Would the Minister be
surprised to learn that practically no
accidents happened at the South Aus-
tralian railway workshops?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: One
would not be surprised to hear any state-
ment f rom the member for the Swan, but
one would be grreatly surprised to learn
on good authority of any important rail-
way workshops in which accidents were
not frequent.

Mu. JOHNSON: Members would agree
that so soon as the workshops were
established at Midland Junction a bos-
pital would be necessary. The whole of
this discussion had arisen through the
unfortunate fourth column, which had
misled him also. Learning that the in-
tention of the Government was to spend,
not £10,000 on a hospital, bat £61,000 on
a. casualty ward, he would support the
item. Having some little experience of
workshops, he could not agree with the
member for the Swan that accidents did
not happen in them.

MR. JACOBY: More accidents happened
in sawmills than in railway workshops;
yet there was not a hospital for every
sawmill.

MR. JOHNSON: But more men would
be employed at Midland than in a sawmill.

MR. HOPKINS: A casualty ward was
to be established at Midland because
some hundreds of men were to be
employed there. The population of that
place was 1,568, while at Boulder were
some 19,000 persons. Was it not remark-
able that £200 would buy an ambulance
and build a casualty ward at Hannans,
while £1,000 was needed for a similar
purpose at Midland, within half an
hour's drive of the great Perth Hospital?
There was a thousandfold greater possi-
bility of accident at Boulder than at
Midland Junction. Some years ago, on
the Central and West Boulder mine,
several men were overcome by dynamite
fumes; and there was a similar fatality
at the Mt. Charlotte mine. This should
satisfy anyone that something more than
an am~bulance was required at Hannans.
In the event of accident at the Midland
workshops, the injured man could be
taken to the Perth hospital by rail
within half an hour; but could a man
injured in a Boulder mine be taken in
that time to the Kalgoorlie hospital ?
And if he could, he would not have the
same attention or the same comforts.
Withdraw the amendment, and reduce
the item by £800 to make it agree with
the Hannans item.

MR. JOHNSON: It was not fair to
argue that because Boulder was neglected,
members should not do their duty
to Midland Junction. An up-to-date
casualty ward should be established near
the big mines, where accidents were of
daily occurrence; but that the Govern-
ment would not establish such a ward
was no argument for striking oat the
Midland item.

MR. NAINSON: No doubt in all rail-
way workshops there was great liability
to .accident. There was still greater
liability in collieries; yet none suggested
that to each colliery should be attached
a casualty ward. Provide the Railway
Department with a proper ambulance
wagon, stationed at Midland Junction,
but available in case of accident else-
where. Then a patient could be removed
to Perth with little more discomfort than
if he were lying in a casualty ward at
Midland, while at the Perth hospital ho
would probably receive greater attention
and wore skilful treatment. Though
such a wagon would probably cost more
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tban a. ward, it could be used at places
other than Midland.

TEE TREASURER:. Should it be sent
from Perth when there was an accidentP

Ma. NANSON: Undoubtedly. Even
now, when there was a bad railway acci-
dent at a spot remote from hospital, the
injured were conveyed in ordinary car-
riages. None would suggest that a room
with stretchers where a patient could be
kept till the ambulance was ready would
involve an expenditure of £1,000. Not
more than C200 was needed, and that
sum could be included in the ordinary
vote for the Midland workshops. It
would be right to have a room attached
where a person could he put for an hour,
until he could be removed to a proper
hospital. It was not merely the cost of
a thousand pounds, but keeping up some
sort of staff.

MR. WALLACE: The Ouildford staff
cost £577 for wages.

THE MINISTER FOR. Woars: The
G-uildford staff would go to Midland
Junction.

Ma. NANSON: The idea had been,
he thought, to have a central hospital at
Perth. It was a simple matter to bring
people a distance of 20 or 30 miles to a,
central hospital. The chances of a
recovery at the central hospital would be
very much better. Nine out of ten would
rather go to a large place where they
could get the very best attention than to
a, small Place.

MR. HJOLMAN supported the amend-
ment. Would he be in order in moving
that " Midland Junction " be struck out,
and "Day Dawn" inserted?

Tan, CHAIRMAN:; The hon. member
could not do that. He could not change
the destiny of the vote without an order
from His Excellency.

MR. HOLMAN: There were other
places where the money could be better
spent. He believed ambulance wagons
or vans were in accident cases almost as
good as an accident or casual ward would
be, Tf a hospital were established at
'Midland Junction it -would cost a thou-
sand pounds a year.

MR. T. SMITH:- Those who had ex-
perience, of accidents in connection with
railway works must know that to remove
a man at all was very dangerous. He
ha witnessed a great many accidents,
a number of which were fatal, and

the doctor in all cases said that they
were fatal owing to the persons being
removed to a hospital. An endeavour
was made to get them down on an ambu-
lance or stretcher, and that sort of thing,
but where the accident had been serious
it terminated fatally. At Midland Junc-
tion, where 1,000 or 1,500 men were
working, and where there was intricate
machinery, provision should be made for
a hospital. On the sawmills al. Yarloop,
Denmark, Jarrabdale, Karridale, hos-
pitals, doctors, nurses, and everything
necessary were provided. It was picking
uip a, nan, putting him into a train, and
carrying from the train to the hospital,
that did all the damage. [Ma. JACOBY:
No.] Yes. A doctor had told him that
a mail died because he had been re-
moved, and it would have been better for
him to have been left in his tent. Medical
in had told him time after time that it
would have been better to have left a man
iu his tent rather than remove him. To
erect a casualty ward at Midland Junc-
tion was a correct step for the Govern-
ment to take.

MR. JACOBY: If a man could be re-
moved to Midland Junction hospital he
could be removed to Perth. What did
the Colouial Secretary mean by the words
" casualty ward "'? A casualty ward was
established at Guildford. It was originally
established as a casualt *y ward, and. it
had grown into a full-blown hospital.
Would the same thing happen here V
With an ordinary ambulance stretcher,
made for the purpose and absolutely
comfortable, there would be no difficulty
in getting a person to Perth.

Tan COLONIALI SECRETARY: A.
casualty, ward, as he understood it, as it
appeared on t~ise Estimates was for the
surgical treatment of accident cases, and
the creation of this vote would have the
effect of stopping the evil practice which
the hon. member had pointed out as
havinw been embarked upon at Guildford.
He did not. think ordinary cases of sick-
ness should be treated at Gulildford, but
that they should rather come to Perth.
With regard to economy in the Medical
Department, every effort was being made.
The casualty ward was required for the
surgica treatment of accident cases.

MR. HOPKINS: How was it that
£200 could provide a casualty ward and
ambulance for Boulder but that it

Annual Estimates. Casualty Ward.



2880 Annual Estimates: ASML..uat od

required £1,000 for a casualty ward at
Midland Junction.

Ts COLONIAL SECRETARY: Only an
ambulance was to be provided for
Boulder.

Mu. WALLACE:- All along he had
attacked the question of public hospitals
in close proximity to one another. le
understood this £21,000 was to he
expended in the removal of a building.
The Colonial Secretary had said that the
building was being removed.

TEE COLONIA.L SECRETARY: That
it would be removed.

Ma. WALLACE: It had been found
necessary to erect a casualty ward, and it
was inteuded to remtove the Lockeridge
hospital to the site of the casualty ward,
so that really the casualtw ward was to
be a hospital. There were instances
where ca sualty wards were erected, but
no attendants were kept. Re referred
to casualty wards at racecourses. Serious
accidents occurred on -racecourses, so
serious that patients could not be
removed and had to remain at these
wards for some days. It was found only
necessary to have appliances %tL these
casualty wards, so that patients could be
attended to properly. He assumed that
when this item was lplaced on the Esti-
mates it was intended to have a hospital
at Midland Junction, but now through
an attempt being made to strike it out 1

members had ascertained that it was only
to be a casualty ward.

Ta TREASURER: On the original
estimate, the itemi read ",Midland
Junction Hospital, casualty ward."

MR. WALLACE: The Estimates did
not saty that. The member for Boulder
had pointed out that in a, population of
17,000 persons only £200 was provided
for an ambulance. He moved that the
item be struck out.

Mu. THOMAS: At first he was under
the impression that the passing of the
item would commit members to the
expenditure of £10,000; he was happy to
have that impression removed. The
Government had given members a dis-
tinct promise that only £1,000 would be
expended. Medical men had informed
him that it was not necessary to expend
the money. He could igive names, but
would not give them on the floor of the
House. He was assured that the expendi-
ture was not necessary. If the first cost

of this item had represented the final1
cost, he would not have objected; but,
knowing full well that the first cost
involved the farther expense of a staff to
manage the ward, he must object. The
money could be better devoted to the
purchase of ambulance cars. If the item
were not altogether struck out, it ought
to be cut down by £800, so as to reduce
it to the level of the sumns granted to
such large places as Haunaus and Boulder.

Amendment put, and a, division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

6
17

Majority against ... 11

AYES.
Mr. Ho1lan
Mr. H~opkins
Mr. Jacoby
Mr. Nanson
Mr. Thoas
Mr. wallace (Tellar).

NOS.
Mr. Diamnond
'Mr. Ewing
Mr. Faulkes
Air. Gardiner
Mr. Gregory
Mr. Beetle

Mr. IaTe
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Kingemill
Mr. McDouald
Mr. Eason
Mr. Reid
MTr Smith
Mr. Ta6ylor
Mr. Telverton
Mr. Gordon iTeller).

Amendment thus negatived.
Mu. HOPKINS moved that the item

be reduced by £800, to make the amount
similar to that provided for the ambu-
lance at Tiannans.

MR. HOLMAN supported the amend-
mnent. Such an hospital at Midland was
unnecessary. In his district serious
accident eases had to be taken 80 miles
to an hospital. It was disgracefuil to
spend so much money on hospitals near
Perth when there was so little provision
in the hack blocks. At Bendigo, Vic-
toria, there was an hospital which served
for Eaglehawk four or five miles away.
For this unjustifiable item should be
substituted an up-to-date ambulanuce
wagon.

Mpa, JACOBY supported the amend.
mnent. Most of the doctors at Midland
and Guildford would prefer to use the
Perth hospital for accidents. If the item
were allowed to stand, the next item
should be altered to read "casualty
ward."

Tun. MINISTER FOR Woans; The
Government would carry out their ex-
pressed intention.

[ASSEMBLY.] Cumalty Ward.
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MR. JACOBY: The Guildford hospital
was started as a casualty ward, and soon
became a fall-grown hospital.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result--

Noes '3

Majority against
Ays.

Mr. Hopkins
Mr. Jacoby
Mr. Hanson
M r. Taylor
W. Tho.as

Mr. Wallace (Tellpr].

NosE.
Mr. Ewivg
Mr. Foulkes
Mr. Gardfrer
Mr. Gregoiry
Mr. Hasi
Wr. James

INr. Johnson

Mr. Bacon
M t el

Mr, Higharn(Teller).

Amendment thus negatived.

Item - Midland Junction Hospital,
£21,000:

Mit. THOMAS moved that the word
"lhospital" be struck out, and "lam-
bulance and casualty ward" inserted in
lieu.

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Illingworth):
The word "1hospital " could not be struck
out. The words " casualty ward " might
be added.

MR. THOMAS: Then add them in
brackets.

Amendment passed.

Item-Perth Hospital, new infectious
diseases. ward, £150

MR. THOMAS asked for information.
Would this amount finish the work,
presumably started some time ago?:

MEMBER: Yes.
Item-Perth Hospital, painting and

renovation, £350:

Ms. THOMAS: Was this estimate
prepared in the usual way P

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:- It was
intended to spend £360, and not £500.

Mna. THOMAS: This could only mean
that the officers had under-estimatied. the
work or were not competent to make a
proper estimate, and they first made an
estimate which it was afterwards found
could be cut down.

THE: MINISTER FORt WORKS: The
difference between these items was
accounted for by the fact that it was not
Dow intended to do as much as was

6

GaoIR, eto.Annual Estimates ,

I
Ayes
Noes

originally intended. The estimate of
£500 was correct for the work formerly
intended to be done; the £9350 would do
the work now intended to he done.

Item-Painting hospitals, £800:
MR. THOMAS: The information he

had been able ft gather was that the
work 'would eventually cost £1,000, but
that the Minister did not intend to spend
more than £1800 during the coming year.
Was that assumption correct ?

THE MrNISTRu FOR WORKS: Yes.

Item-Whitby Lunatic Asylum, stab-
ling, £.150):

MR. JACOBY said be understood this
institution would be placed under the
Agricultural Dfepartment.

TH1E PREMxIER:- There was a liability
of £128.

Mu. JIAOOBY - What was intended to
be done by the lunatic asylum authorities
would. not suit the Agricultural Depart-
ment.

Item-Broome gaol, new cells and
warders' quarters, £800:

MR. THOMAS absked for information.
THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: The

item of £0800 covered the whole expense
it was proposed ft Undertake.

MR. THOMAS: The Minister gave
information which led members to sup-
pose the cost would be £1,600. One
amount was double the other, and some-
thing was radically wrong in the way
these estimates were prepared.

THE CHAIRMAN:- The hon. member
must accept the Minister's explanation.
Ile must not discuss the answer received.

MR. THOMAS: Menibers. had a right
to ask'for farther information, why one
amount was double the other.

THx CRAIRMAN:- The hon. member had
asked his question and got the answer.

MR. NANSON: Were we to understand
that £800 was to be spent this year, and
£2800 next?'

TnsE TpxnrErn No.
MRa. NA.NSON: It was simply a mis-

take in the estimate ?
THE PRtEMIER: Yes.

Item--Fremnantle Gaol, additions and
improvements, £7,000:-

Mn. FOUTWES asked for informa-
tion.
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THEF M[NISTER FOR WORKS:- It
was intended to expend £7,000 this year,
but £214,000 was the estimated total. cost
of the additions and improvements. It
was at one time thought a new gaol was
absolntely necessary, and that would have
involved a larger sumn being set down for
the work. It was now thought that by
additions and improvements the existing
gaol at Frenmantle would provide sufficient
accommodation.

MRs. NANSON: When the ;14,000
bad been. expended how long was it
anticipated the Fremnantle Gaol would
satisfy the requirements of the State?

Tim PREMIER: For all time.
M.R. NANSON: Would suitable work-

shops for prisoners be provided?
Tn~x PESER:-- Yes; andexercise yard s.

The Penal Commission went into the
matter three years ago, and thought that
far better work could be done by adding
to the p)resent gaol.

MR . NANSON: Would the small cells
be retainedP

TiE PREMIER: They had already been
enlarged. Two cells had been made into
one.

Mn. KANSON: Was it intended to
use prison labour in mating the altera-
tions?

Tasv PRtuTEn: -No; the work wouild be
let by contract.

Item- Wyndbam, warders' quarters,
£650:

Mn. THOMAS: Was the total cost to
be £1,250, of which £650 was to he ex-
pended this yearP

THE MIN ISTER FOR WORKS: The
£650 was all the money which it was
expected would be spent at the present
time.

Mn. THOMAS:. This then was to be
the total cost of the work. If these
items appeared on the next Estimates
the Government would hear of it. because
he was carefully watching the Estimates
and waking notes, and next year he would
be able to tell byv Hansard what promises
the Minister hadl made. Would the
Minister promise that £650 would be the
total cost ?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: No such
promise would be given.

Item -Ru rtville lockup, quarters, and
Qffi(tIJ £8.000:

Mn. THOM"S: Was this sum to be
Ithe total amount expended on this work?

TE MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,

Item-Pimister, quarters, £250:
Mn. THOMAS: What was this amount

for'?
Mn. HOLMAN called attention to the

State of the Rouse.
[Bells rung and quorum formned.]
Mn. THOMAS: The sum to be spent

on this work appeared to be £250, but
£500 was set down as the total liability.

T-HE PRE~miER: The hon. member was
obviously obstructing.

MR. THOMAS: It was necessary to
know if £250 would be the total amount
spent.

Tam MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
Item -Fremantle, quarters (new block),

£e4,000:
Ma. NANSON:. Here was anoth er item

running into thousands of pounds,
Would the Minister explain, not the
desirability, hut the absaolute necessity of
this expenditure?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: B~oth
this item and the succeeding one repre-
sented expenditure on works which were
absolutely essential. The buildings to he
replaced had been erected he was afraid
to say how many years ago, and bad both
been condemaned by the Board of Health.
The total amount intended to be spent
on the new block was £4,000.

Item-Gwalia, quarters, £450:
MR. FOULiKES: Presumably this

item represented quarters for the policeP
THx MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
Item- Lennonville lock-up, quarters,

and office, £750:-
ME. WALiLAOE: This item, which

referred to his district, represented a
work urgently required. The Minister

Ihad promised three months ago that a
commencement should be made as soon
as possible. Tenders had been called in
the ordinary way, returnable on the 11Ith
November, but no public announcement
had yet been made whether a tender had
been accepted. How long would the
work take at this rateP When did the
Minister propose to accept a tender, and
when would a start be made?

TEMINISTER FOR WORKS: A
contract had been let, and presumably
the work would be started immediately,

[ASSEMBLY.] Police Quarters.
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MR. WALLACE: No announcement
to that effect bad appeared in the daily
Press.

Item-Northam, constables' quarters,
£800:

MR. THOMAS: Did £800 represent
the maxim um expenditure?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.

Item-Perth, Central, Commissioner's
office and men's barracks, £2,500:

Ma. FOULKES: Did the Minister
propose to erect these barracks in Perth ?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
barracks were to be erected adjoining the
lockup and stables now existing at the
corner of Roe and Beaufort Streets. A
fairly heavy amount was now being paid
to constables in the shape of lodging
allowances. That amount would be saved
by the expenditure of this money, and
moreover there 'would be the benefit
resillting from closer supervision.

MR. NANSON: Flow much could be
done for .£2,500?P

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: A
substantial start could be made. All
police offices would be together in a fairly
central part of the city' , and the con-
venience of the public would be far better
suited than under existing arrangements.

MR. THomks: Could the Minister
state what would be the total cost ?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
total cost would be £215,000.

MR. THOMAS : It was to be hoped
that considerable economies would be
effected as a result of the expenditure.
At 5 per cent., £16,000 meant £2760 per
annum. Did the lodging allowances now
paid run to anything like £750 a year?

THE COL6NIAL SECRETARY:
Speaking roughly, to pretty well £1,000.
Lodging allowances appeared in his
estimates, in connection with which the
question should have been asked.

Item-Port Hedland office, lockup, sad
quarters, £360:

ME. THOMAS: Did this amount
represent the maximum expenditure ?

TnE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Yes.

Item-Perth Observatory, painting and
renovations, etc., £150:

MR. THOMAS asked for information.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
This item represented an unexpended
balance.

Item-Perth branch of Royal Mint,
additions and extension, £5,000:

MR. FOULKES : Why was .5,000
to be spent on the Mint?

Tan MINISTER FOR WORKS:
The amount of £5,000 represented the
futll extent of the expenditure. The work
would be reproductive, because the Mint,
being under present conditions unable to
turn out coined gold suifficiently fast,
had to obtain overdrafts from the bank.
'The interest on overdrafts amounted
to considerably more than the interest on
the expenditure necessary to make the
Mint capable of coping with the work it
was called on to do.

Ma. THOMAS: To what extent was
the Mint reproductive? For some time
it had evidently been a " white elephant."
Should we increase its sizeP Did it pay
interest on capital and 10 per cent, for
depreciation of machinery? Unless the
Mint showed a real profit, the sooner it
wvas closed the better. The Mint, be
believed, did no good. Reaks would
advance money on houses and land in
Perth, Frematle, and other settled
portions of the State, and on good
industrial shares; but not on similar
property on the goldfields. Hence, with
the exception of the Western Australian
Bank, these institutions sent out of the
State their surplus money. The Mint
was therefore making sovereigns for
export, at a loss. Much of the gold from
his own mines he minted, becaukre it paid.
him to do so. It paid the State to Mint
gold for actual tue in the State; but it did
not pay to mint sovereigns here and send
them abroad.

THE MINISTRn FOR WORKcS: Did the
hon. member wish the Mint closed?

MR. THOMAS: Yes; unless he had
proof that it paid. Until recently the.
State, had to subsidise the Mint. If silver
were minted, there would be a profit; but
gold was generally minted at a loss.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: To
state whether the Mint paid was not
within his province. All information at
his command had been given the Com-
mittee in the opening speech on these
Estimates, wherein he had stated that
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by spending this additional sum of
£25,000 the Mint would avoid overdrafts,
interest on which in 1901 amounted to
£21,133 14s. These overdrafts were for
pay meats to people who deposited gold
for minting, because, owing to lack of
space, the Mint could not readily con-
vert that gold into coin; and if the
dlepositor. of ore could not be paid
in sovereigns which the Mint coined,
the Mint must dratw on the hank. All
he had to guide him in this matter
was aletter fromi the 1)eputy Master of
of the Mint to Htis Excellency the Gover-
nor, and he explained therein what he
(the Minister) had explained to the
House, that by the expenditure of this
sum of money a considerable saving to
the State would result. The interest
paid on overdrafts had increased from
£389 s, in 1900 to.£1,133 lUs. in 1901.
The letter contained the following

So long as gold continues to arrive at long
intervals in large consignments, sonme recourse
to payment by advance from the bank will be
unavoidable, but the enlargements now con-
templated will reduce that necessity to a
minimum. At a moderate computation the
saving in interest which will be effected
appears likely to be not less than .£500 a year,'while if the work of the Mint continues to
increase (as seems almost certain) it will
probably be about double that amount. It
appears to be safe, therefore, to say that the
cost of the new works will, in a few years, be
covered by increased revenue, while, at the
least, the annual gain to the Western Aus-
tralian Government must very largely exceed
the interest on the capital outlay required.

He had already given that information.
It was a. curious thing that a member
who prklded himself on being a model
goldfields representative should in this
House -advance the strange theory that it
was advisable to close up the Mint. If
there was one thing that had been an
advantage to the goldfields and to mining,surely it was the Mint. It was aL long
time before the mining community or
those interested in gold mines could
realise that the Mint would be an ad-
vantage to them; but they had now
realised that it would be greatly to their
advantage to send gold to the Mint.
They were taking the fullest advantage
of it, and now by far the greater portiion
of the gold produced in this State found
its way to the Mint.

[MR. HARPER took the Chair.]

MaR. NANSON : The usual course,
whether dealing with sovereigns or any-
thing else, was to give a certificate, and
that certificate was a, negotiable instru-
ment. The Minister had told us this
£25,000 -was a reproductive expenditure.
HRe understood by " reproductive expendi-

*ture " an expenditure that would pro-
*due somae profit. It was generally
understood that gold was actually coined
at a, loss. Silver and copper represented
profit to a mint, but gold an actual
loss. We were therefore placed in this
position, that the more gold we turned
into sovereigns in Western Australia, the
greater was the loss i ncurred in the Mint.
The argument used by Sir John Forrest
in support of the Mint, as far as he
remembered, was that it was convenient
to the miners to have a ready market for
their gold, and it was declared that banks
made a heavy charge for taking gold out
of the country.

Ma. HOLMAN called attention to. the
state of the House.

[Quorum formed.]
MX& NANSON; It was an advantage

to have a, place where gold could be
readily bought, but he failed to uinder-
stand that this country obtained any
advantage from that gold when it was
turned into sovereigns. It was stated
that a. great deal of gold was not turned
into sovereigns at all, but sent to the old
country in bulk. If the coining of gold
meant a loss, it was just as well that gold
should be coined in the mother country.

IHe could not altogether understand why
it should not be possible to do something
to reduce the n umber of sovereigns coined
to the number required for local con-
sumption, and send the remainder of the
gold away in bulk. That would lead to
a considerable reduction in the cost of
the Mint, and it would not cause any
considerable inconvenience to mining com-
panies or persons who had gold to sell.

THE@ MIfNISTER FOR WORKS said
be had not the actual figures, but he was
in a position to assure the Committee that
already the operations of the Mint were
affording profit to the State. It did not
consist wholly in coining gold, but profit
was made in refining. The letter front
the Deputy Master of the Miut said:

Nearly the whole of the gold received at the
Mint arrives about the middle of each month.
and becomes payable at or about the same

Perth Jfiv t.[ASSEMBLY.]
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date. As it is impossible, for mechanical
reasons, to produce a month's coinage on one
and the same day, the difference between the
total amounts paid by cheque to depositors
and the value of the coin produced at the date
of payment, is maet by advance f rom the bank.

Mn. THOMAS Scores of parcels. had
been sent to the Mint by him, bathbe had
never received payment the same day.

Tnu MINISTER FOR WORKS: No: lie
did not say 11the same day."

MR. THOMAS: Payment was wade a
month after the parcel was sent to the
Mint. That gave an Opportunity to mint
the gold. The Minister had said that
people were paid on the same day that the
parcels of gold were received.

Tnn MINISTER rc'a WoRKs: That was
not so.

Item -Browni Hill School additions,
£300:

MR. THOMAS: Was £800 to be the
total amuount for this workP

THY MINISTER FOR WORKS:- Yes.

Item-Boulder muixed school for.] uniors,
£2,000:

Mu. FOULKES: Was £2,000 the
total amount to be spent on this work ?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.

Itemi-Bindoon. State School, £250:-
MR. THOMAS: Was £250 the total

amount to be spent?
Tun MINISTER FOR WORKS:- Yes.

Jtcm-Cannington school, additions,
£R350:

Mn. THOMAS: Was £350 or £550
the total amount to be expended ?

Tun MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Three hundred and fifty pounds.

Itemn-Claremont infant school, £660:

Mn. THOMAS: What was the total
amount to be spent on this work?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was quite possible the amount of £650
provided for this year would not he
sufficient to cover the cost, but he did not
anticipate that the sum of £1,250 would
he expended.

Item - Claremont Training College,
jetty, boating, and bathing sheds, £400:

MR. THOMAS: Was £800 or £4A00
the total to lbe expended by the Govern-

mneat? He was going to inquire into all
these items.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was hoped thiat £400 would he sufficient.,
but that sum migh t be exceeded to a very
trifling extent.

Item u- -Fenei ng school grounds, £1 1000:
Mn. WALLACE: Was this the total

amount for fencing the various 'school
grounds, and if so, would applications
which had already comae in be paid from
this amiount?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
was. the general vote for fencing school
grounds. Applications already received,
if considered by the school depariment
necessary, would be paid for out of the
vote.

Itew-Fremantle (North) school addi-
tions, £500:

12it. FOUILKES: What amount was to
be expended on this work?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: A
s~um of £500 was the estimated expendi-
ture, and £1,000 was the item shown as
the total cosit. The total expenditure it
was thought would be £690.

MR. THOMAS: One could not make
head or tail of the figures which the
Mintister supplied to members, therefore
it was, necessary to draw attention to each
itemi. The total amount to be spent on
this item was £.690.

Item - Fremntle (South Terrace)
school, £i,250:-

MR. THOMAS: Wasj the sumi of
£1,250 to be the total amount the Gov-
ernment were gong to spend on this
work, or would £2,000 he expended?

Tan MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was to be hoped £1,.250 would be sufficient,
but that amount might he exceeded
slightly, hut certainly not to the extent
of £2,000.

Item-Gravelling and clearing school
playgrounds, £1,250:

MaR. W ALLACE : Th is appeared to be
a general vote for gravelling school
grounds. His experience was that Ischool
playgrounds were scarcely fit to play in.
School pla 'ygrounds, not alone in the
country, but in such places as Suhiaco,
were generally mere sandheds. If £9400
was required to gravel one stable-yard,
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how many playgrounds could he gravolled
for £1,250?

THEF COLONIAL SECRETARY : The two
classes of work were utterly dissimilar.

Mit 'WALLACE: It was not likely
that the amount would suffice for two
playgrounds, since a stable-yard was not
half the size of a playground.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
intention was that this itemn should recur
annually. To carry out the gravelling
of all playgrounds in the State in one
year was impossible. The worst play-
grounds would be done first, and no
partiality as to locality would be shown.
The comparison instituted between gra-
veiling a yard in which horses were to be
exercised and the graveling of a play-
ground was utterl 'y misleading; play.
grounds would be gravelled to only a
shallow depth. He regretted that the
Government had been unable to place
double the amount on the Estimates.

MR. WALLAC(E:; The game of hazard
alppeared to have had futll play in the
preparation of these Estimates. Thou.
sands of pounds were to be spent on
making roa-ds to the Caves, while school
children were expected to wade in sand
uip to their knsees. At Suhiaco the chil-
dren were ankle deep in sand.

Item - Midland Junction infants'
school, £800:-

Ma. THOMAS: What was the total
amount to be expended tinder this item P

THEu MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
amount of £800 which the Government
desired for this year might. be Slightly
exceeded. It was not anticipated tha't
the expenditure would exceed £1,000.

Item-Miscellaneous schools and quar-
ters, £1,000:

MR. FOUL~KES ask-ed for information.
THiE MINISTER FOR WORKS:t This

was merely a repetition of an annual vote.
last year £748 had been expended, and
there was an existing liability of £225.

Item -Mullewa teacher's quarters,
£.300:

Ma. HOLMAN: Did the Minister for
Works think it necessary to speud this
amount at Mul lea? Travelling through
the place one did not see many people.
M ullewa ha d been going back for the last
six or seven years, and the expenditure of

money on teacher's quarters there was
questionable policy. How many children
attended the Mullewa. school ?

TUBE MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was hard to k-now what information an
unfortunate Minister for Works was not
expected to have at his fingers' ends. He
regretted that it was not in his power tosay
off-hand how many children attended the
Mullewa school. The Education Depart-
ment was surely well able to judge of the
necessity for teacher's quarters, and that
department had asked for them as abso-
lutely necessary. That being so, the duty
of his department was to give an estimnate
of the work.

TanE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Teacher's quarters were required especi-
ally at a place like Mullen, because of
the difficulty a teacher would experience
in securing accommodation. So long as
a school existed at Mullena, accommoda-
tion must be provided for the teacher.
If it appeared on inquiry, which would
be made, that the place had gone back so
much that the school was no longer
justified, then Mullewa would lose its
teacher in favour of some other place now
waiting for a- school.

MR. HOLM AN: The school should
not be closed if there were only half a
dozen children; but surely the teacher's
quarters were unnecessary.

Item - Painting school buildings,

Mu. THOMAS: Would this be the
total ?

Tim MINISTER PoR WORKS: Yes.

Itemi-Perth (West) school, £750:-
Mnc. THOM4AS: Thieye was £1,250

anthorised.
TjHE MINISTER FOR WORKS:-

The £750 might be slightly exceeded,
but not to the extent of £1,250.

Item-Perth (Newcastle Street) school,
additions, £2,000:

Mu. JOHNSON: Was the necessity
for extending schools on the coast more
urgent than on the fields, where hundreds
of children were turned away from the
schools? A school recently opened at
North Kalgoorlie had accommodation for
only one half the children who presented
themselves, the others being refused
admission.

[ASSEMBLY.) Sclwol Buildings.
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THn COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
necessity was the same on the coast as
on the fields. For the goldfields gener-
ally fair provision was made. Was the
hon. member serious in his stastement
that hundreds were turned away?

MR. JOHNSON: At North Kalgoorlie
from 180 to 150 children were turnled
away for lack of seating accommodation.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
The Newcastle Street school, like all
other schools in Perth and Fremantle,
was overcrowded,

Mit. TEEiSDALE SMITH: What about
the Mornington, Yarloop, and Water-
house schools ?

THE: COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Erecting those schools had bveen in the
past a highly remunerative investment
for the timber companies. He would do
his best to see the wants of the gold-
fields attended to. These additions
were being made with a view to raising
the staus of this school. Corresponding
sums were provided for Kalgoorlie and
Boulder.

Mn. JOHNgSON: No doubt the
expenditure in Perth was necessary ;
but in next year's Estimates Perth
should be given a rest, and provision
made for additions to the goldields
schools. Not only at Kalgoorlie, but at
Boulder, lBrowubill and suburban schools
was there great need for additional aecoin-
mnod ation.

Mnu. TEESI3ArJ SMITH: Why
should the coast be favoured, more than
the timber districts? Everyone seemed
to think that the timber companies should
build their own schools. This was non-
sensical.

MR. THOMAS: Bow many extra
children would be accommodated by this
expenditure of £2,000?P

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:- It
would double the capacity of the school
by adding another storey. All the build-
ing done this year under the vote would
be of as simple a style as was compatible
with a decent appearance.

Item - Perth or Claremont, Agri-
cultural and Commercial School, £1,500:

MR. JACOBY: Anl ultimate expendi-
ture of £10,000 was contemplated. We
were making a rather risky experiment
in this dir-ection, because he doubted if we
had anything to guide us any where in

Australia exactly on the same lines as
this school. He failed to see what educa-
tion of an agricultural character was to be
given at a school at Claremont. The only
agricultural education of a valuable
kind must be accompanied by actual
illustration; not to the same degree
as in an agricultural college, but illus-
tration would be required which could
not be obtained at Claremont or Perth,
because the local conditions were not
suitable.

Tas COLONIAL, SECRETARY: The
Minister fur Lands (Hon. A. Jameson)
was of opinion that a useful purpose
would be served by giving youths in
State or other schools a secondary edu-
cation, preparatory to putting themt on
experimental farms which it was pro-
posed to establish in the State.

Mn. JA C0rY : It was a fad.
TnE COLONIAL SECRETARY: One

was sorry to hear the bon. member say
that. The Minister thought it would be
a most useful thing. With regard to the
commiercial part, it was proposed to carry
forward the commercial education which
boys received already in State schools.
The syllabus of instruction had not yet
been drawn uip.

MR. JACOBY: Could the Minister
point to any other school conducted onl
the same linesP

THEm COLONIAL SYcRETARY: No.
Mn. THOMAS moved that the words

"Perth or C laremont " be struck out,
also " and commercial " be struck out.

Tmig COLONIAL SECRETARY asked that
the words "and coinmercial " be not
struck out?

Mn. THOMAS said he proposed to
strike out '"and coin ierciaL." He had
seen in other countries schools of mines
and schools oif art attempted to be run
together, and they had been failures. He
had seen various attempts made to ioin
different things in the same school in
other cases, but th ey had failed. He bad
always been an advocate for the establish-
wnent of a school of in ies, anld he claimed
to have some little knowledge of techntical
education. He wanted to see agricultural
colleges and schlools formed at thie earliest
possible moment, but he would oppose
most strenuously starting schools of
mines at Perth and Freinanltle; and so
would hie oppose 'most strenuously the
establishmuent of an agricultural School
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at Perth or Claremont. The School
of Mines in London gradually dwindled
down, but the School of Mines at Cam-
bourne, situated i the locality of the
mines there, had grown to be the
biggest school of mines in the world. The
s~ame thing would occur if all agricultural
college was established at either Perth or
Fremantle. If the Minister liked to
divide the vote, wellI and good; but the two
things could not be run together. He
moved that the words "Perth or Clare-
mont" be struck out.

Ma.- JO fINSON: How was it proposed
to run this institution? Would a school
be established by the money of the State ?
If so, the schools would be limited to a,
certain section of people who could afford
to pay for the education.

Tits COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
school would he run on the same lines as
the School of Mines was run. Fees
would be collected, but not very large fees.

Mn. HksriE: Was a, farw to be run in
connection with the school?

TanE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Government would accept, the amendment
to strike out " Perth or Claremont," and
he was not particu lar in regard to striking
out the words "and commercial," but
any agricultural school must teach com-
mercial principles; that must be part of
the curriculum.

MaP. NANSON moved that the i te m be
struck out. He did not disapprove of
the item; but in order to make the
expenditure effective, the Government
would require a larger sum than that on
the Estimates. Ten thousand pounds
would he required to establish a school
that would do practical good, but the
Government only intended to sponld
£21,500 this year. Estimates were being
passed on which it was only intended
to spend a small portion of the vote
this year, and the consequence was
that if the revenue fell, and there was
an indication of it, if at the end of
the financial year a Treasurer found his
Esti0mts Unrealised and that during
the coming financial year the revenue was
on a smaller scale, it would be necessary
for the Government to undertake works,
and we should find a number of works in
their initial stages. It would. be impos-
sible to stop these works, but through
financial difficulties they would have to
be stopped, and the small amount spent

on the works would have been wasted
until the finances of the country would
permit of the works being resumed. The
money could with far greater advantage
he taken from this vote and put on to
those on which only a small portion was
to be expended. It could not be said
there was a, present need for this school
while there were a number of works on
which there was a pressing need for
expenditure. All the schools in Perth
and Fremantle were very much over-
crowded, and to-day the same applied to
the schools on the goldfields. It was
infinitely more important to the State,
and the children for whose education the
State was responsible, that sufficient
elementary education should he provided.
If £1,500 was spent in secondary
education, it would not IC, effective.
Hie was, asto)nished to find that at Kal-
goorlie accommodation in the elenien-
tan' schools was so limited that the
children had to he turned away. flow
wvere those children getting their educa-
tion ? Having entirely refrained from
obetuction, he greatly regretted the
necessity for debating these matters
at half-past S in the" morning.. The
item, being entirely new, ought to be
struck oat. The money could be more
usef ully expended.

Mu. THOMAS: With the exception
of the Chairman (Mr. Harper), the mem-
bers for the Swan (Mr. .Jacoby). the
Murchison (Mr. Nanson), and Sussex
(Mr. Yelvertout), were besides himself
the only agricultural members in attend-
ance, and they must necessarily support.
this item, or else, in consistency, must
oppose the items for establishing and
equipping Schools of Mines.

THaE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
items for Schools of Mines were on a
different footing. The excision of this
item having been moved by an agricul-
tural mnember and supported by other
agricultural in em here as representing
unnecessary expenditure, the Government,
from the standpoint of economy, offered
no objection to the amendment.

Amendment passed, and the item
struck out.

Item-Perth Technical School, addi-
tions and equipment, £2,000:-

Man. THOMAS asked for informa-
tion.
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THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
amount or £2,000 would cover every-
thing.

Item - Plytupton School, additions,
£450:

Mu. THOMAS asked for information.
THE MINISTER FORt WORKS: The

final cost would be £4A50.

[Mu. ILLINOWOETH took the Ohirj3

Item-Ravensthorpe school additions,
£200:

Mu. JOHNSON:- From all one could
gather there was no need for additions to
this school, The Ravensthiorpe district
was practically dead. The local people
said that a smelter was needed to make
the place flourish, but he contended that
not only a smelter but a new system of
ore treatment was required. Until the
district revived, no additions to the school
were necessary. He therefore moved that
the item be struck out.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS moved
that progress be reported.

Motion (progress) put, and a. division
taken with the following result:

Ayes
Noes

A17
6

Majority for..

Arza.
Mr. Dismond
Mr. Ewing
Mr. Fouikes
Mr. &Asrimer
Mr. Gordon
Mr. Gregory
Mr. Hare
Mar. James
Me. Kingsill
'Mr. McDonald
Mr. Hnoson
Mr. Esson
51r. Reid
Ur. Smith
Mr. Telverton
Mr. itigham (rei~er).

11

Moum.
Mr. Holmnan
Mr. Hopints
Mr. Johnson
?'lr. Thomnas
Mr. Yelvorton
Mr. Jacoby (Teller).

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the PREMIER:' Copy of permission
granted to West Australian G-oldflelds
Firewood Supply Company, Limited, to
construct a, timber tramway.

Ordered: To lie on the table.

ADJO1URNMENT.

On motion by the PREMIER, the House
adjourned at 40 minutes past 5 o'clock
(Thursday morning), until the afternoon
at 4380 o'clock.

Thursday, 11th December, 1902.

Questions: Lend Applications, Conditional Pr-

Lighthouse, Cape Naturuaiste............. 28M
BRil: Rabbit Pest, Committee resumed, reported 289

Dividend Duties, in Committee, progress ... 28100
Motion! Effperune-to-Goldflolds Ralway, to con.

struct, debated, concltide'l. division .. 2904
Assent to Bills 289

THrE PRESIDENT took the Chair tt
4-30 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

QUESTION-LAND APPLICATIONS,
CONDITIONAL PURCHASE.

Rom J, 1W. DREW asked the Minister
for Liands: i, If any applications have
been made by the holders of conditional
p urchase landis to the Lands Department,
since 1st January last, for the classifica-
tion of such lands with a view to the
reduction of the price thereof. 2, If, in
any case, tbe Lands Department has con-
sented to such classification and reduction
of price. 3, The names. of the districts,
if any, in which such classification and
reduction of price have been sanctioned.
4, If, in any c:ase, the Lands Department
has refused, on principle, to consider such
classification and reduction of price. 5,
The names of the districts, if any, in
which such classification and reduction
of price have been so refused.

THE MINISTER FoR LADTe
plied: 1, Yes. 2, yes. 3, Victoria. 4,
Yes. 5, Victoria.

QUESTION-L IGHTHOUSEF, CAPE
NATURALISTE.

HoNi. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE asked the
Minister for Lands: How many parties
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